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LOCAL

Don Campbell / HP staff

A couple stroll along the south pier in St. Joseph on a placid Tuesday afternoon. The forecast calls for calm but cool. Weather Page A8.

MELLOW WINTER

And then there were two
BENTON HARBOR — Trev-

or Kubatzke and Jon Mandrell 
are the last fi nalists standing in 
Lake Michigan College’s presi-
dential search.

LMC Board members chose 
Kubtazke and Mandrell at Tues-
day night’s meeting, while elimi-
nating Jackson College Provost 
Rebekah Woods from further 
consideration.

All three candidates interviewed 
last week for a chance to succeed 
Bob Harrison, who returned in 
May 2016 as president emeritus/
acting CEO, after the board fi red 
his predecessor, Jennifer Spielvo-
gel.

The fourth fi nalist, Orinthia 
Montague, vice president for stu-
dent affairs and chief diversity 
offi cer at Normandale College in 

Bloomington, Minn., withdrew 
for personal reasons.

Tuesday’s decision came down 
to the fi nalists’ interview per-
formances, plus 167 feedback 
surveys due by 5 p.m. Monday, 
said  Trustee Mary Jo Tomasini, 
who’s chairwoman of the search 
committee.

“It was a very diffi cult decision,” 
Tomasini said. “We received feed-
back from staff, faculty, students 
and the public, and we were able 
to get different constituent feed-
back. We defi nitely read all the 
surveys, that’s for sure. It was very 
diffi cult to eliminate one. All three 
were great fi ts for this college.”

The current process – which 
began in November 2016, with 
92 applicants, and narrowed to 
13 semi-fi nalists – is exceeding the 
board’s expectations, Tomaisini 
said.

“We’re just really pleased at the 

candidate pool. I believe it’s the 
best candidate pool I’ve ever seen. 
We had strong candidates, and we 
had more candidates. And that is 
why this decision is so very diffi -
cult,” she said.

Now that the board has cho-
sen fi nalists, doing more reference 
checks is the next order of busi-
ness, Tomasini said.

“Once we fi nish the referencing, 
we hope to make an offer in the 
next 30 days,” she said.

The board may also do site vis-
its, but hasn’t decided on that yet, 
she said.

Kubatzke is vice president of 
student services at Milwaukee 
Area Technical College, according 
to a biography on LMC’s website.

He’s a board member for the 
Hispanic Professionals of Greater 
Milwaukee and is a member of the 
Milwaukee Power Squadron. He’s 
served on the Taylorville Com-
munity School District board and 
the Illinois School Board Asso-
ciation, his biography states. He 

worked as a police offi cer in West 
Union, Iowa.

Mandrell is vice president of 
academics and student services 
at Sauk Valley Community Col-
lege in Dixon, Ill. He serves on 
the boards of the Dixon Family 
YMCA, Sauk Valley Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, Sauk Valley 
Leadership Program, and is a 
member of the Twin Cities Ro-
tary, his biography states.

Mandrell previously worked as 
a police offi cer in Oregon, Ill.

The board plans to have Har-
rison’s successor in April 2017, 
though the actual timing will 
probably depend on whatever 
loose ends Kubtazke or Mandrell 
will have tie up with their current 
employers, Tomasini said.

“It’ll depend on who we select, 
and what their transition plan can 
be. Any administrator at that lev-
el, it’s not like you get two weeks’ 
notice. So we want to respect that 
because we would never want 
someone to leave us in the lurch,” 

she said.
The board wound up launching 

a second search in less than a year 
after it fi red Spielvogel in May af-
ter only three months on the job. 
The  board  alleged unauthorized 
spending and unprofessional be-
havior.

Harrison then stepped back 
into the presidency, from which 
he’d retired in December 2015.

Tomasini said the fall 2016 tim-
ing of the second search, which 
LMC is  conducting with consul-
tant Angela Provart of the Pauly 
Group, made a real difference in 
the overall quality of candidates.

“Angela advised us this time 
might be better, and I’m really 
glad we heeded her advice. (Last 
time) we wanted someone to start 
Jan. 1. She cautioned us to slow 
down and try to push this into 
the fi rst or second quarter of this 
year,” Tomasini said. “We’re real 
appreciative that Dr. Harrison is 
willing to stay, and give us a little 
more time.”

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Water lead-level falls below federal limit in Flint

LANSING — Flint’s water 
system no longer has levels of 
lead exceeding the federal limit, 
a key fi nding that Michigan envi-
ronmental offi cials said Tuesday 
was good news for a city whose 
100,000 residents have been grap-
pling with the man-made water 
crisis.

The 90th percentile of lead con-
centrations in Flint was 12 parts 
per billion from July through De-
cember, below the “action level” 
of 15 ppb, according to a letter 
from the Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quality to 
Flint’s mayor. It was 20 ppb in the 
prior six-month period.

Based on the sample of 368 resi-
dential sites, Flint’s lead levels are 
again comparable to other simi-
larly sized U.S. cities with older 
infrastructure, state offi cials said.

“This is good news and the 
result of many partners on the 
local, county, state and federal 
levels working together to restore 
the water quality in the City of 
Flint,” the department’s director, 
Heidi Grether, said in a statement. 
“The Flint water system is one of 

the most monitored systems in the 
country for lead and copper, and 
that commitment will remain to 
ensure residents continue to have 
access to clean water.”

Residents, whose mistrust in 
government remains high nearly 
three years after a fateful switch 
of Flint’s water source in April 
2014 while the city was under 
state management, are being told 
to continue using faucet fi lters or 
bottled water because an ongoing 
mass replacement of pipes could 
spike lead levels in individual 
houses. The replacement of the 
lines is expected to take years.

Tuesday’s announcement drew 
immediate skepticism from some 
residents.

Melissa Mays said it “means 
nothing. There’s still lead in the 
system.”

“Especially with disruptions, 
main breaks – pieces of lead scale 
will be breaking off until these 
pipes are replaced,” Mays said. 
“You cannot tell me the water is 
safe because you have not tested 
every home.”

Flint’s public health emergency 
began when lead from old pipes 
leached into the water supply be-
cause corrosion-reducing phos-

phates were not added due to an 
incorrect reading of federal regu-
lations.

Elevated levels of lead, a neu-
rotoxin, were detected in children, 
and 12 people died in a Legion-
naires’ disease outbreak that ex-
perts suspect was linked to the 
improperly treated water. An 
ongoing investigation has led to 
charges against 13 current or for-
mer government offi cials, includ-
ing two managers who Republi-
can Gov. Rick Snyder appointed 
to run the city.

Snyder has apologized for the 
crisis.

“The remarkable improvement 
in water quality over the past year 
is a testament to all levels of gov-
ernment working together and the 
resilient people of Flint helping 
us help them through participa-
tion in the fl ushing programs,” he 
said in a statement. “There is still 
more work to do in Flint, and I 
remain committed to helping the 
residents recover and restore their 
city.”

Armed with the new numbers, 
state attorneys asked a judge Tues-
day to drop a Nov. 10 order that 
directs Michigan and Flint to in-
spect home fi lters and deliver bot-

tled water if necessary. Assistant 
Attorney General Michael Mur-
phy said thousands of homes have 
been visited, but he acknowledged 
that the state has not determined 
how to acquire, store and deliver 
water as the judge instructed.

“They’re treating the order as 
a suggestion,” Dimple Chaud-
hary, a lawyer with the Natural 
Resources Defense Council, said, 
urging U.S. District Judge David 
Lawson to keep the injunction in 
place.

Lawson did not make an imme-
diate decision, although he said 
the state appeared to be “slow-
walking” compliance.

While it is important for cities to 
be below the federal limit, experts 
say there is no safe level of lead 
and the crisis has exposed gaps in 
a monitoring system that can mis-
lead individual homeowners and 
renters into thinking their tap wa-
ter is safe when only some homes 
with lead pipes are sampled.

Michigan’s letter to Flint May-
or Karen Weaver was reviewed by 
the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency before it was sent. 
Weaver called the results “encour-
aging” but said, “We are not out 
of the woods yet.”

By DAVID EGGERT 
Associated Press

Community 
policing 
builds trust, 
reduces crime

BENTON HARBOR — Police 
offi cers are on the road every day 
arresting criminals and helping 
people in crisis situations.

But, what happens when offi cers 
help an elderly woman change a 
light bulb or shovel her sidewalk?

St. Joseph Public Safety Direc-
tor Brian Uridge said that kind 
of community policing is what is 
needed to build trust between po-
lice and the residents they serve.

“Community policing needs to 
be a belief. It needs to be through-
out your organization,” he said 
during a Southwest Michigan AL-
PACT meeting Tuesday at Kinex-
us in Benton Harbor.

While he worked at Kalamazoo 
Public Safety, he said he helped 
the department change its mindset 
towards community policing.

“We would ask our offi cers ev-
ery day to get out of your car and 
do 20 minutes of foot patrol,” 
said Uridge, who 
took over as public 
safety director in St. 
Joseph two months 
ago. “Don’t arrest 
somebody. Just get 
out of your car, 
pick a street when 
you’re not on a call 
for service, and go 
out and talk to someone, and talk 
to them about nothing. Just talk 
to them about the weather.”

He said people were amazed 
when offi cers were walking down 
the street.

“We didn’t have just one person 
do it,” he said. “If we had 18 po-
lice offi cers on the road, we asked 
all 18 of them to get out of their 
car for 20 minutes. Every one of us 
has that capacity.”

He said it’s important through-
out the entire nation that commu-
nity policing become the norm for 
all offi cers.

“In Kalamazoo, we just started 
rewarding (offi cers)  for different 
things,” he said.

Uridge said Kalamazoo Public 
Safety offi cials started listing non-
traditional things offi cers did at 
the bottom of their weekly update. 
He said it was hard to get the offi -
cers in Kalamazoo to think about 
community policing.

“The only way to change a cul-
ture is every day to reinforce it,” he 
said. 

He said that helps get offi cers 
out of an enforcement mindset 
and gets them thinking like am-
bassadors.

“Our goal is to reduce crime,” he 
said. “You do that through com-
munity policing.”

Southwest Michigan ALPACT 
has several ways citizens can get 
involved in creating a positive rela-
tionship between law enforcement 
offi cers and the community.

Berrien County Prosecutor Mi-
chael Sepic will talk about “How 

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

LMC settles on two president candidates

IN BRIEF
BH school board sets 
town hall for tonight

BENTON HARBOR — Ben-
ton Harbor school board trust-
ees will have a special meeting 
at 7 p.m. tonight to discuss the 
possible closing of three Benton 
Harbor schools.

The meeting will be at Benton 
Harbor High School, 870 Colfax 
Ave. A town hall meeting on the 

subject will be after the special 
meeting.

The state School Reform Of-
fi ce has proposed closing 38 
schools in Michigan on June 30, 
including International Acad-
emy at Hull, STEAM Academy 
at MLK and Dream Academy.

Superintendent Shelly Walker 
will talk about improvements in 
the school district and respond 
to questions regarding the role of 

the SRO. 
A second town hall meeting on 

the topic will be at 1 p.m. Feb. 1 
at STEAM Academy at MLK, 
750 E. Britain Ave.

Pro-ACA rally 
slated for St. Joseph

ST. JOSEPH — Berrien Coun-
ty Democrats in Action is host-
ing a rally Saturday in St. Joseph 

to express support for the Af-
fordable Care Act, the organiza-
tion announced.

The public is invited to the 2-3 
p.m. event at the corner of Main 
and Broad streets.

The law provides coverage for 
an estimated 20 million to 30 mil-
lion Americans. Congressional 
Republicans and President Don-
ald Trump have vowed to repeal 
the law. See TRUST, page A4

URIDGE

EXPLORE. NETWORK. ATTEND.
Join us for our Kinexus Career Event
5-7 PM on February 8, 2017
499 West Main Street in Benton Harbor
Contact HR@Kinexus.org for more information

LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? WE’RE HIRING!


