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From left, Nathan Janson, Sally Passaro and Evelyn Russell portray a family as they visit a quick cash business during a poverty 
simulation exercise Saturday morning at The Boys & Girls Club of Benton Harbor. Participants in the simulation experienced some 
of the challenges low-income families face on a daily basis.

BENTON HARBOR — 
Benjamin Janson spent an 
hour in poverty Saturday 
morning.

The Lake Michigan 
Catholic High School se-
nior took part in a poverty 
simulation session along 
with 50 students from other 
schools at the Boys & Girls 
Club in Benton Harbor.

Participants were as-
signed a persona with spe-
cifi c family members, life 
circumstances and various 
employment assignments. 
Some of the students had 
kids to look after and  re-
ceived “bus passes” to get 
from place to place.

The simulation was cre-
ated as a way for partici-
pants to overcome miscon-
ceptions about poverty and 
motivate people to become 
involved in activities that 
reduce poverty in their 
communities.

The students belonged 
to various Interact Clubs, 
which operate along-
side  the St. Joseph-Benton 

Harbor Rotary Club. The 
Rotary Club had the In-
teract Clubs from Bridg-
man,  Catholic, Lakeshore, 
St. Joseph and others take 
part in the event and learn 
as a collective group.

Over the course of an 
hour, participants began to 
understand what it would 
be like to live in  a low-in-
come family that was try-
ing to survive from week to 
week.

The simulation was in 
a gym, with a few chairs 
placed in a circle to rep-
resent a family’s home. 
If students returned to 
their chairs and they were 
fl ipped down, that meant 
they had failed to properly 
pay off their mortgage. The 
majority of participants, 
at one point of the simula-
tion, were in the homeless 
shelter portion of the gym.

Janson was a pregnant 
teenager during the simu-
lation. The family he was 
a part of was evicted from 
their home, but were able to 
get it back after a lengthy 
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Interact Clubs learn about low-income obstacles

Poverty and privilege

Students buy travel vouchers as they experience some of the 
challenges of living on a low income during a poverty simu-
lation exercise hosted by Access of West Michigan Saturday 
morning.

SOUTH HAVEN — The 
Speakers Series of South 
Haven has announced an 
expanded schedule of pre-
sentations for 2017.

The presentation will 
maintain a focus on “Is-
sues, Innovations and Ideas 
Shaping Our Lives,” the or-
ganization stated in a press 
release.  Topics of concern 
to residents of Southwest 
Michigan will be addressed.

“Entering our third year, 
we are pleased with the on-
going growth of the Speak-
ers Series and look forward 
to bringing six issues-fo-
cused presentations to our 
audience in 2017,” series 
President Mark Odland 
said.

The series will kickoff 
March 14 with “The Court 
in the Crosshairs” when 
David Ryden, Hope Col-
lege professor of political 
science, addresses the im-
pact of the U.S. Supreme 
Court vacancy, and what a 
new justice will mean for af-
fi rmative action, abortion, 
religious liberty, transgen-
der rights, immigration, the 
reach of executive author-
ity, and several other hotly 
contested constitutional 
debates.

The series will continue 
March 30 when Jean Nor-
ris, a specialist in higher 
education, addresses the 
challenges families face in 
making higher education 
decisions, specifi cally how 
to fi nd the right fi t between 
students, programs and in-
stitutions.

Jack Lessenberry, noted 
Michigan journalist and 
public radio commentator, 
will draw upon more than 
40 years’ experience watch-
ing the workings of Michi-
gan government. He will ex-
plore why Michigan is such 
a great place to live and how 
we can make it even better 
in the future. His presenta-
tion will be on May 4.

Bing Goei, director of the 
Offi ce of New Americans 
for Michigan, will speak to 
immigration issues on June 
15. He will share his person-
al journey as an immigrant 

and why he 
believes im-
migration is 
so important 
to the coun-
try’s future.

E b r a h i m 
Moosa is a 
professor of 
Islamic Stud-
ies in the In-
ternat ional 
Peace Pro-
gram at the 
University of 
Notre Dame 
and is con-
sidered one 
of the most 
i n f l u e n t i a l 
Muslims in 
the world. He 
will address 
“Reform in 
Today’s Mus-
lim World” 
Aug. 31.

The series 
will conclude 
Sept. 28 
when Yvonne 
C a a m a l 
Canul, su-
perintendent 
of Lansing 
schools  and 
M i c h i g a n 
superinten-
dent of the 
year in 2015, 
will present 
her perspec-
tive of what 
really works 
in education 
and why we 
should care.

All presen-
tations will be 
at 7:30 p.m. at 
Lake Michi-
gan College 
in South 
Haven, with 
a wine and 

cheese reception prior at 
6:45 p.m. Admission is $10. 
Students are admitted free.

The Speakers Series of 
South Haven is a nonprofi t 
organization led by an all-
volunteer board of direc-
tors. Information about the 
Speakers Series of South 
Haven can be found atwww.
southhavenspeakersseries.
org, or on the organiza-
tion’s Facebook page.
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PAW PAW — The Van 
Buren Conservation Dis-
trict is warning Southwest 
Michigan residents about 
swallow-worts.

The invasive  creeping 
vine grows very quickly and 
very densely, meaning that 
it can swamp and smother 
other vegetation and trees, 
according to a release from 
the district. It is poison-
ous to monarch butterfl ies, 
which are attracted to the 
vine because of its distinc-
tive seed pods.

“Monarch butterfl ies can 
only feed on specifi c food 
sources, and swallow-wort 
can visually ‘trick’ the but-
terfl ies into laying eggs on 
them. When the caterpil-
lars hatch, they don’t have 
a good food source, and 
won’t reach maturity,” said 
Eleanor Serocki, the coor-
dinator for The Southwest 
by Southwest Corner Col-
laborative Invasive Species 
Management Area. 

The vines hold on to the 
thin, milkweed-like pods 
throughout winter, mean-
ing they are easy to spy now 
that the leaves have fallen 
off. In the spring, the vines 
will grow dark green, waxy, 
opposite leaves, which can 
be narrow- to oval-shaped.

June through August, 
swallow-worts create small, 

fi ve-petaled fl owers that are 
dark purple for black swal-
low-wort and light cream to 
pink in pale swallow-wort. 
The milkweed-like pods 
will form in late summer, 
and appear green and thick 
until they dry to brown and 
eventually split, dispersing 
their winged seeds.

The conservation district 
is encouraging residents 
to manage populations as 
soon as they are found.

“Swallow-worts aren’t 
very common in our area 
still, and catching them ear-
ly is key to making sure they 
don’t become a problem,” 
Serocki said. “With any in-
vasive species, Early Detec-
tion and Rapid Response is 
the best way to make sure 
they don’t establish.”

With very small or new 
populations, plants can be 
hand-pulled or dug. Com-
posting or throwing away 
the invasive species could 
increase the spread. The 
conservation district sug-
gests drying or burning any 
removed plant material en-
tirely.

Mowing and cutting the 
plant is not advised because 
this can increase sprouting 
and re-growth. If pods are 
noticed late in the summer, 
these should be removed by 
hand and burned. For long-
term management or to 
remove established popula-

tions, chemical control is 
generally necessary.  

The public is being asked 
to report swallow-worts to 
the Midwest Invasive Spe-
cies Information Network 

(MISIN) at misin.msu.edu. 
If you have questions about 
treatment, or invasive spe-
cies contact Serocki at elea-
nor.serocki@macd.org or 
657-4030.
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VB Conservation District 
warns of invasive plant
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The Van Buren Conservation District is encouraging Southwest 
Michigan residents to manage populations of swallow-worts as 
soon as they are found.

BENTON HARBOR 
— Fortune Magazine 
named Whirlpool Corp. 
one of  the World’s Most 
Admired Companies for 
the seventh consecutive 
year, recognizing the 
company’s reputation 
among corporate stake-
holders.

“We’re extremely proud 
of being recognized again 
on this prestigious list,” 
Jeff Fettig, chairman and 
CEO of Whirlpool, said in 
a news release. “For more 
than 105 years, we’ve been 
working to maintain the 
trust and confi dence of 
our consumers and inves-
tors alike through product 
innovation and social re-
sponsibility.”

Fortune’s annual list is 
based on observations and 
opinions of executives who 
rate their peers and com-
petitors in nine categories: 
innovation, people man-
agement, use of corporate 
assets, social responsibil-
ity, quality of manage-
ment, long-term invest-
ment, fi nancial soundness, 
quality of products and 
services, and global com-
petitiveness.

Whirlpool’s appearance 

on this list of the World’s 
Most Admired Companies 
is the latest of a series of 
accolades.

In December 2016, 
Forbes Magazine named 
Whirlpool on its Just 100 
List, which recognizes 
America’s best corporate 
citizens. Whirlpool has re-
ceived a perfect score on 
the Human Rights Cam-
paign’s U.S. Corporate 
Equality Index for the past 
13 years.

Whirlpool Corp. was 
also awarded Worldat-
Work’s Seal of Distinction 
for 2017.

The seal represents a 
mark of excellence de-
signed to identify organi-
zational success in effec-
tiveness and is given by 
WorldatWork, a nonprofi t 
human resources associa-
tion and compensation au-
thority.

The distinction comes 
from the appliance maker’s 
various employee benefi ts 
programs, accessible to 
hourly and salaried em-
ployees. Examples of pro-
grams that earned the dis-
tinction is the “aggressive” 
401K employer contribu-
tion, automatic enroll-
ment and onsite wellness 
resources.
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Whirlpool listed among 
magazine’s 2017 ‘Most 
Admired Companies’
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