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Tony Wittkowski / HP staff

St. Joseph Township firefighters put out a fire at the Chicken Coop restaurant along Washington Avenue on Tuesday night. No one 
was injured from the fire.

No one injured in 
Chicken Coop fire

ST. JOSEPH — It took 
fi refi ghters about 20 min-
utes to put out a fi re that 
started at the Chicken 
Coop restaurant in St. Jo-
seph Township.

Several fi re trucks and 
police cars blocked traffi c 
near the restaurant Tuesday 
night at 2062 Washington 
Ave. as smoke continued to 
billow after fi refi ghters had 
hosed down the business.

St. Joseph Township Fire 
Chief Gary Maynard said 
it appears the fi re started 
after a vent blower short 
circuited. However, author-
ities won’t know for sure 

until later in the week.
“The owner of the busi-

ness indicated to us that 
he could smell something 
burning and his exhaust 
fans quit,” Maynard said. 
“At that time, he shut all 
of his fry vats down, but he 
could still smell something 
burning.”

The lone employee work-
ing in the building left un-
injured.

Maynard could not es-
timate how much damage 
the building took, but said 
it was mostly just smoke 
damage.

“It’s not that bad, but 
there won’t be any chicken 
made for a while,” Maynard 
said.

Firefi ghters got the call 
around 6:30 p.m. when 
they were already out on 
another call for a structure 
fi re.

Maynard said they used 
a saw in the attic of the res-
taurant to cut a hole in the 
ceiling to make sure there 
wasn’t any fi re remaining. 
St. Joseph Township police 
and Medic 1 were also on 
scene for assistance.

Various people from 
Burger King and Chilli’s 
across the street made their 
way out to watch as fi re-
fi ghters put out the fi re at 
the Chicken Coop.

Standing outside next 
door to the neighboring 
building was Dan Sandma-

nn, an employee of Sand-
mann Barber Shop.

The Sandmann  family 
owns a few of the buildings 
along Washington Avenue 
that house businesses, in-
cluding the Chicken Coop.

Sandmann said his fam-
ily leases the building to the 
owner of the Chicken Coop 
and was curious about what 
was taking place next to his 
workplace.

“A buddy of mine works 
across the street at Chili’s 
as a manager,” Sandmann 
said. “He was the one who 
texted me and told me the 
Chicken Coop was on fi re. 
I walked out and saw this.”

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Don Campbell / HP staff

A man photographs the ice-encrusted south pier in St. Joseph on Tuesday afternoon. He 
needed to move quickly with rain and unseasonable warmth. Meanwhile, high winds 
Tuesday kept firefighters busy responding to reports of downed and sparking power lines. 
Weather Page A8.
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Celebrating 
MLK Jr. Day

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Lake Michigan Col-
lege’s 22nd annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. Breakfast 
Celebration and Awards 
Ceremony on Monday 
will give guests an oppor-
tunity to give back to the 
community.

Participants are asked 
to bring new, packaged 
hygiene and toiletry items 
for the Emergency Shelter, 
Child and Family Services 
– Safe Shelter for Domes-
tic Violence and the Ben-
ton Harbor Salvation Ar-
my’s Men’s Shelter. Items 
requested include tooth-
paste, shampoo, dental 
fl oss and disposable ra-
zors. For a complete list, 
go to www.volunteerswmi.
org.

To RSVP for the free 
event, call Kathy Tebell at 
927-6197 or email her at 
tebell@lakemichigancol-
lege.edu by Friday. Break-
fast begins at 7:45 a.m. at 
the Mendel Center, with 
the ceremony  at 8-9:30 
a.m.

The recipient of the 
16th annual Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Diversity 

Award will be announced.
Speakers include U.S. 

Rep. Fred Upton, R-St. 
Joseph, and Danny Sledge, 
a diversity consultant. 
Award-winning student 
essays will be presented 
by Rolando Hernandez 
of Eau Claire and Lionel 
Kanyowa of the United 
Kingdon.

Musical selections will 
be performed by All God’s 
Children Community 
Choir and the LMC Con-
cert Choir.

Race relations panel
On Tuesday, people 

will have a chance to dis-
cuss  race relations dur-
ing a panel discussion on 
“Promoting Racial Equal-
ity in Education” at noon 
in the Brown Lecture Hall 
at Lake Michigan College 
in Benton Township.

After four panelists 
give a short presentation, 
audience members will 
be able to ask questions 
and make comments, 
said  Larry Feldman, 
one of  the panelists and 
chairman of  the Race Re-
lations Council of  South-
west Michigan.

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Breakfast planned for Monday, 
race relations forum Tuesday

GR firm to run 
Dowagiac water/
sewer plants

DOWAGIAC — Dowa-
giac is turning operation 
of its sewage treatment 
and water treatment plants 
to an outside fi rm. The city 
had been cited by the state 
for reporting violations in 
2016.

City Manager Kevin 
Anderson reported that 
City Council members on 
Monday approved a fi ve-
year contract with Fleis & 
Vandenbrink Operations, 
based in Grand Rap-
ids. Final details have to 
ironed out, he said, but the 
fi rm is expected to start 
working for the city in 30 
to 45 days.

Anderson said Fleis & 
Vandenbrink will be paid 
$354,000 in the fi rst year, 
with the annual charge 
increasing to $398,000 in 
the fi fth year. He said the 
$354,000 is similar to what 
the city budgets for those 
services.

“Providing safe drink-
ing water to residents and 
treating wastewater to pre-

vent pollution of water-
ways are some of the city’s 
most important func-
tions,” he said. “We want 
to have all the resources 
in place to always comply 
with the Michigan (De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Quality). This contract 
is a way to make sure that 
happens.”

He said Fleis & Van-
denbrink was among  two 
fi rms to submit man-
agement proposals. The 
other company, Infra-
structure Associates Inc., 
had worked with the city 
over the last six months 
to study the  operations 
and resolve  the violation. 
Its proposal called for the 
city to pay $493,000 to 
$513,000 a year over fi ve 
years.

The four city workers in 
the wastewater and wa-
ter departments can  ap-
ply to work for Fleis & 
Vandenbrink, Anderson 
said. Residents should see 
no difference in the level 
of service, he said.

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

Casting 
the net 
for ideas

EAU CLAIRE —  Eau 
Claire school district of-
fi cials are still seeking the 
community’s ideas in devel-
oping a new strategic plan.

School board members 
and residents are scheduled 
to hold a retreat Feb. 18 at 
the high school.

Superintendent David 
Gray said the district has 
been working with the 
Michigan Association of 
School Boards since fall. 
Two community meetings 
took place in November 
and December. Gray said 
people can still comment in 
an online survey available 
through the district website.

He said he is also look-
ing for people interested in 
serving on a district plan-
ning committee and attend-
ing the February retreat. 
Representatives of organi-
zations such as the parent-
teacher organization, the 
athletic boosters and band 
boosters are also invited.

MASB representative Jay 
Bennett has been working 
with the district, including 
meeting with board mem-
bers and staff and will lead 
the Feb. 18 retreat. The all-
day event will start at 8 a.m. 

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

When food trucks are hard to stomach

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— Restaurants that roll 
are taking business from 
those that can’t in Orono-
ko Township, the owners 
of four stationary eateries 
told the Township Board 
on Tuesday night.

And it appears Oronoko 
has no way of stopping the 
food trucks – at least for 
now.

Supervisor Mike Hil-
debrand said the township 
wants to work with the 
restaurant owners, many 
of whom have been in the 
community for at least 20 
years.

“We’ll see what we can 
do to make the playing 
fi eld more level,” he said.

He said he plans to 
contact the Michigan 
Township Association, 
the Michigan Municipal 
League and other munici-
palities for guidance. Oro-
noko Township doesn’t 
have any business licensing 
ordinance.

Owners of four restau-
rants came to  the meeting 

with concerns about the 
food trucks. 

Jeff  Levy said he and 
other restaurant owners 
are invested in the com-
munity and pay taxes, but 
food trucks arrive from out 
of town and don’t face the 
same regulations and taxes.

He said one truck has set 
up shop in the parking lots 
of local businesses over the 
last few months, and that 
food trucks from other 
companies are operating at 
wineries.

Levy and other restau-
rant owners asked whether 
the township has any ordi-
nance or permit require-
ments for food trucks, not-

ing that municipalities such 
as St. Joseph have  such 
rules. They said they plan 
to bring their concerns to 
the Berrien Springs Village 
Council.

“We’re just concerned 
that they’re taking business 
away from us,” Levy said. 
“We’re asking the town-
ship to help us so we can 
all compete fairly.”

“We want a level playing 
fi eld,” Joseph Melendez 
said. “It’s a small com-
munity here. We just want 
to make an honest living. 
We’ve put a lot of work 
and dedication into our 
businesses and establish-
ing ourselves. ... If  they’re 

allowed to come in, they 
should have to pay the 
same fees we do.”

The restaurant owners 
said they have to follow 
the regulations established 
by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture and the 
Berrien County Health 
Department and want to 
make sure the food trucks 
have to follow the same 
rules.

Board members ap-
peared to sympathize 
with the concerns. Clerk 
Suzanne Renton said she 
doesn’t like the trucks’ ap-
pearance, which run afoul 
of the image  the commu-
nity wants to project.

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

See MLK, page A4

See SEWER, page A4

See EAU CLAIRE, page A4

EC schools plots 
major planning event

Restauranteurs in 
Oronoko demand 
‘level playing field’

OUR TEAM IS HIRING!
If you want to work at one of Michigan’s “Cool Places 
to Work,” visit Facebook.com/KinexusGroup to learn 
about our open positions. 
To apply, contact Jamie at QuignoJ@Kinexus.org
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MARKETS

Co-Alliance LLP Buchanan
Corn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.18, down 2¢
January corn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.18, down 2¢

Beans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9.64, up 9¢
January beans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9.64, up 9¢
These are the markets as of yesterday. 

  Jan. 10, 2017

  
Dow Jones

  industrials
-31.85

19,855.53
J A S O N D J
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Nasdaq

  composite
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AT&T Inc         T                 33.43    8    43.89        40.81      +.01         ...      t  t   t

AEP                AEP            56.75    4    71.32        62.12       -.19      -0.3      t  t   t

Apple Inc        AAPL          89.47    0  119.43       119.11       +.12     +0.1      s  s   s

AutoZone        AZO         681.01    9  819.54      793.68     +3.34     +0.4      s  t   s

BP PLC          BP              27.01    9    38.68         37.11       -.20      -0.5      t  s   t

BonTon           BONT           1.30    1      3.00          1.32       -.04      -2.9      t  t   t

CMS Eng        CMS           35.49    6    46.25        41.51       -.07      -0.2      t  r   t

ChemFinl        CHFC         29.40    9    55.55        52.79    +1.03     +2.0      s  t   t

CocaCola        KO              39.88    2    47.13        41.04       -.28      -0.7      t  t   t

Comcast         CMCSA      52.34    0    71.32        70.92      +.09     +0.1      s  s   s

Deere              DE              70.16    0  106.75      104.89       -.30      -0.3      t  s   s

Disney            DIS             86.25    0  109.35      108.38       +.02         ...      t  s   s

DollarTree       DLTR          72.52    2    99.93        77.96      +.82     +1.1      s  t   s

ExxonMbl        XOM           71.55    6    95.55        85.93      -1.11      -1.3      t  t   t

FifthThird        FITB           13.84    0    27.88        27.07      +.31     +1.2      s  s   s

1stSource       SRCE         27.01    9    45.85        43.50      +.73     +1.7      t  t   t

FordM             F                 11.02    6    14.22        12.85      +.22     +1.7      s  s   s

GenElec          GE              27.10    8    33.00        31.37       -.09      -0.3      t  t   t

HomeDp         HD            109.62    0  139.00      136.10     +1.79     +1.3      s  t   s

HorizBcp s      HBNC         14.61    9    28.63        26.81      +.42     +1.6      t  s   t

HuntBncsh      HBAN           7.83    0    13.64        13.33      +.01     +0.1      s  s   s

IDEX               IEX             67.20    9    95.76        90.81    +1.28     +1.4      s  t   s

IBM                 IBM           116.90    0  169.95      165.52     -2.13      -1.3      t  t   t

JPMorgCh      JPM            52.50    0    87.76        86.43      +.25     +0.3      s  s   s

JohnJn            JNJ             94.28    7  126.07       116.16       -.12      -0.1      t  s   s

Lowes             LOW           62.62    5    83.65        71.21      +.14     +0.2      s  t   s

McDnlds         MCD         110.33    5  131.96      120.25       -.18      -0.1      t  t   t

Microsoft         MSFT         48.04    0    64.10        62.62       -.02         ...      t  t   s

MillerHer         MLHR         22.60    7    36.46        31.65      +.50     +1.6      t  t   t

Penney           JCP              6.00    2    11.99          7.00       -.19      -2.6      t  t   t

Perrigo            PRGO        79.72    1  152.36        83.65     -1.78      -2.1      t  t   s

Pfizer              PFE            28.25    6    37.39        33.44       -.03      -0.1      t  s   s

ProctGam       PG              74.46    6    90.33        83.49       -.91      -1.1      t  t   t

RepubSvc       RSG           41.82    0    58.00        56.69      +.27     +0.5      t  t   t

SearsHldgs     SHLD           8.00    1    19.54          9.14      +.04     +0.4      t  t   t

Steelcse          SCS            11.67    9    18.14        16.85      +.10     +0.6      t  s   t

Stryker            SYK            88.57    0  123.55      121.90     +2.88     +2.4      s  s   s

Target             TGT            65.50    4    84.14        71.43           ...         ...      r  t   t

TractSupp       TSCO         61.50    5    97.25        76.35      +.98     +1.3      s  t   s

UPS B            UPS           87.30    9  120.44       113.92       -.85      -0.7      t  t   t

VerizonCm      VZ              43.79    7    56.95        52.76      +.08     +0.2      t  s   t

WEC Engy      WEC          52.01    5    66.10        58.10      +.12     +0.2      t  t   t

WalMart          WMT          60.20    6    75.19        68.23       -.48      -0.7      r  t   t

WalgBoots      WBA           71.50    7    88.00        82.67      +.12     +0.1      t  t   t

Wendys Co     WEN            8.89    9    14.07        13.50      +.07     +0.5      s  t   t

Whrlpl             WHR        123.60    9  194.10      183.82     +2.21     +1.2      t  s   s

Worthgtn         WOR          26.21    6    62.44        47.60    +1.18     +2.5      s  t   s

XPO Logis      XPO           18.04    9    49.86        43.65      +.36     +0.8      t  t   s

52-WK RANGE     CLOSE
NAME             TICKER         LO                          HI     CLOSE     CHG  %CHG    WK MO QTR

LocalStocks

V
Amer Elec Power AEP
$62.12 -1.02 -1.6%
t 4-wk. -.9% t YTD -1.3%

V
Whirlpool WHR
$183.82 -2.28 -1.2%
s 4-wk. +3.2% s YTD +1.1%

Miss Coloma plans  
foreign service career

COLOMA — Cassidy 
Fickett scored a two-fer 
Saturday night, earning the 
spot as 2017 Miss Coloma 
and the pageant’s Miss 
Congeniality.

Cassidy, 18, the daugh-
ter of William and Corine 
Fickett, is a senior at Colo-
ma High School. She plans 
to get a bachelor’s degree 
in international studies at 
the University of Michi-
gan. She wants to join the 
Peace Corps and eventual-
ly become a foreign service 
officer.

She is in Student Coun-
cil  and National Honor 
Society, and is on the Aca-
demic Challenge Team. 
She enjoys reading, playing 
the ukulele, meditating and 
traveling.

Jenna Walter, 17, was 
selected first runner-up. 
The Coloma High School 
senior is the daughter of 
John and Melissa Walter. 
She plays  softball, volley-
ball and basketball, is in 

National Honor Society, 
Student Council, concert 
band and marching band.

She plans to  study busi-
ness at Lake Michigan 
College and transfer to 
Michigan State University 
to get  a degree in sports 
management.

Harleigh Unger, 17, was 
chosen  second runner-up. 
The daughter of Keith and 
Brandy Hiler goes to Wa-

tervliet High School.  She 
plans to attend Ohio Tech-
nical College to study weld-
ing and then  study horses 
at Lamar Community Col-
lege in Colorado.

She is in choir, Coloma 
Metalworks and Coun-
try Kids. She rides horses, 
hunts and fishes.

The other contestants 
were Bailey Evans, Alli-
son Beck, Camalin Nor-
mandin, Nikki Bryant and 
Hannah Strunk.

Jacob Sharpe, 17, was 
chosen as  Mr. Coloma. 
The son of John Sharpe 
and Candi Gabrielse,  
Sharpe is a senior at Co-
loma High School. He 
is in marching band and 
concert band. He plans 
to study diesel mechanics 
at the University of North-
western Ohio.

He enjoys golfing, hunt-
ing, fishing, tubing and 
wake boarding.

Grant Kroschel, 18, was 
first runner-up. He  is the 

son of Walt Kroschel and 
Kathy Becht.

Zack Heater, 18, was 
named Mr. Nice Guy by 
his fellow contestants and 
was second runner-up. The 
Coloma High School se-
nior is the son of Mike an 
Audrey Heater.

The Mr. Coloma hope-
fuls were Brett Tutton, 
Dustin Irerd and Harrison 
Spaulding.

He enjoys golfing, hunt-
ing, fishing, tubing  and 
wake boarding.

The pageant theme was 
“Bedazzled.” Matt Malone 
and Lyndsay Zvonar host-
ed the event in the Coloma 
High School auditorium.

The judges were Stepha-
nie Schultz Ballard, a for-
mer Miss Niles/Brandy-
wine and Miss Southwest 
Michigan; Cynthia Lay-
man Sanders, a former 
Miss Berrien Springs; and 
Randy Reimers, a long-
time Blossomtime volun-
teer. 

WALTERFICKETT

UNGER SHARPE

“There’s no charge,” 
Feldman said. “We’d 
like everybody who’s in-
terested in education to 
come join us, learn and 
teach.”

The other three panel-
ists include two long-time 
teachers and administra-
tors from Benton Harbor 
Area Schools, Rebecca 
Fudge and Gladys Pee-
ples-Burks, and Jeffrey 
Booker from the Benton 
Harbor Boys and Girls 
Club.

Feldman said the panel 
wants to talk about racial 
equality nationally and lo-
cally.

He said the event is 
sponsored by the Race Re-

lations Council and Lake 
Michigan College.

Feldman said the pub-
lic is also welcome to at-
tend the Race Relations 
Council meetings, which 
are at 5:45 p.m. the fourth 
Wednesday of each month 
at the St. Joseph Library, 
500 Market St., St. Jo-
seph. The next meeting is 
Jan. 25.

“Our mission is to ... 
bring people together 
from both sides of the riv-
er to break down the bar-
riers of stereotypes and 
prejudice and to promote 
racial equality in every as-
pect of society, including 
education, housing, jobs, 
etc.,” he said.

For more information, 
call Feldman at 921-0531.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

MLK
From page A3

Despite violations, 
Anderson said, the city’s 
drinking water was never 
at risk.

He said violations in-
volved not doing the 
required number of coli-
form tests per month and 
using the wrong chemical 
re-agent in a lab test.

Problems appeared to 
start after the retirement 
of a longtime supervisor 
in 2015. When none of 
the remaining employees 
were able to get certified, 
he said, the city got Niles 
to provide a licensed sew-
er plant operator.

“It was great to work 
with the city of Niles so 
we could have the proper 
licensing, but that was 
not a permanent solu-
tion,” he said.

Anderson  said the city 
has made major improve-
ments to the city’s water 
and wastewater systems 
over the last four or  five 
years, including $2.3 
million in upgrades and 
a  long-term capital im-
provement plan.

The Dowagiac sewage 
treatment plant handles 
sewage from the city, Sis-
ter Lakes, Indian Lake 
and Cassopolis. The city 
oversees its water system 
and the water systems of 
the Cass Area Utility Au-
thority.

The city had a relation-
ship with a Fleis & Van-
denbrink sister company, 
which helped  on its re-
cently completed sewage 
treatment plant upgrade. 
Fleis & Vandenbrink pro-
vides management ser-
vices for many municipal 
customers throughout 
the state, including Ber-
rien Springs.

SEWER
From page A3

in the high school media 
center with the purpose of 
going over current efforts 
and agreeing on plans and 
projects.

School board members 
had their first meeting of 
the year Monday as they 
elected officers and adopt-
ed annual resolutions.

Darrell Ferguson was 
re-elected board president, 
while David Krugh was 
elected vice-president after 
previously serving as secre-
tary. Other board officers 
are Dave Dustin as secre-
tary and Anita Harner as 
treasurer.

Board members voted 
to allow new board mem-
bers Greg Chisek and John 
Glassman attend the Mich-
igan Association of School 
Boards’ new Board Mem-
ber Institute on Jan. 27 in 
Grand Rapids. Chisek was 
elected to the board in No-
vember, while Glassman 
was appointed in May.

Board members ap-
proved school of choice 
openings for the second 
semester, which begins Jan. 
30. Gray said the district 
has 28 openings in the el-
ementary and high school 
grades. He said there are 
no openings in the first, 
sixth, seventh and eighth 
grades.

Gray told board mem-

bers that cell phone boost-
er work they approved in 
the fall was completed over 
the holiday break. The 
board had approved buy-
ing cell phone repeater/
booster equipment for all 
three district schools at a 
cost of $12,022 in Octo-
ber. The work was done to 
eliminate cell phone dead 
spots in the schools.

Board members ap-
proved an updated internet 
usage and safety policy, 
which is compliant with 
recent state law changes. 
They held a first reading 
of a new graduation poli-
cy. The graduation policy 
doesn’t include changes 
but formalizes what has 
been the practice.

EAU CLAIRE
From page A3
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IN BRIEF
Lincoln public 
hearings postponed

STEVENSVILLE — 
Two public hearings con-
cerning a tax abatement re-
quest from JR Automation 
was postponed until next 
month’s Lincoln Township 
Board meeting.

Supervisor Dick Stauffer 
said the hearing was post-
poned after JR Automation 
discovered it needed to ex-
tend its lease for the prop-
erty.

The Stevensville business 
has plans for an expansion 
that could add up to 60 jobs 
over five years. In order to 
begin the expansion, JR 
Automation is seeking tax 
relief and a change in its de-
velopment district. Trustees 
will meet at 7 p.m. Feb. 14 
for its regualr meeting and 
the two public hearings.

One hearing will be for 
trustees to consider amend-
ing the Industrial Devel-
opment District for JR 
Automation by adding a 
next-door parcel to the ex-
isting land. A second public 
hearing will be for trustees 
to consider a 12-year tax 
abatement for the construc-
tion of the expansion on the 
added parcel.

Blaze mars South 
Haven house

SOUTH HAVEN — A 
South Haven man safely es-
caped from a burning home 
Monday after fire broke out 
in the attic, firefighters re-
ported.

Robert Adomeit awoke 
for work at 11:30 a.m. when 
he heard crackling behind 
the upper wall and  ceil-

ing of his bedroom and 
saw the wallpaper turning 
black from the fire’s  heat, 
said Chief Ron Wise  of 
South Haven Area Emer-
gency Services.

Adomeit called 911 and 
within a minute, firefight-
ers were at the home at the 
corner of Hubbard and 
Phoenix streets, where they 
found a fire burning  in the 
attic’s blown-in insulation.

Firefighters had to cut 
through other upstairs ceil-
ings to remove the blown-in 
insulation due to the pos-
sibility of fire smoldering 
elsewhere in the attic. Wise 
said it is not known what 
caused the fire.

Snyder signs bill to 
let landlords bar 
marijuana in rentals

LANSING — Michigan 
Gov. Rick Snyder has signed 
legislation that lets landlords 
prohibit medical marijuana 
patients from growing or 
smoking the drug on leased 
residential property.

The law enacted Tuesday 
adds another exception to a 
2008 voter-approved law that 
legalized the use of marijua-
na for medical purposes.

That law already does not 
require insurers to reimburse 
people for medical marijua-
na, nor does it mandate that 
employers accommodate 
employees’ use of the drug 
for medical purposes.

The bill’s sponsor, Re-
publican Sen. Rick Jones 
of Grand Ledge, says two 
rental homes in his district 
were destroyed after they 
were “turned into green-
houses to grow marijuana 
without permission.”

Lawmakers may repeal  
Michigan’s school-intervention law

LANSING (AP) — 
Michigan should replace a 
law that lets the state inter-
vene in academically failing 
schools because the 7-year-
old measure is flawed, a key 
senator said Tuesday.

Senate Education Com-
mittee Chairman Phil Pav-
lov will introduce the re-
peal legislation Wednesday, 
when the Republican-led 
Legislature begins a new 
two-year term. His an-
nouncement came before 
the release of the latest list 
of Michigan’s bottom 5 per-
cent of public schools by 
month’s end.

Gov. Rick Snyder’s ad-
ministration has said state-
ordered school closures, 
an unused option allowed 
under the 2009 law, could 
be coming for chronically 
under-performing K-12 
schools that haven’t im-
proved despite receiving 
other forms of interven-
tion.

Pavlov said the measure, 
which former Democratic 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm 
signed to improve Michi-
gan’s chances to win a fed-

eral grant, is “riddled with 
flaws” and was not taken 
seriously for a number of 
years. In 2015, the Repub-
lican governor took control 
of an office charged with 
turning around the lowest-
performing schools.

“Now that there’s this new 
focus that something has to 
be done, we’re relying on a 
section of law that is ambig-
uous in a lot of ways,” said 
Pavlov, a St. Clair Township 
Republican who spent the 
last year holding hearings 
and receiving input on the 
law. “The metrics of getting 
on the list are flawed, as are 
the metrics of getting off of 
the list.”

The rankings are based 
on test results, students’ im-
provement over time, and 
the gap between the best 
and worst pupils. Schools in 
the bottom 5 percent must 
develop a reform plan and, 
if they are not successful, 
could be put into a state 
turnaround district and 
possibly be closed.

Pavlov’s announcement 
was welcomed by education 
leaders.

“Efforts to improve 
schools using this law have 
largely led to a confusing 
and irrational bureaucracy 
of red tape, with no demon-
strable successes,” said Mark 
Burton, executive director 
of the Tri-County Alliance 
for Public Education, which 
represents districts in Oak-
land, Macomb and Wayne 
counties. “Such efforts have 
also unfortunately clouded 
the good work that happens 
every day throughout many 
challenged schools across 
the state.”

Associations represent-
ing publicly funded charters 
schools and their autho-
rizers also applauded the 
move.

Kurt Weiss, a spokesman 
for the state Department of 
Technology, Management 
& Budget, which houses 
the school reform/rede-
sign office, said the school-
intervention law “has its 
challenges and needs to be 
looked at again, and we 
look forward to working 
with the Legislature on their 
thoughts around improving 
the language.”
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ADOPT BUTTERBALL

Butterball is a big ball of fun! He is a 1-2 year old 
male Boxer/Terrier mix with quite the personality! He 

is sure to provide you with hours of entertainment 
and love! Hurry in to meet him in person! He needs a 

home without other animals or small children.
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