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Zapal 
tapped as 
SJ Today 
director

ST. JOSEPH — The St. 
Joseph Today Board of Di-
rectors is making a bit of 
history with its choice for a 
new executive director.

The tourism and business 
promotion organization an-
nounced Wednesday that 
Amy Zapal, who has been 
with  the Heritage Museum 
and Cultural Center in 
St. Joseph for almost sev-
en years, will take the helm 
at St. Joseph Today in mid-
February.

Zapal, 49, 
takes over 
the reins from 
Brian Smith, 
St. Joseph To-
day’s events 
director, who 
has served as 
interim di-
rector since 
the resignation of Whitney 
Behnke in October. Behn-
ke stepped down after less 
than a year on the job after 
succeeding Jill Stone.

“Tourism is so important 
to the community, and hav-
ing a strong base of support 
from the community is pret-
ty important,” Zapal said of 
her interest in the position. 
“I’m excited to be a part of 
St. Joseph Today.”

“I have great confi dence 
in her leadership and work 
experience and have high 
expectations that she will be 
an amazing executive direc-
tor and do great things for 
St. Joseph Today and all of 
its members,” said Deb Sail-
or, St. Joseph Today board 
chairman.

Zapal comes to the po-
sition with a solid back-
ground in hospitality and 
event planning. She was 
hired by the Heritage Cen-
ter as events coordinator 
in 2010 and was named 
a co-director in 2011 be-
fore being named execu-
tive director. During her 
tenure with the Heritage 
Museum, Zapal doubled 
sales and strengthened 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Has worked with 
Heritage Museum 
since 2010

Evidence gaps rise in Shelby trial

ST. JOSEPH — Some 
missing blood samples and 
a locked cell phone took 
center stage Wednesday 
during the murder trial of 
Terrance Shelby Jr. in Ber-
rien County Trial Court.

Shelby, 30, of Benton 
Harbor is charged with 
open murder in the May 
12, 2016, shooting death of 
Grady Manns, 18. He is ac-
cused of shooting Manns 
to death as Manns ran from 
the Shelby home after be-
ing discovered in the living 
room after midnight with 
Shelby’s 13-year-old step-
daughter.

The girl testifi ed Wednes-
day that she ran from the 
house after her stepfather 
told her he would “whip my 
a--.” She said she thought 
Manns was right behind 
her, but after she got a dis-
tance away, realized he was 
not. The next morning, she 
found out via a post on 

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

Blood sample 
never got to lab, 
questions over 
cell phone
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Don Campbell / HP staff

Chief Assistant Prosecutor Jennifer Smith shows Berrien County Sheriff’s Detective Sgt. Cory Peek a cell phone found under the body 
of Grady Manns during the second day of Terrance Shelby Jr.’s trial before Judge Arthur Cotter at the Berrien County Courthouse. 
Shelby is charged in the shooting death of Grady Manns last May in Benton Harbor. 

Americans of all stripes want fix for health care

WASHINGTON — Sylvia 
Douglas twice voted for Presi-
dent Barack Obama and last year 
cast a ballot for Democrat Hill-
ary Clinton. But when it comes 
to “Obamacare,” she now sounds 
like President-elect Donald 
Trump. This makes her chuckle 
amid the serious choices she faces 
every month between groceries, 
electricity and paying a health 
insurance bill that has jumped by 
nearly $400.

“It’s a universal thing, nobody 
likes it,” Douglas, a licensed prac-
tical nurse in Huntsville, Ala-
bama, said of Obama’s signature 
law. “They need to fi x it with what-
ever works, but not make more of 
a mess like they have now.”

That Americans agree on much 
of anything is remarkable after a 
presidential race that ripped open 
the nation’s economic, political 
and cultural divisions. But on the 
brink of the Trump presidency, 
a new poll fi nds ample accord 
across those divisions on the need 
to do something about health care 
in the United States.

More than 4-in-10 Republicans, 
Democrats and independents 
say health care is a top issue fac-
ing the country, The Associated 
Press-NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research poll showed. 
That’s more than named any oth-
er issue in the survey, conducted 
Dec. 14-19.

But there seems to be little 
agreement on what to do about it.

Democrats say they want to fi x 
problems in the current program 
– among them, rising costs and 
dwindling competition – but not 
dismantle it. They warn that the 
GOP is threatening the coverage 

gained by 20 million people under 
the 2010 overhaul. repeal

Republicans want to repeal 
Obama’s signature law but fear the 
political damage of stranding mil-
lions of Americans who secured 
coverage. Congress’ nonpartisan 
budget analyst lent weight to that 
concern Tuesday, estimating that 
a bill passed in 2016 to only repeal 
– not replace – the law would re-
sult in 18 million more uninsured 
people and a spike in premiums.

Trump says he has a plan, but 
so far he’s given no details. He 

By LAURIE KELLMAN 
and EMILY SWANSON 
Associated Press

Carolyn Kaster / AP

Health and Human Services Secre-
tary-designate, Rep. Tom Price, R-Ga., 
pauses while testifying on Capitol Hill 
in Washington on Wednesday at his 
confirmation hearing before the Sen-
ate Health, Education, Labor and Pen-
sions Committee.

ZAPALSee EVIDENCE, page A6

See ZAPAL, page A6

See HEALTH CARE, page A6

Police, citizens call for better communications

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Law enforcement offi -
cers and residents want the 
same thing – better com-
munication – according to 
the participants of a police-
community relations forum 
held Wednesday at Lake 
Michigan College.

“Communication is the 
key” to better police-citizen 
interactions, stated Niles 
Police Chief James Millin, 
one of about 35 partici-
pants in the event held by 
the Governor’s Offi ce of 
Urban Initiatives and the 
Michigan Commission on 
Law Enforcement Stan-
dards. “It all starts with 
communication.”

The session was the fi rst 
of several to be held around 
the state under a mandate 
from Gov. Rick Snyder to 
MCOLES to gather com-
ments from residents in 
person and online. Those 
comments will be included 
in a report due in May, that 

will be used by the agency 
that monitors police train-
ing.

The effort will have an 
impact on the training pro-
vided to Michigan’s 18,500 
law enforcement offi cers, 
according to David Har-
vey, executive director of 
MCOLES.

Velicia Humes, an orga-
nizational consultant, led 
the meeting, which  includ-
ed group discussions on 
what steps can be taken to 
increase trust between cops 
and citizens. Humes said 
that after every interaction 
between residents and po-
lice, all parties should be 
able to walk away and say 
“I like them and they like 
me.”

Participants also should 
ask “Are they willing to 
help me?” and “Can I trust 
them?” Humes said.

Participants suggested 
that more community po-
licing, block watches and 
regular contact between 
residents and police could 
create an atmosphere of 

respect.
One group suggested 

community appreciation 
events for offi cers “who 
are putting their lives on 
the line every day.” Partici-
pants said such activities 
would help residents see 
police as “regular people.”

Cultural diversity train-

ing was suggested, as well 
as more diversity in police 
ranks with women, minori-
ties and different ages.

Other attendees spoke 
of the need for residents 
to have a safe place where 
they could bring their com-
plaints of possible police 
misconduct to a neutral in-

dividual who could investi-
gate such allegations. Some 
said good cops need the 
same opportunity to weed 
out bad cops.

“The saddest part is not 
the brutality or the mis-
conduct by the bad cops, 
but the appalling silence of 
the good ones,” one partici-
pant offered.

After the discussion, 
Millin said police need to 
speak to residents in a re-
spectful manner, and resi-
dents need to do the same 
toward offi cers. “If we 
can do that, we’ve accom-
plished the biggest part.”

He said dialogues such 
as these are worthwhile. 
“We learn from each other. 
Even when it’s negative, it’s 
positive.”

Millin added that if addi-
tional training is mandated 
following the fi nal report, 
there needs to be funding 
for departments to send 
their offi cers to these ses-
sions.

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

John Matuszak / HP Staff

Residents participate Wednesday in the police-community rela-
tions forum sponsored by the Michigan Coalition on Law Enforce-
ment Standards at Lake Michigan College. Comments from events 
around the state, and an online survey, will be included in a report 
to Gov. Rick Snyder that will generate recommendations for 
improving interactions between police and citizens.

See COMMUNICATE, page A6
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EXPLORE. NETWORK. ATTEND.
Join us for our Kinexus Career Event
5-7 PM on February 8, 2017
499 West Main Street in Benton Harbor
Contact HR@Kinexus.org for more information

LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? WE’RE HIRING!
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .30º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .17º
Record High . . . . . . 57º in 1996
Record Low . . . . . . .-7º in 1994
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 2.18"
Normal month to date. . . . 1.41"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 2.18"
Normal year to date . . . . . 1.41"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:08 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:45 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . 12:35 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . 12:13 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see partly cloudy 
skies with a high temperature 
of 46º, humidity of 76%. South 
wind 5 mph. Expect cloudy skies 
tonight with an 80% chance of 
rain, overnight low of 38º. East 
wind 5 to 10 mph.

Today, SSW wind 5 to 11 kt becoming ESE in the afternoon. Partly 
sunny. Waves 1 to 2 ft. Water temperature 39 degrees. Tonight, E wind 
7 to 14 kt, with gusts as high as 20 kt. Showers. Waves 1 to 2 ft.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Friday

Rain Likely
46º / 39º

Saturday

Mostly Cloudy
53º / 42º

Sunday

Few Showers
51º / 40º

Monday

Few Showers
47º / 35º

Today

Partly Cloudy
46º

Tonight

Rain Likely
38º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today we will see sunny skies with highs in the 30s. South wind 5 
mph. Friday, skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy with isolated rain, 
highs in the 30s and 40s. Southeast wind 5 mph. 

Today we will see mostly sunny to partly cloudy skies with highs in 
the 40s. Southwest wind 3 to 8 mph. Skies will be cloudy Friday with 
scattered rain, highs in the 40s. East southeast wind 6 to 11 mph. 

What meteorologist made 

geology? ?

Answer
theorized that the continents were 
once together.

Last
1/19

New
1/27

First
2/3

Full
2/10

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................... 5
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Jan. 19, 2017
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1992

In the early days of the Casco 
Township Fire Department the 
volunteer firefighters – who were 
mostly farmers then – would use 
their orchard spraying rigs to 
fight fires.

Harry Overhiser, 70, remem-
bers that era well. He was there 
when the department began 
in the mid-1940s. He served as 
Casco Fire Chief from the mid-
1950s until his retirement from 
the department last week.

Overhiser said he feels it is 
time to pass the torch to the 
younger generation of firefight-
ers.

35 years ago – 1982
Vicki Molter, an honor stu-

dent at Eau Claire High School, 
was crowned Miss Eau Claire 
Monday night in the first of 29 

community queen contests lead-
ing up to the Miss Blossomtime 
1982 Pageant on March 22.

Named to her court were Can-
dis Price, 17, first runner-up, and 
Kimberly Vladic, 17, second 
runner-up. Ronda Schlipp, 17, 
was chosen by the other contes-
tants as Miss Congeniality.

50 years ago – 1967
A new Coloma area dance 

band, Parker’s Tribe, is fast gain-
ing in popularity. It has recently 
performed for many area dances 
in addition to making regular 
Saturday night appearances at 
the Crystal Roller Rink at Paw 
Paw Lake. The members of the 
band are John Wallace, Waterv-
liet; Jim Thompson, Benton 
Harbor; Mark Cupani, Coloma; 
Dean Balfour, Coloma; Dennis 
Parker, Watervliet; and Al Hom-
er, Coloma.

Today is Thursday, Jan. 19, 
the 19th day of  2017. There 
are 346 days left in the year.

Highlight in History:
On Jan. 19, 1977, on his last 

full day in office, President 
Gerald R. Ford pardoned Iva 
Toguri D’Aquino, an Ameri-
can convicted of  treason for 
making English-language ra-
dio broadcasts from Japan 
aimed at demoralizing Allied 
troops in the Pacific Theater 
during World War II. (Al-
though she was popularly 
referred to as “Tokyo Rose,” 
D’Aquino never used that 
name, and was believed to 
be one of  a group of  female 

broadcasters.)
On this date:
In 1807, Confederate Gen. 

Robert E. Lee was born in 
Westmoreland County, Vir-
ginia.

In 1861, Georgia became the 
fifth state to secede from the 
Union.

In 1867, the song “The Dar-
ing Young Man on the Fly-
ing Trapeze” by Gaston Lyle, 
Alfred Lee and George Ley-
bourne was first published in 
London.

In 1915, Germany carried 
out its first air raid on Britain 
during World War I as a pair 
of  Zeppelins dropped bombs 
onto Great Yarmouth and 
King’s Lynn in England.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

community support, 
along with mounting ex-
hibits at the museum, in-
cluding a traveling Smith-
sonian show about sports, 
and sponsoring guided 
tours of the renovated St. 
Joseph lighthouses.

Before coming to the 
Heritage Museum Za-
pal was event coordinator 
for Stage Flights of South 
Haven for a year and a 
half, where she also dou-
bled sales. Her hospital-
ity background includes 
17 years of service, rang-
ing from a three-year run 
as convention manager 
at the Grand Hotel on 
Mackinac Island, three 
years as catering manager 
with Lettuce Entertain 
You, a major Chicago-re-
gion restaurateur, and 11 
years with Clementine’s in 
South Haven. The Chica-
go native attended Loyala 
University.

Zapal said some of her 
favorite events sponsored 
by St. Joseph Today in-
clude the Magical Ice Fest 
and Ice Wars competi-
tion, Light Up the Bluff  
and Live Mannequins, 
and the BBQ, Blues & 
Bluegrass festival. In ad-
dition, St. Joseph Today 
helps promote business 
not only in downtown St. 
Joseph but throughout 
Southwest Michigan with 
special events and a phone 
app that directs visitors to 
locations.

Zapal  said her family 
moved from South Haven 
to St. Joseph last May, 
and she is looking for-
ward to getting to know 
the community even bet-
ter in her new position.

She said her biggest pri-
ority starting out will be 
to get to know the mem-
bers of St. Joseph Today 
and study the opportuni-
ties available to promote 
the community.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

ZAPAL
From page A1

told The Washington Post 
last weekend that his ap-
proach would provide “in-
surance for everybody.”

Congressional Repub-
licans say the revamp will 
offer “universal access” to 
coverage, not quite the same 
thing

The desire to fix Obam-
acare stretches across party 
lines, but some are skeptical 
it can be done.

“It can’t be made to 
work,” said James Gemind, 
a 55-year-old restaurant 
worker from Orlando, Flor-
ida. “That’s why both sides 
have been unanimous in 
their agreement that it has 
to be repealed or replaced. 
Part of it is funding; it just 
does not exist to insure ev-
erybody.”

Health care aside, in the 
poll there was more modest 
agreement on other nation-
al priorities.

About a third of Re-
publicans and a quarter of 

Democrats put unemploy-
ment among their top is-
sues. About a fifth named 
the economy in general as 
a top priority regardless 
of party, according to the 
poll. Most Americans said 
the government should put 
a substantial amount of ef-
fort toward addressing the 
public’s priorities, but few 
expect much will be accom-
plished in the next year, the 
survey said.

Overall, domestic issues 
including health care, edu-
cation, the environment and 

racism were cited by 86 per-
cent of Americans.

But Democrats were more 
likely to mention the envi-
ronment, racism and pover-
ty, while Republicans were 
more likely to cite immigra-
tion, terrorism, government 
spending and taxes.

Immigration was named 
by 40 percent of GOP re-
spondents, compared to 
15 percent of Democrats. 
Trump during the campaign 
connected immigration to 
national security and vowed 
to build a wall along the 

southern U.S. border and 
make Mexico pay for it – an 
idea Mexican leaders have 
not accepted. Trump now 
says Mexico will pay for it 
“eventually.”

In a turn-around from 
a year ago, most Republi-
cans now say the country 
is on the right course, while 
Democrats have become 
more pessimistic.

But it’s health care re-
form that survives this era 
of division, in part because 
it touches on peoples’ day-
to-day quality of life, and in 

the most personal ways.
Douglas’ husband is dis-

abled and she recently was 
diagnosed with a condi-
tion that required abdomi-
nal imaging. Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Alabama is 
now the only provider in 
her state exchange – a fact 
she blames for the boost 
in her monthly premium, 
from around $600 to nearly 
$1000. Additionally, she 
learned, her deductible had 
zoomed to $4,000. That tor-
pedoed work she’d done to 
build a future.

HEALTH CARE
From page A1

Facebook that he was dead. His 
body had been found about a block 
away from the Shelby home at 154 
E. Empire Ave. in Benton Harbor.

Shelby’s lawyer, Lanny Fisher, 
contends that Manns had left when 
the girl did, but went back a short 
time later to try to rob the house, 
and that Shelby shot him in self-
defense.

Outside the presence of the jury, 
Fisher asked for a mistrial Wednes-
day, saying he had learned that some 
blood samples taken the morning of 
May 12 have been lost. Judge Ar-
thur Cotter did not grant a mistrial 
Wednesday but is allowing Fisher 
to question detectives in front of 
the jury about the missing evidence. 
Testimony continues today as Ber-
rien Assistant Prosecutor Jennifer 
Smith resumes her case.

Smith alleges that Shelby shot 
Manns as Manns ran from the 
house after being discovered inside 
with the stepdaughter. Dr. David 
Start, a forensic pathologist from 
Grand Rapids, conducted an au-
topsy. He testified Wednesday that 
Manns died of a single gunshot 
wound to the chest. He said the 
bullet entered the front left side of 
Manns’ body, went through both 
lungs and the trachea, and lodged 
in the right side of the chest.

Under cross examination by 
Fisher, Start said there is no way 
Manns could have had his back to 
the shooter.

Several police officers testified 
about evidence they collected at the 
scene, including cell phones and blood 
samples. But it appears the blood sam-
ples never went to the Michigan State 
Police lab for analysis.

Arguing for a mistrial outside the 
presence of the jury Wednesday, 
Fisher said Shelby’s trial was to 
have been last October, but that at 
a Sept. 23 status conference on the 
case, the prosecutor asked for an 
adjournment, saying blood analysis 
reports were not back from the lab.

“My issue is the lab never re-

ceived the blood,” Fisher told Cot-
ter. “Both you and I were led to be-
lieve the lab had the blood. (Shelby) 
sat incarcerated for three additional 
months. This is a homicide case and 
Benton Harbor Police Department 
knew this blood was lost.”

Smith said the lead detective on 
the case, Michael Harmon, had told 
her in September that the blood had 
not yet been tested at the lab.

“Detective Harmon thought the 
evidence was at the lab,” Smith told 
Cotter.

Police officers testified Wednes-
day afternoon about the collection 
and storage of evidence, and Fisher 
grilled them in cross examination. 
The officers said they’d placed evi-
dence in an evidence locker at the 
Benton Harbor police station and 
from there, the only person who 
would have access to it was Depu-
ty Public Safety Director Michael 
Clark. They said it would be up to 
Clark to take the blood to the lab or 
assign someone to take it.

Smith objected to Fisher’s line 
of questioning when he asked po-

lice officers such things as, “Do you 
have trouble with vampires over 
there?”

Fisher also, in cross examination, 
grilled Berrien County Sheriff’s 
Department Detective Sgt. Cory 
Peek, who specializes in computer 
forensics. Peek testified about hav-
ing received phones belonging to 
Terrance Shelby, his stepdaughter 
and Grady Manns. He said Manns’ 
phone was locked with a pass code 
so he could not examine its contents.

Fisher asked Peek if he had ever 
tried to find out who Manns’ cell 
phone carrier was to seek help from 
the carrier, or asked any of his fam-
ily members for information that 
could unlock his phone. Peek said 
he did not. Fisher said there could 
be valuable evidence in the phone 
showing a timeline of events the 
night of May 11 and early morning 
of May 12.

Smith asked Peek if, at the time he 
was trying to examining the phone, 
he already had been given informa-
tion that Terrance Shelby had ad-
mitted to the shooting, and Peek 

responded “Yes.” He said at that 
point, there was no reason to look 
further into Manns’ phone.

The judge kept Peek under sub-
poena for the case.

The court heard from Shelby’s 
13-year-old stepdaughter and a 
teacher and school counselor who 
had helped the tearful student at 
school the morning of May 12.

The girl described the events lead-
ing up to her letting Grady Manns 
into the Shelby’s home through a 
window the night of May 11, short-
ly before midnight. She said he’d 
come to the house before, asking 
her for money. She said she’d given 
him money she’d taken from her 
stepdad, but she did not have any 
money to give him the night of May 
11 and had told him not to come 
over.

After her stepfather confronted 
her and Manns in the living room 
of the house, she ran out and never 
went back home that night, she tes-
tified. She said she went on Face-
book the next morning, and learned 
that Manns was dead.

Carrie Nelson, who was the girl’s 
math teacher at the time, testified 
that the girl was upset and crying at 
school the morning of May 12 and 
told her “I did something horribly 
wrong. I stayed out all night.”

“I knew that couldn’t have been 
what was so horribly wrong, be-
cause I knew she had done that 
before,” Nelson told the court. So 
she questioned the girl further and, 
“She said her dad had, I can’t recall 
which word she used, either shot or 
killed her boyfriend.”

Nelson said she went to get a 
school counselor and the girl ran 
out of the school. The counselor 
found the girl a short time later, and 
took her to the police station. There, 
the girl told police what had hap-
pened at her family’s house.

In court Wednesday, the girl tes-
tified that before she ran from the 
house after being caught in the liv-
ing room with Manns, she heard 
her stepfather yell to her mother, 
“Tasha, get the gun.”

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-0359, Twitter: 
@HPSwidwa

EVIDENCE
From page A1

Don Campbell / HP staff

Terrance Shelby Jr., right, confers with his attorney Lanny Fisher as they wait for tes-
timony to resume during the second day of his trial Wednesday before Judge Arthur 
Cotter. Shelby is charged with murder in the shooting death of Grady Manns last year. 

Ashley Spratling attended 
as a member of the Delta 

Sigma Theta sorority, which 
she said has a mission of 
community service. She said 
he biggest eye-opener for 
her was learning that police 
and residents have the same 

desire to improve relations.
Humes said that the con-

versations and report will 
not be the final step, and 
that it is up to a vigilant citi-
zenry to make sure that the 

recommendations are put in 
place.

“You expect what you in-
spect,” Humes said.

To take the online 
MCOLES survey, visit 

www.surveymonkey.com/r/
ExeDir2016-2. The deadline 
for submitting comments is 
March 20.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 932-
0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

COMMUNICATE
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