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BENTON HARBOR 
— Lake Michigan College’s 
new president says he can’t 
wait to reconnect with his 
Michigan years – and help 

lead the in-
stitution to a 
higher level.

Trevor A. 
Ku b a t z k e , 
vice president 
of student 
services at 
M i lwa u ke e 
Area Tech-

nical College (MATC), 
emerged as the LMC 
board’s top choice Friday 
when it voted to offer him 

a contract.
He  has served as vice 

president for student and 
educational services at 
Delta College in University 
Center, Mich., before taking 
his current job in Wisconsin 
– and its of environment of 
four campus buildings and 
40,000 students.

“Before leaving Michi-
gan, we were debating 
whether I would go back 
at that point, to be a pres-

ident,” Kubatzke said. 
“With all of my experiences 
put together, I’m confident 
that I’m ready to come into 
Lake Michigan, lead the 
team, and continue to serve 
the residents.”

As an example, Ku-
batzke cites his experiences 
with leading a program at 
MATC that offers free two-
year tuition to high school 
graduates who meet certain 
criteria, he said.

“We’ve doubled our 
direct-from-high-school 
enrollment in one year. So, 
throughout my career, I’ve 
been looking for innovative 
ways to make sure the resi-
dents know that we’re here, 
and providing real-time, 
quality education for the 
work force,” he said.

That kind of talk – and 
track record – earned Ku-
batzke the nod over the 
other finalist, Jon Man-

drell, vice president of aca-
demics and student services 
at Sauk Valley Community 
College in Dixon, Ill., LMC 
Board Chairwoman Debra 
Johnson said.

“Dr. Kubatzke comes 
with a vast leadership expe-
rience, “ Johnson said. “His 
work history demonstrates 
that he’s a team builder, he’s 
collaborative – he not only 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Trevor Kubatzke 
seeks return 
to Michigan

LMC chooses new president
KUBATZKE

Don Campbell / HP staff

Andrews University student Melissa Hoover works with Jamariana Christian, 8, during a mentor-
ing visit to STEAM Academy at MLK Friday afternoon.

LANSING —  A bill 
passed by the Michigan 
Senate, and supported by 
Sen. John Proos, to attract 
new busi-
nesses and 
investment 
to border 
c o m mu n i -
ties is meet-
ing skeptics.

S t a t e 
Sen. Dale 
Zorn’s bill 
would  encourage busi-
nesses to set up in counties 
near the border instead of 
in other states that border 
Michigan such as Ohio, 
Indiana or Wisconsin. The 
state would provide grants, 
loans and other economic 
assistance to qualified 
businesses that make in-
vestment in the state or 
who create” qualified new 
jobs,” The Associated 
Press reported.

The  bill would expand 
the definition of “qualified 
new job” from a job done 
by somebody who lives in 
Michigan to include some-
body who does not live in 
the state but works for a 
business on the Michigan 
side of the border.

“Although nearly half  
a million private-sector 
jobs have been created in 
Michigan during the last 
six years, we must con-

tinue to help encourage 
job creation in our state 
and ensure that businesses 
investing in Michigan can 
employ the skilled workers 
they need to be successful,” 
Proos said in a press re-
lease. “This reform would 
help job creators come 
to Southwest Michigan, 
instead of Indiana, and 
enable businesses already 
here to expand and grow 
in our state.”

James Hohman, as-
sistant director of fiscal 
policy at the Mackinac 
Center for Public Policy, 
told The Herald-Palladi-
um  he thinks this is ter-
rible news for Michigan 
taxpayers who will have to 
subsidize these jobs, and 
is even more worried we 
can’t be told how much the 
businesses are being subsi-
dized. 

“This is not a good thing 
for state law makers to en-
courage,” he said. 

Hohman said the legis-
lation, if  it becomes law, 
is not  really going to help 
employers in the long-run.

The Mackinac Center is 
a free market think tank in 
Midland.

The bill passed on a 24 
to 13 vote and has been 
sent to the House.

Zorn is a Monroe Coun-
ty Republican. His 17th 
District borders Ohio.

Contact: anewman@thehp.com, 
932-0357, Twitter: @HPANewman

By ALEXANDRA NEWMAN
HP Staff Writer

Bill would benefit 
businesses in 
border counties

ST. JOSEPH — The 
Chicago Cubs’ World Se-
ries trophy will be at St. 
Joseph High School in 
less than two weeks.

The trophy will be at the 
St. Joseph High School 
Fieldhouse 9-10:30 a.m. 
Feb. 20 at 2521 Stadium 
Drive in St. Joseph, be-
fore it’s taken to Cityscape 
Events Center at 125 S. 
Kalamazoo Mall, where 
it will be from 2-3:30 p.m.

“We’re thrilled to get 
the call about hosting and 
we thank St. Joseph City 
Manager John Hodgson 
for sending them our 
way,” Cardon said in an 
email.

The Cubs updated their 
trophy tour schedule Fri-
day, which included  St. 
Joseph and Kalamazoo 
on its list of stops for 
Monday, Feb. 20.

Principal Greg 
Blomgren said one of 
the Cubs event coordi-
nators was touring the 
city and asked to stop by 
the school to see if  the 
school  could accommo-
date the tour and its an-
ticipated crowd.

Blomgren said the tour 
would be a great chance 
to showcase the school.

“It’s a cool opportunity 
and how can you say no to 
that?” Blomgren said Fri-
day. “I’m a longtime Cubs 
fan and we all thought it 
was a great opportunity 
for the community and 
the high school.”

The first 500 fans at the 
high school will receive a 
wristband to guarantee 
their ability to see the tro-
phy. Additional fans will 
be accommodated if  time 
permits.

Blomgren said they’ll 
know more of  the logis-
tics of the event as they 
get closer to Feb. 20.

“That’s all a part of 
their plans. We are the 
host site,” Blomgren said. 
“We are in school that 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer
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DETROIT — Billionaire 
businessman Mike Ilitch, 
who founded the Little Cae-
sars pizza empire before buy-
ing the Detroit Red Wings 
and the Detroit Tigers, and 
won praise for keeping the 
professional sports teams in 
the city as others relocated to 
new suburban stadiums, has 
died. He was 87.

His family released a state-
ment saying Ilitch died on 
Friday at a local hospital. 
They called him a visionary 
who set the tone for his com-
pany and his family.

“He made such a posi-
tive impact in the world of 
sports, in business and in 
the community, and we will 

remember him for his un-
wavering commitment to 
his employees, his passion 
for Detroit, his generosity 

to others and his devotion 
to his family and friends,” 
his son Christopher Ilitch, 
president and CEO of Ilitch 

Holdings Inc., said in the 
statement.

Family spokesman Doug 
Kuiper confirmed the death, 
but no other details were 
provided.

Ilitch and his wife, Mar-
ian, founded Little Caesars 
– later known for its “Pizza! 
Pizza!” ads featuring an ani-
mated “Little Caeser” – in 
suburban Detroit in 1959. 
They eventually grew the 
business into one of the 
world’s largest carry-out piz-
za chains with several spin-
off companies.

Known simply as “Mr. I” 
to most people in Michigan, 
Ilitch was as much a fan of 
the often-struggling Detroit 
as he was of sports. When ap-
proached in 2009 by organiz-
ers of the Motor City Bowl 

in Detroit, Ilitch agreed to 
sponsor the annual college 
football bowl game despite 
a poor local economy. The 
game was renamed the Little 
Caesars Pizza Bowl.

“It’s a sporting event, and 
we need sporting events,” 
Ilitch said at the time. “It 
picks our community up to 
no end, with all the great 
colleges we have in this state 
and the professional teams 
that we have. Thank God for 
‘em, especially at times that 
are rough right now.”

The son of Macedo-
nian immigrants, Ilitch was 
born on July 20, 1929. He 
played baseball at Detroit’s  
Cooley High School and 
was signed by his hometown 

By COREY WILLIAMS 
Associated Press

Tigers, Red Wings owner Mike Ilitch dies at 87

Julian H. Gonzalez / Detroit Free Press / AP

Detroit Red Wings owner Mike Ilitch, center, hoists the Stanley 
Cup in Washington in 1998 after the Red Wings won their second 
consecutive NHL championship.

BENTON HARBOR 
— Third grade students 
giggled Friday in Benton 
Harbor as two Andrews 
University students acted 
out a chipmunk avoiding 
a coyote who wants to eat 
her.

Afterwards, the col-
lege students from Berrien 
Springs led the third grad-
ers in a discussion reveal-

ing that the chipmunk was 
able to get away because she 
keeps everything neat and 
clean.

Then, the class colored a 
vocabulary sheet that went 
along with the story.

It may look like fun and 
games, but the younger 
students are learning im-
portant reading and com-
prehension skills, said their 
teacher,  Angelette Barnes, 
at STEAM at MLK in Ben-
ton Harbor. 

“When they see the play 
visually, it helps (the vocab-
ulary) to sink in and they 
make connections,” Barnes 
said. “It gets them to think-
ing and comprehending.”

About 100 Andrews 
University students are in-
volved, with 50 at a time 
working on  Fridays with 
second and third grade stu-
dents from International 
Academy at Hull and at 
STEAM, said  Leila Celes-
tin, a graduate student at 
the university who is help-
ing to coordinate the pro-
gram.

She said the program, 
called Human Empow-
erment Life Project, was 
started by Andrews student 
Carlisle Sutton about a year 
ago. She said the group 
only went to the schools a  

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Andrews students 
pitch in for BH  
elementary schoolers
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .33º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .19º
Record High . . . . . . 56º in 1999
Record Low . . . . . .-12º in 1994
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 1.43"
Normal month to date. . . . 0.60"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 4.53"
Normal year to date . . . . . 2.92"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:45 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:14 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:13 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:06 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see mostly cloudy 
skies with a slight chance of rain, 
high temperature of 44º, humidity 
of 81%. North wind 5 mph. Expect 
cloudy skies tonight with a 30% 
chance of rain, overnight low of 
33º. North wind 5 mph. The wind 
chill could reach the upper 20s.

Today, W wind 5 to 7 kt becoming variable and less than 5 
kt. A slight chance of rain after noon. Waves 1 to 2 ft. Water 
temperature 35 degrees.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.

40s
30s
20s
10s

90s
80s
70s
60s
50s

100s
110s

0s

L

H

L L

H

Sunday

Mostly Cloudy
39º / 27º

Monday

Sunny
39º / 30º

Tuesday

Mostly Sunny
40º / 28º

Wednesday

Snow Possible
33º / 24º

Today

Mostly Cloudy
44º

Tonight

Isolated Rain
33º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today, skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy, highs in the 20s and 
30s. Northwest wind 5 to 10 mph. Skies will remain partly cloudy 
to cloudy Sunday with scattered snow, highs in the 20s and 30s.

Expect partly cloudy to cloudy skies today with highs in the 30s 
and 40s. West wind 3 to 8 mph. Partly cloudy to cloudy skies will 
continue Sunday with scattered rain and snow.

Are there natural sources 
of acid rain? ?

Answer: Volcanoes produce gases 
that cause acid rain.

Last
2/18

New
2/26

First
3/5

Full
3/12

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 15
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Feb. 11, 2017

Marquette
31/23

Green Bay
37/29

Oshkosh
38/29

Milwaukee
41/32

Chicago
43/34

Gary
43/35

Benton 
Harbor
44/33

Grand 
Rapids
41/31

Midland
40/30

Traverse
City
37/27

Cheboygan
34/23

Sault Ste.
Marie
34/22

Port
Huron
41/31

Flint
42/31

Detroit
43/33

Lansing
42/32

Toledo
48/35

Upper Peninsula

Lower Peninsula

DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1992

Pregnant Van Buren teenag-
ers are finding a way to stay in 
school.

Girls who have not yet earned 
their high school diploma can 
have their babies and continue 
with their school work at the 
Paw Paw Public Schools in a 
unique program.

The Teen Age Parent (TAP) 
program serves between 50 and 
60 girls in a given year.

The Paw Paw program is dif-
ferent from others in the state 
because the girls are allowed 
to remain with the program for 
as long as they like after giving 
birth. 

35 years ago – 1982
A weekend Coloma Township 

resident is in the movies.

Scott Hardt, 14, is in the first 
10 minutes of the recently re-
leased motion picture,”Four 
Friends.”

The picture, filmed around 
East Chicago, Ind., is the first 
picture Scott has made and it all 
began about the time the family 
was in the process of purchasing 
their “summer-weekend” home 
at Paw Paw Lake in Coloma.

50 years ago – 1967
The “wrinkle” roof of the 

one-story Hughes Plastics Inc 
factory building, weakened by 
a heavy snowfall, collapsed in 
south St. Joseph. Although 
twisted, walls of the plant re-
mained standing to provide ref-
uge for some 35 workers who 
fled when the roof collapsed, the 
cantilevered roof had no inte-
rior support posts.

Today is Saturday, Feb. 11, the 
42nd day of 2017. There are 323 
days left in the year.

Highlight in History:
On Feb. 11, 1929, the Lateran 

Treaty was signed, with Italy 
recognizing the independence 
and sovereignty of Vatican City.

On this date:
In 660 B.C., tradition holds 

that Japan was founded as Jim-
mu ascended the throne as the 
country’s first emperor.

In 1858, a French girl, Ber-
nadette Soubirous, reported 
the first of  18 visions of  a lady 
dressed in white in a grotto 
near Lourdes. (The Catholic 
Church later accepted that 
the visions were of  the Virgin 

Mary.)
In 1937, a six-week-old sit-

down strike against General 
Motors ended, with the com-
pany agreeing to recognize the 
United Automobile Workers 
Union.

In 1963, American author 
and poet Sylvia Plath was found 
dead in her London flat, a sui-
cide; she was 30.

In 1986, Soviet dissident Na-
tan Sharansky was released 
by the Soviet Union after nine 
years of captivity as part of an 
East-West prisoner exchange.

In 2011, Egypt exploded with 
joy after pro-democracy pro-
testers brought down President 
Hosni Mubarak, whose resigna-
tion ended three decades of au-
thoritarian rule.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

day, but will work out the 
details as we get closer to 
that week.”

Fans can follow the 

Cubs on Twitter and Ins-
tagram for specific updates 
on the Cubs Trophy Tour 
using the #CubsTrophy-
Tour hashtag.

Referred to as the Com-
missioner’s Trophy, it is 
24 inches tall and features 

30 flags – one for each 
Major League Baseball 
team.

After a 108-year champi-
onship drought, the Cubs 
won the 2016 World Series 
by a score of 8-7 in Game 
7 over the Cleveland Indi-

ans. The win secured one 
of the greatest comebacks 
in the MLB history, where 
the Cubs  were forced to 
win the final three games 
of the series.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

TROPHY
From page A1

talks servant leadership, he 
walks servant leadership.”

The board will begin 
contract talks with Kubatz-
ke, who’s expected to start 
in April, an LMC news re-
lease stated.

He will succeed Bob Har-
rison, who’ll retire after 18 
years at LMC.

Harrison returned last 
May as president emeritus/
acting CEO after the board 
fired his predecessor, Jen-
nifer Spielvogel, after three 
months on the job. The 
board alleged unauthor-
ized spending and unpro-
fessional conduct.

Johnson served on the 
presidential search com-
mittee, along with LMC 
Board President Michael 
Lindley and Trustee Mary 
Jo Tomasini.

“For Dr. Kubatzke, he’s 
coming home – this is a 
good fit for him, and I know 
he’s excited and happy to 
be coming to Lake Michi-
gan College,” she said.

Tomasini served as chair 
of the search committee. It 
began work last fall with 92 
applicants, which was nar-
rowed to 13 semi-finalists, 
and then four finalists, 
including Kubtazke and 
Mandrell.

Tomasini thanked LMC 
staff, faculty members and 
local residents for helping 
the board through its sec-
ond search process in less 
than a year.

“People have been incred-
ibly thoughtful and dedi-
cated to making our candi-
dates feel welcome during 
their visits, and helping us 
make the best decision for 
LMC,” she said.

The board received more 
than 200 comments during 
its search.

“It was a difficult 
choice,” Johnson said, of 
the final decision-mak-
ing activities. “Most of 
the candidates were very 
strong. As a board, when 
we looked at our numbers, 
and where we had them, 
we all made our way to the 
same place.”

Kubatzke’s success with 
helping local students ac-
cess higher education is 
comparable to LMC’s work 
with the Benton Harbor 
Promise Zone program – 
and shows that “he under-
stands Michigan,” Johnson 
said.

“He understands the 
relationship between the 
community, the K-12 and 
business and industry, es-
pecially how important 
that is for us here in Berrien 
County,” she said.

Lindley seconded those 
sentiments in his own brief  
statement.

“Dr. Kubatzke brings a 
breadth and depth of ex-
perience to Lake Michi-
gan College, and he has a 
sincere passion for student 
success. He’s knowledge-
able about the complexities 
and culture of a commu-
nity college like ours, and 
understands the value of 
LMC’s interconnectedness 
with business, K-12 and 
economic partners. We are 
confident he is a great fit for 
our college, and our com-
munity,” Lindley said.

When asked how he sees 
his Wisconsin experienc-
es correlating with those 
he’ll encounter at LMC, 
Kubtazke responded: 
“They’re not sharply con-
trasting. We all are here to 
serve our students, make 
sure our education is rel-
evant to our community, 
and make sure our resi-
dents have access to higher 
education.”

Kubatzke worked to keep 
those goals in mind during 
his tenure at MATC, which 
coincided with the highly 
charged political atmo-
sphere under Gov. Scott 
Walker, he said.

“We took the approach 
that, no matter what hap-
pens outside our walls, 
college is vital to our com-
munity, so it’s important to 
come together, and work 
together for the betterment 
of our students. I’m proud 
to say, that after a year of 
working together, we came 
out stronger,” he said.

Kubatzke began his com-
munity college career in 
1995 at Upper Iowa Uni-
versity in Fayette, Iowa, 
LMC stated, in its release.

He then went on to hold 
a number of key positions 
at Lincoln Land Commu-
nity College in Springfield, 
Ill., including associate 
vice president of enroll-
ment services; interim chief 
information officer; and 
executive director of the 
Eastern Region Education 
Center.

He’s a board member of 
Hispanic Professionals of 
Greater Milwaukee, and is 
a member of the Milwau-
kee Power Squadron. He 
also worked as a police of-
ficer in West Union, Iowa.

He holds a doctor of 
philosophy in education 
administration in com-
munity college leadership 
from Walden University, a 
master of science in educa-
tion administration from 
Missouri State University, 
and a bachelor of science 
in agricultural econom-
ics from the University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville. 

LMC
From page A1

couple of times in the 
spring of 2016. But, since 
September, she said they 
have been there almost ev-

ery Friday afternoon.
Principal John Da-

vid VanDyke said not 
much learning usually 
happens on Friday af-
ternoons  because both 
students and teachers 
are tired from the week. 

But, he said having the 
Andrews University stu-
dents come in rejuve-
nates everyone.

“The kids really look for-
ward to it,” he said.

He said the extra help is 
critical to help his students 

make gains in their reading 
abilities.

“Many of them are still 
learning to read rather 
than reading to learn,” he 
said.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

Don Campbell / HP staff

Andrews University graduate student Jharony Gibbs, center, joins Olivia Bell, 8, left, and Makiah Leanees, 8, on a coloring activity 
during a mentoring visit to STEAM Academy at MLK Friday afternoon.

READING
From page A1

Tigers after his four-year 
stint in the U.S. Marines, 
spending three years in the 
team’s farm system before a 
knee injury ended his play-
ing career.

But he found his niche in 
business. His family’s com-
panies had combined rev-
enues of $2.4 billion in 2011.

It started with that first 
Little Caesars restaurant 
in Garden City, a working-
class suburb west of Detroit. 
A food service distribution 
company soon followed to 
supply ingredients and oth-
er products for the growing 
number of restaurants. Blue 
Line Foodservice grew into 
one of the largest program 
account food service dis-
tribution companies in the 
U.S.

Ilitch Holdings Inc. was 
established in 1999 to man-

age the family’s interests in 
food, sports and entertain-
ment, and the company 
remained family focused. 
His son, Christopher, was 
president and CEO, while 
his wife, Marian, was vice 
chairwoman as well as sole 
owner of MotorCity Ca-
sino, one of Detroit’s three 
casinos.

Ilitch broke into sports 
ownership in 1982, when 
he paid a reported $8 mil-
lion for the struggling Red 
Wings. Once a National 
Hockey League power-
house, the team had bot-
tomed out to mediocrity, 
but it began winning again 
under Ilitch. The Red Wings 
took home the Stanley Cup 
in 1997, 1998, 2002 and 
2008.

Ilitch was inducted into 
the NHL Hockey Hall of 
Fame in 2003, and into the 
U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame 
and Michigan Sports Hall 
of Fame a year later.

“Mr. and Mrs. Ilitch are 
incredibly passionate about 
Detroit and their teams,” 
Red Wings general man-
ager Ken Holland told The 
Associated Press in a 2010 
interview. “They create a 
family atmosphere with sta-
bility, loyalty and a personal 
touch. But we all under-
stand we have to produce to 
be around for a long time.”

As part of his long-term 
plan to build a Detroit-
based business empire, Ilitch 
also bought Olympia Enter-
tainment, which manages 
several restaurants, sports 
and entertainment venues, 
in 1982.

Husband and wife bought 
the downtown Fox Theatre 
five years later and started 
a massive, $12 million res-
toration. It reopened a year 
later and became a lucrative 
venue for musicals, plays 
and other productions. The 
Little Caesars world head-
quarters also was moved 

downtown.
Then, in 1992, the man 

who once dreamed of play-
ing for the Detroit Tigers 
bought the team for $85 
million. He moved it in 2000 
from the storied but fading 
Tiger Stadium to Comerica 
Park, across from the Fox 
Theatre.

Unlike previous owners 
of both sports franchises, 
Ilitch opened his checkbook 
to sign top players – finding 
solid success in hockey, and 
a rollercoaster in baseball.

The Tigers lost an 
American League record 
119 games in 2003, but ad-
vanced to the World Series 
three years later, losing in 
five games to the St. Louis 
Cardinals. Near the end of 
a disappointing 2008 sea-
son, Ilitch said he and the 
team would review every-
thing done to put the roster 
together but focusing on the 
$138 million payroll wasn’t 
the priority.

ILITCH
From page A1


