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LOCAL & STATE

Not a lot of snow fell 
Friday, but it sure created a 
mess on the roads.

This weekend, motor-
ists in Southwest Michigan 
should expect more of the 
same, said  Meteorologist 
Sam Lashley from the Na-
tional Weather Service in 
northern Indiana.

“There hasn’t been a lot 
of snow, but it doesn’t take 
a lot of snow to make the 
roads slick and lead to ac-
cidents,” he said.

He said the lake effect 
snow will continue to fall, 

especially tonight and Sun-
day morning. He said the 
on-and-off snow showers 
are expected to fall for the 
next seven days.

“There will be heavy 
bands of lake effect snow 
and then you will pop out 
and see a little sun,” he said.

Police departments 
throughout Van Buren and 
Berrien counties reported 
numerous slide offs, but no 
major injuries.

“If you have to go out, go 
out. Just take it easy,” said a 
Berrien County dispatcher.

Michigan State Police 
Sgt. Melissa Bernum from 
the Paw Paw post said there 
were at least three accidents 
involving semis Friday.

“In certain spots, there 
were whiteout conditions, 
mostly in Van Buren Coun-
ty,” she said. 

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Lake effect snow 
expected to mess 
up driving for 
next seven days

Let’s be careful out there

Don Campbell / HP staff

A pickup truck driver navigates a snowy section of Niles Avenue 
in St. Joseph on Friday afternoon.

After a Southwest Mich-
igan test run, the Michigan 
Department of Transpor-
tation is helping the pub-
lic track where snow plows 
are working on state roads 
this winter.

Using GPS technology, 
members of the public are 
able to see the location of 
plow trucks and where 
salt is being applied on the 
Mi Drive website at www.
michigan.gov/drive.

The pilot program, in-
troduced to MDOT  plow 
trucks in Berrien, Cass, 
Kalamazoo, Van Buren 
and St. Joseph counties, 
has since branched to in-
clude the rest of the state.

For days like Friday, 
when at least six accidents 
took place along I-94, the 
new technology has come 
in handy for drivers.

Under certain circum-
stances, plow truck loca-
tions are plotted on the 
Mi Drive Interactive Map 
when they are traveling 
faster than 10 mph and are 
within 50 feet of the road-
way. Those visiting the site 
are able to see if  the plow 
is down and if  salt is being 
applied. Camera images 
are available for some of 
the plows.

Michigan Department 
of Transportation spokes-
man Nick Schirripa said 
the program, which began 
last winter, equips each 
plow truck with a GPS lo-
cator. However, not all the 
trucks have the camera.

The blue truck icons on 
the map don’t have camer-
as, but still tell residents if  
they are plowing or salting. 
The purple icons do both, 
while also showing updat-

ed images from the road.
Since making its debut in 

Southwest Michigan, the 
rest of MDOT has taken 
on the program.

This area was chosen for 
the pilot project because 
of its  high level of win-
ter storm activity and the 
concentration of MDOT 
maintenance services in the 
region.

“We have the largest 
percentage of direct work 
force in the state,” Schir-
ripa said. “By that I mean 
most MDOT regions con-
tract with their counties. 

However, we have more 
plows in our region, which 
gave us a better idea of how 
the project would fare.”

MDOT’s Southwest Re-
gion has 86 plow trucks 
and about 140 plow driv-
ers, who work out of seven 
regional garages. Among 
those drives, there are 62 
routes to cover.

There are other states 
that use the dash camera 
feature, Schirripa said.

While MDOT has done 
the GPS locator for its 
snow plows before, it was 
never for the public’s ben-

efi t.
Schirripa said the loca-

tor was originally used to 
incur details about their 
snow plows from how 
much material is used and 
what areas tend to require 
more attention from plow-
ing.

Then the idea came 
about to put the locators 
on the Mi Drive maps to 
let people know where the 
heaviest activity of plow 
activities were. The cam-
eras came along soon after.

When the pilot pro-
gram was re-evaluated last 

spring, Schirripa said it 
was received so well that 
other regions wanted to do 
it.

“When we fi rst unveiled 
it, the feedback was un-
believable – especially on 
Facebook and Twitter,” 
he said. “It’s just an easy 
way of letting people know 
when a snow plow is near 
their street. People really 
appreciated that and the 
cameras as well. The truck 
cameras gave them another 
look.”

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Snow plow cameras come in handy for MDOT

Contributed photo

An image from the dash camera of a snow plow traveling along I-196 near Coloma on Friday. The Michigan Department of Trans-
portation includes camera images from the MiDrive website for Southwest Michigan residents.

BERRIEN COUNTY TRIAL COURT

NILES — The sentencing 
of former SMCAS executive 
director Tim Gray on em-
bezzlement charges has been 
delayed until 
Jan. 19.

No reasons 
have been of-
fered for the 
delay.  He  had 
been sched-
uled to be sen-
tenced Friday.

Gray, 50, 
now of Cla-
remont, Fla., was convicted 
Nov. 15 of embezzlement 
over $50,000 and under 
$100,000 for taking money 
from the ambulance service 
from 2009 to 2014. He stood 
accused of taking excessive 
payments for paid time off, 
holiday pay, dental and vi-
sion reimbursement and 
short-term disability.

Court offi cials did not give 
a reason for the delay except 
to say issues had come up. A 
hearing took place Thursday 
on Gray’s motion for post-
trial discovery with no rul-
ing made by Berrien County 
Trial Court Judge Angela 
Pasula.

Defense attorney Michael 
Conkright is asking to be al-
lowed to have a forensics expert 
examine SMCAS computers 
in an attempt to recover alleg-
edly deleted fi les, which could 
help determine restitution.

Conkright told Pasula 
that Gray received a pack-
age of documents from an 
anonymous sender related to 
SMCAS after the trial.

“They appear to be budget 
worksheets and fi nal budgets 
for some years,” he said. “We 
need to be able to ask wheth-
er any information still exists 
on the computers.”

He said the documents 
correlate to existing SMCAS 
documents.

“We want to show that the 
information was available, 
and that if it was deleted 
from the computer, a foren-
sics examiner could fi nd it,” 
he said. “We have good rea-
son to believe that the infor-
mation existed on the com-
puter.”

Pasula declined to allow 
the anonymous documents 
to be admitted into evidence. 
She is expected to rule on 
Conkright’s motion for post-
trial discovery at or before 
the Jan. 19 sentencing.

The only witness called 
to testify Thursday was 
SMCAS bookkeeper Cathy 
Ganus, who assumed the 
duty in October. 

Ganus brought budget in-
formation for the years 2008 
to the present as subpoenaed 
by Conkright. In questioning 
by Conkright, she disputed 
his claim that approval of the 
SMCAS budget amounted 
to spending authority for 
SMCAS staff for items in the 
budget.

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

Ex-SMACAS 
director’s fate had 
been on line Friday

Tim Gray 
sentencing 
delayed 
to Jan. 19 

GRAY

BENTON HARBOR — 
The FIRST Robotics (For 
Inspiration and Recogni-
tion of Science and Tech-
nology) competition will 
have its kick off 8 a.m.-3 
p.m. today at Lake Michi-
gan College’s Grand Upton 
Hall at the Napier Avenue 
campus.

This year’s robotics chal-
lenge, “Steamworks,” will 
be revealed to teams of 
high school students who 
will design, build, and pro-
gram robots over a six-
week period.

Teams will be able to view 
a partial game fi eld and game 
pieces set up in secret and re-
vealed at the kickoff event. 
The 2017 competition game 
rules and objectives will be 
announced. Teams will re-
ceive their kits of parts so 
that they can begin designing 
and building their robots for 
competition. Completed ro-
bots will later be judged in a 
district, state, and then global 
competition.

The team sign-in starts at 
8, followed by guest speak-
ers and a live feed from 
FIRST headquarters at 10. 
The robot kits will be dis-
tributed at 11 and the hall 
will remain open for teams 
to work.

By HP STAFF

FIRST Robotics 
season kicks off 
opener today

Michigan will soon ben-
efi t from the services of 13 
additional Michigan State 
Police motor carrier offi -
cers – including three to be 
assigned to the Fifth Dis-
trict in Southwest Michi-
gan – with the graduation 
of the 21st Motor Carrier 
Offi cer Recruit School, the 
agency announced.

Gov. Rick Snyder served 
as the keynote speaker 
at Friday’s graduation  in 
East Lansing.

“Public safety and the 

protection of our highway 
infrastructure is a very im-
portant job,” Snyder said. 
“These highly trained of-
fi cers play a crucial role in 
Michigan’s economy. Their 
dedication and commit-
ment to serving our great 
state and its residents is 
appreciated.”

Fifth District offi cers 
are Clayton McKone, as-
signed to the Paw Paw 
post; and Samantha 
Wheeler and Mindy Za-
strow, both assigned to 
the Niles post.  Graduat-
ing recruits will report to 
their respective MSP posts 
across the state for duty 
next week.

Motor carrier offi cers 
are armed uniformed 

members of the MSP who 
specialize in commercial 
vehicle enforcement. They 
enforce traffi c safety laws 
on commercial vehicles, 
protect the infrastructure 
through aggressive size 
and weight enforcement, 
conduct commercial vehi-
cle and driver inspections 
and contribute to home-
land security efforts by en-
forcing hazardous material 
regulations.

Motor Carrier Offi cer 
Recruit School began Aug. 
28, when 15 prospective of-
fi cers reported to the MSP 
Training Academy in Lan-
sing. For the past 20 weeks, 
recruits received training 
in  fi rearms, water safety, 
defensive tactics, patrol 

techniques, report writ-
ing, ethics, fi rst aid, crimi-
nal law, precision driving, 
commercial vehicle law 
and commercial vehicle in-
spection procedures.

In order to be selected to 
attend the academy, appli-
cants had to pass a strin-
gent selection process that 
included a physical fi tness 
test, background investi-
gation and hiring inter-
view. All 13 offi cers have 
continued their education 
with college studies and 
three have military experi-
ence.

To learn more about a 
career with the MSP, in-
terested candidates should 
visit www.michigan.gov/
mspjobs.

By HP STAFF

3 assigned 
to SW Michigan

State Police motor carrier officers graduate

DETROIT — Volkswa-
gen will soon be able to re-
pair some of its diesel cars 
so they meet U.S. emis-
sions standards.

The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the 
California Air Resources 
Board said Friday that 
they have approved a fi x 
for around 67,000 of the 
475,000 Volkswagens and 

Audis with 2-liter diesel 
engines that were pro-
grammed to cheat on U.S. 
emissions tests.

The German automaker 
acknowledged the cheating 
in 2015.

The remedy will fi x 2015 
models of the Volkswagen 
Beetle, Beetle Convertible, 
Golf, Golf SportWagen, 
Jetta and Passat as well 
as the Audi A3. The EPA 
and Volkswagen say the 
fi x won’t affect the cars’ 

fuel economy, reliability or 
driving characteristics.

Volkswagen says 58,000 
of those vehicles are in the 
hands of customers and 
9,000 are at dealerships. 
Under the agreement an-
nounced Friday, Volkswa-
gen has 10 days to notify 
affected owners about the 
fi x.

The remedy won’t ap-
ply to older Volkswagen 
and Audi models which 
date to 2009. Volkswa-

gen has submitted fi xes 
for those models, but the 
EPA and CARB haven’t 
yet approved them. It also 
doesn’t apply to 3-liter 
diesel engines, which are 
part of  a separate settle-
ment.

Volkswagen will repro-
gram the cars’ software 
immediately. In about a 
year, the company will in-
stall hardware on the cars, 
including a diesel particu-
late fi lter.

By DEE-ANN DURBIN 
AP Auto Writer

U.S. approves fix for some Volkswagen diesels


