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LOCAL & STATE
Animal Control director to retire

ST. JOSEPH — Berrien Coun-
ty Animal Control Director Val 
Grimes is getting ready to ride off  
into the sunset after 20 years head-
ing the department.

County Administrator Bill Wolf 
informed the Board of Commis-
sioners on Thursday that Grimes, 
69, had submitted her retirement 
letter, effective the end of March.

“Val Grimes has been a tre-
mendous public servant, and has 
taken care of the citizens, the tax-
payers and the animal of Berrien 
County,” Wolf said after the meet-
ing. “She deserves our respect and 
praise.”

Grimes said she had planned to 

retire after Animal Control settled 
into its new headquarters, which 
opened last June. The modern, 
spacious campus 
off of Napier Av-
enue, which includes 
a barn for large 
animals, replaced a 
cramped, antiquated 
building in Berrien 
Center

In fact, she said 
that getting a new 
shelter  was her goal 
when she took the job two decades 
ago, after having worked for Cass 
County and the Humane Society 
of Southwestern Michigan.

With the state-of-the-art facility 
up and running, Grimes said she 
decided its time to enjoy some lei-

sure time after 38 years in the fi eld. 
She and her husband, John, a Ber-
rien County animal control offi cer, 
will retire at the same time. They 
plan to show the horses they raise 
on their Coloma area farm, and 
travel, possibly to South Africa. 
They also have another grandchild 
on the way, and are approaching 
their 50th wedding anniversary.

No animals were being adopted 
by residents from Berrien County 
Animal Control when she took 
the job, Grimes said. Today hun-
dreds of cats and dogs every year 
fi nd new homes. Hours were ex-
tended last year to provide more 
opportunities for adoptions.

Grimes said she is proud of the 
education and training programs 
she put in place for her own staff, 

the public and other county em-
ployees who might have animal 
encounters in the course of their 
duties.

Before locating to the new site, 
Grimes hosted a menagerie of ani-
mals at her own farm, including 
151 chickens that needed shelter 
after a truck accident last year. 
The offi cers deal with all kinds of 
unusual situations. Grimes said 
that around Valentine’s Day, lots 
of critters just decided to run away 
from home, such as peacocks and 
emus that the staff was asked to 
round up.

Wolf said that he will be on the 
fast track to seeking a successor for 
Grimes, and he expected to have 
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Shooting 
case 
bound 
for trial

ST. JOSEPH — A Ben-
ton Harbor man will face 
trial on multiple charges, 
including assault with in-
tent to murder, following 
a prelimi-
nary hearing 
in Berrien 
County Trial 
Court on 
Thursday.

B e r n a r d 
Patton, 38, 
is accused of 
shooting at 
Alice Smith, 31, of Benton 
Harbor at her home in the 
900 block of Lavette Street 
on Jan. 30. Smith was not 
hit with a bullet, but Patton 
allegedly shot at her once, 
then hit her twice in the 
face with the gun, cutting 
her forehead. 

Prior to the alleged as-
sault, Smith did not know 
Patton. Smith testifi ed at 
Thursday’s preliminary 
hearing, as did two Benton 
Harbor public safety offi -
cers.

Following the hearing, 
Judge Dennis Wiley bound 
Patton over for trial on 
charges of assault with in-
tent to murder, fi rst-degree 
home invasion, two counts 
of assault with a dangerous 
weapon, discharge of a fi re-
arm at or towards a dwell-
ing, possession of a fi rearm 
by a felon, weapons felony 
fi rearms, possession of less 
than 25 grams cocaine and 
possession of marijuana.

Berrien County Assistant 
Prosecutor Cara Wilkin-
son said that according to 

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

Bullet missed, but 
gun then used in 
beating, police say
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Construction continues Thursday on the new Staybridge Suites along Cinema Way, across from the Hilton Garden Inn hotel in Benton Township. According 
to site plans, the Staybridge Suites will have four stories and 88 rooms.

ADDING TO THE CORRIDOR

Prepping 
for end 
times for 
Palisades

PAW PAW — Van Buren 
County is throwing its sup-
port behind a plan to face 
what they hope won’t hap-
pen: the closure of the Pali-
sades nuclear power plant.

Commissioners on 
Tuesday voted to support 
formation of the Joint 
Economic Committee to 
develop strategies  for cop-
ing with the closing and 
subsequent loss of 600 jobs.

“It’s made up of key sta-
ples from the community,” 
Zach Morris, of Kinexus 
of Kalamazoo, told com-
missioners. “These are 
folks we all know.”

The committee is further 
looking for business lead-
ers. Among them will be 
representatives from En-
tergy, which owns power 
plant, Morris said.

The Covert Township 
plant is set to close Oct. 
1, 2018. Offi cials have said 
there will be a phase-out of 
jobs as some people will be 
retained to decommission 
the plant.

By ROD SMITH
HP Correspondent

VB board signs on for 
committee studying 
nuclear plant shutdown

New look slated for 
Oronoko Twp. Hall

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— The Oronoko Township 
Hall will get a makeover af-
ter action this week by the 
Township Board.

Board members approved 
painting and carpeting bids 
Wednesday and are investi-
gating doing even more.

Paint work was awarded 
to RGB Painting of Ber-
rien Springs. The company 
will paint the meeting and 
storage rooms for $2,700 
and the offi ces for $5,050. 
The carpeting will be done 
by Merkel’s Floor Covering 
at a cost of just over $4,000.

Board members didn’t 
take action on further 
work, but Township Super-
visor Mike Hildebrand said 
he would get quotes from 
a couple of contractors on 
replacing the drop ceiling 
in the meeting room. “If we 
want to tear out the ceiling, 
we should do it before we 
paint and carpet,” he said. 
“It’s a question of how big 
a bite we want to do.”

Other board members 
said they liked the idea of 
doing something to replace 
the drop ceiling. Clerk Su-
zanne Renton said she fears 
the ceiling will “look stand 
out bad” if  it stays the same 
and everything else is fresh-
ened up.

Trustee Marc Ker-
likowske said replacing the 
ceiling tiles could have an 
added benefi t of improving 

the insulation of that part 
of the building.

Making upgrades to the 
meeting room in the Town-
ship Hall is one of nine 
items on the board’s 2017 
action agenda, approved 
Wednesday night.

Other items include re-
cruiting one new business 
to the M-139 corridor, 
maintaining harmony be-
tween residents and tour-
ists in the township’s wine 
country area, resubmitting 
a state grant application 
for a new community park 
and exploring a new rental 
housing ordinance.

The  board  wants to 
implement a community 
marketing plan, enforce 
property maintenance 
codes, develop a township-
wide newsletter and survey 
and identify the next steps 
in improving community 
walkability.

Hildebrand said the 
township will work with 
Wightman and Associates 
to make modifi cations to 
the community park grant 
application that didn’t get 
funded last year. He said 
the Wightman work should 
cost $1,000 or less.

The board would like to 
build a multi-use 20-acre 
park along Snow Road near 
the public safety building, 
which would have new foot-
ball and soccer fi elds, a re-
stroom facility with conces-
sions, gravel parking lots, 

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent
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Liam Houseal-Haight, 2, of Benton Harbor tries out a variety of homemade musical instru-
ments June 4, 2016, during the Southwest Michigan Mini Maker Faire held at Whirlpool Cen-
tennial Park in St. Joseph. Hundreds of people gathered at the second annual event. The third 
annual event is June 3. 

Maker Faire returns to 
Southwest Michigan in June

ST. JOSEPH — The 
third annual Mini Maker 
Faire in Southwest Michi-
gan has been scheduled 
for June.

The event will be 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. June 3 at the 
Whirlpool Centennial 
Park. It will be a day of 
family-friendly making, 
learning, crafting, invent-
ing and tinkering below 
the bluff in downtown St. 
Joseph.

Area makers are en-
couraged to participate in 

the event, as the applica-
tion window is open until 
May 1.

The Southwest Michi-
gan Mini Maker Faire is 
produced, in partnership 
with Maker Media, by the 
Berrien Regional Educa-
tional Services Agency, 
Cornerstone Alliance, 
Kinexus and St. Joseph 
Today.

Joe Rommel, education-
al technology consultant 
for Berrien RESA, said 
the event will attract art-
ists, engineers and design-
ers from across the region.

“It’s been fun for us to 

see the change the last few 
years,” Rommel said. “Be-
fore we had to explain it a 
little bit, but now it is a lot 
more commonplace. It’s 
been fun to see that shift.”

A stage portion was 
added to the Maker Faire 
last year, which Rommel 
said they want to expand 
this year.

Rommel confi rmed that 
Wausau Homes, a custom 
home builder in Stevens-
ville, would supply kids 
with material to build a 
few playhouses. Rommel 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer
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the opening posted on the 
county website by today.

He asked for assistance 
from commissioners in 
screening candidates, while 
the final decision will be 
his. Board Chairman Jon 
Hinkelman said he, the 
vice chair and the chairs 
of the three parent com-
mittees would be asked to 
participate in the hiring 
process. Animal control of-

ficers are law enforcement 
officers and must be certi-
fied through the Michigan 
Commission on Law En-
forcement Standards.

If a new director is not 
in place by the time Grimes 
retires, Wolf said he is con-
fident that the department 
would function, as it has 
during her extended vaca-
tions.

The county commis-
sioners had been in the 
process of  revising their 
animal control ordinance, 
but that was put on hold 

at the end of  last year. 
Hinkelman said that dis-
cussion will begin again 
after a new director is in 
place.

What should commis-
sioners look for in the next 
Animal Control director?

“One hundred percent 
dedication,” Grimes said. 
“A very strong person who 
can take the heat. Some-
one who can think on their 
feet, and make improve-
ments.”

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

RETIRE
From page A3

police reports and court 
records, Smith was at her 
house when Patton came 
over with someone she 
knew. Patton got verbally 
aggressive with someone 
else at the house so Smith 

told him to get out. There 
was a scuffle, and he left.

Wilkinson said Patton al-
legedly came back 5 to 10 
minutes later with a gun, 
started swinging it at an-
other person, then chased 
Smith and another woman 
out the back of the house. 
That is when he allegedly 
shot at Smith, then hit her 

with the gun, Wilkinson 
said. 

According to testimony, 
Patton then ran toward 
the front of the house and 
Smith heard several more 
gunshots.

Wiley set trial for April 
25-28.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

TRIAL
From page A3

said the company would 
then donate the completed 
houses to charity.

With the opening of its 
new Hanson Tech Center, 
Rommel said Lake Michi-
gan College is expected 
to have an impact on this 
year’s faire. Last year, LMC 
brought a portable welding 
booth for kids to test their 
skills.

“We have some really 
great partners,” Rommel 
said. “This will help the 
local manufacturing com-
munity to teach the next 
generation on what it takes 
to make things. We want to 
feed into that pipeline.”

Festivities are free to 
the public and will include 
hands-on demonstrations.

The event, which works 
as a convergence of science 
and technology, will include 
crafting and horticulture 
activities.

The Maker Faire made 
its Berrien County debut in 
June 2015.

The faires originated in 
California’s  San Francisco 
Bay Area. With more than 
150 events taking place 
in 2014, the nearest faires 
had been in Detroit, Grand 
Rapids and South Bend .

Makers can register and 
learn more about this year’s 
event at www.swmimaker-
faire.org.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

FAIRE
From page A3

a playground and a paved 
trail along Snow Road.

He said  the township’s 
2016 application fell just 
short of  the points need-
ed. The township applied 

for $280,000 from the 
Michigan Natural Re-
sources Trust Fund and 
promised to match it with 
$142,400.

“We didn’t miss by 
much,” Hildebrand  said. 
“We hope it will help us if  
it’s considered part of the 
county trail system that’s 

being proposed. We’re also 
modifying the plans to 
make them more friendly 
to the disabled.”

The board will have to 
have a public hearing on 
the grant application in 
March but did not set a 
date or time. The deadline 
to apply is April 1.

LOOK
From page A3

Still, county officials be-
lieve there will be about 
a $10 million loss in local 
tax revenue  after the clo-
sure “and the loss of in-
numerable millions of dol-
lars of ancillary revenue to 
the community in the form 
of company donations, 
employee wages, local sup-
plier agreements, contract 
labor and the like,” ac-
cording to the resolution 
adopted by the board.

Commissioners are on 
record opposing the clos-
ing and asking the federal 
government to help keep it 
open.

“By forming this (com-
mittee) we aren’t conced-
ing this,” Commissioner 
Paul Schincariol said.

In other matters, the 
board approved a brown-
field plan that means a 
new Dollar General store 
in Paw Paw and a major 
site cleanup.

Dollar General is pro-
posing a new store at 711 
E. Michigan Avenue (Red 
Arrow Highway) at the 
site of a 13,000-square- 

foot former dry cleaning 
establishment built in 1946 
and operated as Paw Paw 
Laundry between 1952 
and 2004. The building 
is being used for storage, 
according to paperwork 
associated with the brown-
field agreement.

It’s a short distance from 
the Dollar General store at 
924 E. Michigan.

Under the plan, the 
Michigan Department 
of Environmental Qual-
ity will loan the county 
$180,000 toward site 
cleanup. The county will 
then loan the money to the 
developer. It’ll be repaid 
by tax capture.

Current owner is Albert 
Laaksonen of Paw Paw 
Development LLC, but 
this summer Midwest V 
of Spring Lake intends to 
acquire  the property and 
build the store.

Planning and Economic 
Development Director 
Edward VanderVries said 
5,000 tons of soil must be 
removed.

“The entire site is 
considered hazardous,” 
VanderVries said.

The state will spend $1.5 
million to remove contam-

inated soil as deep as 15 
feet and truck it to a De-
troit-area special landfill. 
It will tear down the back 
side of the building, which 
is in the worst area.

Of that soil, 1,000 tons is 
so contaminated it can’t be 
trucked directly. It has to 
be treated with a concrete-
like chemical at the site to 
stabilize the contaminants.

“It has to be pre-treat-
ed before the hazard-
ous landfill will take it,” 
VanderVries said.

The property is nestled 
in a residential area and 
the contamination has mi-
grated, VanderVries said. 
But so far samples taken 
in basements show no air 
pollution.

The $180,000 is for the 
developer’s portion of the 
cleanup, which includes 
tearing down the remain-
der of the building. The 
loan will be repaid at 
about $14,000 annually 
over  15 years. The period 
can be stretched to 30. The 
county through this meth-
od will get about $90,000 
for its own brownfield 
fund.

Paw Paw has already ap-
proved the project.

PALISADES
From page A3

IN BRIEF
Senators to hear more 
about school closings

LANSING — The 
Michigan Senate Edu-
cation Committee will 
meet at noon Tuesday to 
take more testimony about 
a bill that would repeal 
Section 1280c of the Re-
vised School Code.

The bill would stop the 
state’s School Reform 
Office from closing 38 
low-performing schools 

throughout the state, in-
cluding three in the Benton 
Harbor district.

Committee members will 
hear from Ben DeGrow, di-
rector of Education Policy 
at the Mackinac Center 
for Public Policy; Nick Ce-
glarek, superintendent of 
Hudsonville Public Schools; 
and Doug Greer, school im-
provement consultant for 
Ottawa Area ISD.

The hearing can be 
viewed online by going 

to www.senate.michigan.
gov and clicking on “Sen-
ate broadcast” under the 
“Senate TV” heading. 
The committee is chaired 
by state Sen. Phil Pavlov, 
R-St. Clair, author of the 
bill.

This will be the third 
hearing the committee 
has held on the bill since 
the Jan. 20 announcement 
by SRO officials that they 
may close the 38 schools 
on June 30.

Volunteers needed for Michigan’s 
annual toad and frog survey

LANSING (AP) — State 
officials need volunteers to 
help with Michigan’s annual 
frog and toad survey.

Populations of frogs, 
toads and other amphib-
ians have been falling since 
the 1980s. Scientists say the 
likely causes include habitat 
loss, pollution, disease and 
human collection.

The Department of Natu-

ral Resources says the sur-
vey helps biologists monitor 
how Michigan’s amphibians 
are doing.

Coordinator Lori Sargent 
says data gathered over the 
past 20 years suggests that 
Fowler’s toads and mink 
frogs are declining in Michi-
gan. They have a limited 
range, while other amphib-
ian species are found state-

wide.
Observers conduct the 

surveys by visiting wet-
land sites three times dur-
ing spring breeding season. 
They listen for toad and frog 
calls, identify the species and 
estimate their abundance.

To learn about becoming 
a volunteer, visit http://www.
migov/wildlife or contact 
Sargent at 517-284-6216.

Speaker defends 
quick income tax vote

LANSING — House 
Speaker Tom Leonard on 
Thursday defended a pan-
el’s quick vote to gradu-
ally eliminate Michigan’s 
income tax, a day after Gov. 
Rick Snyder issued a rare 
rebuke of his Republican 
counterparts in the Legis-
lature.

“We have been very clear 
that it’s one of our top issues 
on our agenda. It’s not a dif-
ficult bill to understand,” 
Leonard told reporters after 
helping to unveil the House 
GOP’s agenda for the two-
year term. He said he is 
“very proud” of House Tax 
Policy Committee Chair-
man Jim Tedder, whose 
panel advanced the tax cut 
proposal to the House floor 
on Wednesday at the con-
clusion of one 90-minute 
hearing.

Snyder, who has “seri-
ous concerns” about the 
tax reduction’s budget im-
plications, said he was dis-
appointed because each 
representative needs time 
to receive feedback from 
residents before “making a 
decision on a bill that will 
have statewide impacts for 
the next 40 years.”

The legislation would re-
duce the 4.25 percent per-
sonal income tax to 3.9 per-
cent in 2018. That’s where 
it once stood before it was 
raised to address a budget 
deficit. It would then drop 
it by one-tenth of a percent-
age point each year until the 
tax is gone in decades.

“The governor knows 
that I’m going to continue 
to push and fight for tax 
relief for the hard-working 
taxpayers of this state,” said 
Leonard, who did not in-
dicate when the full House 
may vote but said the com-

mittee was deliberative and 
allowed supporters and op-
ponents to weigh in.

The DeWitt Republican 
said the reason the GOP 
majority is moving swiftly 
is so the bill is on the table 
before the enactment of the 
state budget, which typically 
occurs in June. He pointed 
to a projected $500 million 
surplus and the pending ex-
piration of economic devel-
opment tax credits as ways 
to offset lost income taxes.

The Snyder administra-
tion, however, is warning 
that the “one-time” surplus 
will not recur every year 
and is citing new budget 
pressures on the horizon 
that stem from previously 
enacted business and other 
tax reductions. Leonard 
said the GOP is commit-
ted to fulfilling a “promise” 
to drop the tax back to 3.9 
percent, which had been 
scheduled to happen until 
Snyder and lawmakers in 
2011 froze the rate at 4.25 
percent as part of an over-
haul of business and other 
taxes.

The House “action plan” 

presented Thursday is not 
as detailed as ones outlined 
in past sessions. Besides 
the tax cut, big priorities 
include reducing auto in-
surance premiums through 
unspecified changes to the 
no-fault system, tackling 
public employee retirement 
costs and boosting skilled 
trades training.

The blueprint – which 
was crafted by 15 of the 63 
House Republicans – also 
calls for protecting private 
property rights, more effi-
ciently spending road and 
bridge funds, expanding 
public-records laws to the 
governor and legislators, 
and defending gun rights 
and religious liberties.

House Minority Leader 
Sam Singh, an East Lan-
sing Democrat, said in a 
statement that GOP law-
makers are “pushing a 
tax plan that will require 
drastic cuts to our public 
schools, road funding and 
local police and firefight-
ers. It’s time we retired this 
sad old playbook and put 
building a strong middle 
class first again.”

By DAVID EGGERT 
Associated Press

David Eggert / AP

Michigan House Speaker Tom Leonard, a DeWitt Republican, 
speaks at the unveiling of the House GOP majority’s “action 
plan” for the new two-year term at the Capitol on Thursday in 
Lansing.
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