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LOCAL & STATE

Don Campbell / HP staff

Ice forms on the railings on St. Joseph’s north pier Thursday night. “It could be worse,” may be the best way to describe 
the forecast. Weather Page A8.

ICE JAIL

Sentences

St. Joseph

Criminal Sexual Conduct
Kenneth W. Penley, 40, of 

Browntown Road, Baroda, two 
concurrent terms of 15-30 
years in prison for first-degree 
criminal sexual conduct and 
second-degree criminal sexual 
conduct, and a concurrent 
term of 10-30 years for crimi-
nal sexual conduct – assault 
with intent to commit sexual 
penetration. Penley sexually 
assaulted a child on multiple 
occasions between March 1, 
2016, and April 30, 2016, in 
Baroda Township, according to 
court records. Penley was also 
ordered to pay $532 in costs.

Gabriel J. Pruitt, 28, of Colfax 
Avenue, Benton Harbor, 5-15 
years in prison. credit for 90 
days served, and $258 in 
costs for third-degree criminal 
sexual conduct with force or 

coercion, an assault on a child 
between Oct. 1, 2012, and 
June 30, 2014, in Berrien 
County.

Home invasion
Thomas L. Barnett Jr., 25, of 

Cornelia Street, Benton Harbor, 
71 months to 15 years in pris-
on, credit for 63 days served, 
for second-degree home inva-
sion; a concurrent term of 38 
months to 10 years for break-
ing and entering a building 
with intent; and a concurrent 
term of 23 months to 5 years 
for possession of a firearm by 
a felon on or about Oct. 3 in 
Bainbridge Township. Barnett 
was also ordered to pay 
$1,834 in fines and costs.

Daniel V. Abbatoy, 23, of 
Naomi Road, Sodus, 90 days in 
jail to be served on jail tether, 
credit for 13 days served, and 
$960 in fines and costs for 
attempted breaking and enter-
ing without intent; and a con-

current term of 13 days. driv-
er’s license suspended for one 
year and $50 in costs for pos-
session of marijuana June 26, 
2016, in Pipestone Township. 

Otis K. Moore, 33, of Cleve-
land Avenue, St. Joseph, 2-15 
years in prison, credit for 127 
days served, $198 in costs 
and $2,805 in restitution for 
second-degree home invasion 
July 16, 2016, in Benton 
Township. 

Other
Christopher T. Wilder, 29, of 

Detroit, 50 months to 20 years 
in prison, credit for 285 days 
served, and $258 in costs for 
conducting a criminal enter-
prise, fraudulently using credit 
cards and gift cards to pur-
chase merchandise between 
Oct. 20, 2015, and Oct. 22, 
2015, in New Buffalo Town-
ship.

John Q. Bailey III, 29, of 
South Crystal Avenue, Benton 

Harbor, 180 days in jail, credit 
for 42 days served, for pos-
session of marijuana, second 
offense, March 17, 2016, in 
Benton Township, and $50 in 
costs for failure to appear on a 
bench warrant in Berrien 
County Trial Court.

Laura J. Outlaw, 39, of Pit-
kins, Benton Harbor, 15-168 
months, credit for 11 days 
served, $798 in costs and 
$845 in restitution for uttering 
and publishing a forged check 
Aug. 9, 2016, in Baroda Town-
ship.

Niles

Assault
Carla K. Aldridge, 37, of Taft 

Street, Niles, 75 days in jail, 
credit for 21 days served, 
$1,358 in fines and costs, 180 
days on SCRAM tether and 90 
days on jail tether for attempt-
ed assault with a dangerous 
weapon; and a concurrent 
term of 20 days in jail for con-

tempt of court, a bond viola-
tion, Aug. 28, 2016, in Niles.

Drug Court

Cocaine
Michael R. Jenkins, 60, of 

McAllister Street, Benton Har-
bor, 2-20 years in prison, cred-
it for 50 days served, and 
$198 in costs for delivery/
manufacture of less than 50 
grams cocaine Nov. 11, 2016, 
in Benton Harbor.

Randy D. Bowman Jr., 25, of 
Territorial Road, Benton Harbor, 
2-20 years in prison, credit for 
3 days served, and $198 in 
costs for delivery/manufacture 
of less than 50 grams cocaine 
Aug. 30, 2016, in Benton Har-
bor.

Michael S. Jenkins, 25, of 
Council Drive, Benton Harbor, 
120 days in jail, credit for 60 
days served, $1,358 in fines 
and costs and 3 years proba-
tion for possession of narcot-
ics, less than 25 grams 

cocaine, Nov. 11, 2016, in 
Benton Harbor.

Leo E. Conkin III, of U.S. 31, 
Berrien Springs, 42 days in 
jail, credit for 42 days served, 
$1,838 in fines and costs, 90 
days on tether and 2 years 
probation for possession of 
narcotics, less than 25 grams 
cocaine, Nov. 29, 2016, in 
Benton Township.

Other
Glenn D. Clark II, 46, of Platt 

Street, Niles, 5-20 years in 
prison, credit for 148 days 
served, and $598 in costs for 
operating/maintaining a meth-
amphetamine lab April 26, 
2016, in Bertrand Township.

Esaw L. Thompson, 41, of 
Pavone Street, Benton Harbor, 
90 days in jail, credit for 49 
days served, $198 in costs 
and driver’s license suspended 
for 1 year for maintaining a 
drug vehicle Nov. 22, 2016, in 
Benton Harbor.

BERRIEN COUNTY TRIAL COURT

Foundation asks: 
What’s the BIG IDEA? 

ST. JOSEPH — The As-
sociate Board of the Fred-
erick S. Upton Foundation 
is seeking BIG IDEA grant 
proposals to improve life in 
Berrien County, the foun-
dation announced.

The  foundation is ask-
ing nonprofi t organizations 
to dream big with creative 
programs. The BIG IDEA 
should include the poten-
tial for sustainability. The 
deadline to submit a letter 
of intent is April 10.

The selected recipient(s) 
will get  up to $50,000 to 
complete the project.

Proposals could in-
clude:  Collaborations with 
multiple agencies/partners; 
an evaluation of how the 
community will be im-
proved; and if  the BIG 
IDEA is a program ex-
pansion, a fresh approach 
should be demonstrated. 

Funding for capital proj-
ects  will not be consid-

ered.  For more informa-
tion, visit the foundation 
website at www.berrienco-
munity.org/Upton. A copy 
of the proposal is avail-
able at the foundation, 
2900 S. State St., or  email 
to uptonfoundation@
berriencommunity.org.

New faucets possible 
for many Flint homes

FLINT (AP) — The state 
of Michigan says it has 
money to replace faucets 
in as many as 4,000 Flint 
homes.

The state says brass fau-
cets and other brass com-
ponents can contribute to 
lead in drinking water. The 
state plans to target Flint 
homes that still are showing 
high lead levels, despite im-
provements in water quality 
elsewhere in the city.

Homes that qualify will 
have one kitchen faucet and 
one bathroom faucet re-
placed. Some plumbing will 
also be replaced.

IN BRIEF

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Volunteers say they are 
fi ghting hate with love dur-
ing the Love Overpass: 
Southwest Michigan Tour 
on Monday through Thurs-
day, sponsored by CARES, 
which has offi ces in Kalam-
azoo and Benton Harbor.

The event’s fi rst night 
will  be 5-6 p.m. Monday 
in Benton Township on the 
I-94 overpass on Napier 
Avenue. 

“Since election night, we 
have seen some people feel 
empowered to perform acts 
of hate against people of 
color and LGBT+ popu-
lations,” states a Facebook 
post about the event. “We 
all know that when we ad-
dress stigma, we are help-
ing those affected and liv-
ing with HIV. Join us to 
help share a message of 

love.”
Banners and fl ags will 

be supplied for people who 
don’t have them. For more 
information, search for 
“Love Overpass: SW MI 
Tour” on Facebook.

CARES provides ser-
vices to those living with 
HIV and works to prevent 
the disease through testing 
and education in Southwest 
Michigan.

Other Love Overpass 
events, which are all from 
5-6 p.m., are: 
• Tuesday, I-94 overpass 

on Oakland Drive, Kalam-
azoo;
• Wednesday, I-94 over-

pass on Capital Avenue SW, 
Battle Creek;
• Thursday, 131 over-

pass on Wealthy Street SE, 
Grand Rapids.

The local police depart-
ments have been notifi ed of 
the event at each site.

By HP STAFF

‘Love Overpass’ 
in Benton Twp. 
on Monday

ST. JOSEPH — Whether 
visitors like their chili mild 
or fi ery hot, with  chili-in-
spired desserts or hot bev-
erages, they will fi nd more 
than 20 ways to chase away 
the chill during the 5th An-
nual Downtown Chili Tour 
in downtown St. Joseph 
on Friday Jan. 27.

The 5-8 p.m. event is pre-

sented by Zion Evangelical 
UCC and a portion of the 
proceeds will be donated to 
the Benton Harbor Soup 
Kitchen. Merchants and 
restaurants will offer sam-
ples of their favorite chili 
recipes in hopes of earning 
the People’s Choice Award, 
determined by popular vote, 
or the Chili Pepper Award 
determined by a panel of 
judges.

“There is a suggested do-
nation of $2 per person or 
$5 for a family of four or 
more,” said Brian Smith, 
interim executive director 
and events manager of St. 
Joseph Today.

Special participants will 
include Caffé Tosi, featuring 
the St. Joseph High School’s 
“Fantastic Four” of the 
2016 LMC Chili Cook-Off. 
Participating restaurants of-

fering tastings at downtown 
shops include Bistro on 
the Boulevard, Zoup!, the 
Sandbar & Grille, Green-
bush Brewing Co., Babe’s 
Lounge, Plank’s, Papa 
Vino’s, Cravings, Round 
Barn, Bread+Bar, Charlie’s 
Piggin’ & Grinnin’, Coach’s 
and Clementine, as well as 
downtown eateries.

Registrants will get a 
map of chili stop loca-

tions, which they can turn 
in at the end of the night to 
vote for their favorite chili 
as well as be entered in a 
drawing for a $25 St. Jo-
seph Today gift certifi cate 
good at more than 40 loca-
tions. The drawing will be 
held Jan. 28.

Smith said several non-
chili locations are also 
“must stops” that evening 
because of their special 

sales and family-friendly 
entertainment.

Guests looking to en-
joy a full weekend of fun 
in St. Joseph can also still 
buy tickets for the 2nd An-
nual Winter Beer Fest, Jan. 
28, and the Magical Ice 
Fest,  Feb. 3-5. For updates 
about the Chili Tour and 
future events, visit stjoeto-
day.com, facebook.com/
stjoetoday or call 985-1111.

By HP STAFF

SJ Downtown Chili Tour set for Jan. 27

THREE OAKS — 
Three Oaks boosters are 
wasting no time in plan-
ning and fundraising for 
a  summer of  pageantry 
to  celebrate the village’s 
150th birthday. 

The Sesquicentennial 
Kickoff  Party is set for 
7-10 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
21, at Staymaker Restau-
rant at Journeyman Dis-
tillery, 109 Generations 
Drive. The evening will 
include hors d’ oeuvres 
while browsing through 
an overview of  the com-
ing events, historical dis-
plays and opportunities 
to volunteer.

“The sesquicentin-
nial is meant to be a fun 
and meaningful event for 
Three Oaks residents, but 
we are planning events 
that can also be enjoyed 
by visitors and tourists,” 

said Eric Taylor, the cel-
ebration coordinator.

Admission is $50 with 
all proceeds underwrit-
ing the summer festivi-
ties. Kickoff  tickets can 
be reserved by calling 
756-9221 or emailing 
threeoaks150@gmai l .
com.

Five weekends of  ac-
tivities are being planned 
for  July 7-8 and 21-22, 
Aug. 4-5 and 18-19 and 
Dedication Day on Sept. 
16. Activities range from 
music and dancing to 
history pageants, talent 
shows, a Civil War skir-
mish re-enactment, teas 
and free movie nights.

The kickoff  is in the 
village’s landmark Feath-
erbone Factory, founded 
in 1883 by E. K. Warren 
as a buggy whip and cor-
set factory.

Local historians say 

the factory put Three 
Oaks on the map with 
its revolutionary use of 
featherbones, which were 
softer than the stiffer 
whalebones used by cor-
set makers in the late 
19th Century. Fittingly, a 
statue of  Warren is being 
commissioned for dedi-
cation Sept. 16.

Henry Chamberlain 
settled Three Oaks in 
1850, and it became a 
village in 1867. The vil-
lage was originally called 
Chamberlain’s Siding.

Most of  the sesquicen-
tennial activities will be 
centered around Dewey 
Cannon Park.  President 
William McKinley dedi-
cated the park’s Spanish-
American War cannon 
in 1899 in recognition of 
the village raising $1,400, 
the largest contribution 
per capita of  any com-
munity in the nation for 
a memorial to the men of 
the battleship Maine.

S e s q u i c e n t e n n i a l 
events will reflect the 
village’s early days and 
its history through the 
years.

Among the events 
planned are a beard-
growing contest and 
period fashion show; a 
history play coordinated 
by Alan Turner; a choral 
concert by the Harbor 
Country Singers; tug-of-
war, checkers and cro-
quet tournaments; his-
tory tours coordinated 
by the Region of  Three 
Oaks Museum; a dance 
performance directed by 
local dance instructor 
Theresa Graziano, and 
pie-baking and  -eating 
contests.

Sponsorships are avail-
able for all events, begin-
ning at a few hundred 
dollars. Taylor said spon-
sorships  are  tax deduct-
ible. 

A time capsule will be 
sealed during  dedica-
tion ceremonies Sept. 16. 
Anyone wishing to have 
their picture included can 
schedule a free photo ses-
sion by calling the Three 
Oaks Arts and Education 
Center at 269-409-1191 
or emailing schoolo-
famericanmusic@gmail.
com.

By JANET HAYES
HP Correspondent

Fundraising gets 
serious for Three 
Oaks shindig

It takes money to praise a village


