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Price boost for overdose antidote likely to miss SW Mich.

ST. JOSEPH — A life-saving 
drug that can stop or reverse 
the effects of an opioid over-
dose is safe from extinction in 
Berrien County and surround-
ing areas.

A huge price jump by one 
maker for the drug Naloxone 
will, so far, not reach close to 
home, area health officials and 
police said.

Since December 2015, road 
patrol deputies have carried the 
drug and so far, 15 lives have 
been saved in Berrien County 

alone, Sheriff Paul Bailey said.
U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow 

recently joined about 30 Michi-
gan lawmakers pushing for an-
swers from a pharmaceutical 
company about the price jump, 
from $690 per two-pack in 2014 
to $4,500 today.

Bailey was quick to say he did 
not think the price jump would 
stop his department from car-
rying the life-saving drug.

Joel Smith is interim manag-
er of Substance Use Disorder 
(SUD) services for Southwest 
Michigan Behavioral Health. 
SWMBH has provided Nalox-
one and training for its use to 

43 law enforcement agencies 
in the eight-county region that 
includes Berrien, Cass and Van 
Buren counties.

Smith said the price jump 
involves the brand Evzio made 
by Kaleo Pharmaceuticals. 

“Naloxone is the generic 
name and it is sold under vari-
ous band names by different 
pharmaceutical companies,” 
Smith said. “The naloxone 
product SWMBH distributes 
to law enforcement personnel is 
Narcan, and we have been told 
there will not be a price increase 
this year.”

Narcan, also known as nal-

oxone hydrochloride, is an 
FDA-approved nasal form of 
naloxone and is carried in kits 
in patrol cars.

The Berrien County Sheriff’s 
Department was the first law 
enforcement agency in Ber-
rien County to obtain the kits. 
Berrien County is among the 
top  five counties in Michigan 
in the number of heroin over-
doses.

In 2014, there were 31 deaths 
in Berrien County in which her-
oin or prescription drugs were 
listed among the causes.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-0359, 
Twitter: @HPSwidwa

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer
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Capt. Robert Boyce of the Berrien County Sher-
iff’s Department shows off a Narcan nasal inges-
tor that all patrol vehicles carry for opiate-relat-
ed overdoses.

GO
ST. JOSEPH — With several extra-

curricular activities after school and a 
loaded schedule that includes advance 
placement classes for calculus and art, 
Haley Rich has a lot on her plate.

Students, like Rich, are being asked 
more of these days – whether it’s fin-
ishing weekly projects or preparing a 
portfolio that could someday operate 
as the tipping point in their favor on a 
college application.

But a new program at St. Joseph 
High School called Growth Opportu-
nity Time is giving Rich some time to 
address anything she feels she wants 
more time on, as well as some oppor-
tunities to have fun.

The program, commonly referred 
to as GO Time, was introduced to the 
high school and Upton Middle School 
in the fall semester this school year. 
The program has two objectives: Inter-
vention and enrichment.

First, GO Time allows teachers to 
summon or invite students who are 
struggling with a subject to get catch 
up with others while becoming more 
acquainted with the class. Secondly, 
GO Time allows students who are do-
ing well in class a chance to try some-
thing new or learn something they 
wouldn’t normally get in a regualr 
classroom setting.

Rich, a junior, is earnest in her 
schoolwork and admitted she was a bit 
apprehensive about GO Time.

When she heard students would 
have to choose something to do once a 
week for 45 minutes, Rich took that as 
time lost from her other classes.

Broken down, that was nearly 
10 minutes a day that could be spent 
balancing equations in chemistry or 
memorizing daunting formulas in cal-
culus. However, when it began last se-

mester and teachers got creative with 
what was offered, Rich found merit in 
GO Time.

Last semester, Rich chose to sit in on 
review sessions while taking in a few of 
the more fun sessions.

“They are extremely helpful because 
they’re my hard classes that I might 
need extra time with anyway,” Rich 
said. “GO Time actually gave me more 
time after school to do other things. 
After two sessions, it totally changed 
my idea of what it was going to be.”

Curbing proficiency
The roots of the program can be 

traced back four or five years when the 

school district’s administration and 
employees began attending conferenc-
es on professional learning communi-
ties – or PLCs.

High school Principal Greg 
Blomgren and other school officials 
learned of the new concept through 
meetings at Berrien RESA and by 
visiting other schools that have sus-
tained success at the top of the state’s 
public schools.

In fact, GO Time is based on a 
program made famous by an Illinois 
high school. Blomgren said the school 
his staff  emulated is years beyond  

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

SJ schools program offers students intervention, enrichment

ABOVE: In this provided photo, a student group held a mock presidential debate dur-
ing a Go Time session before the November general election. Phillip Cole stood in as 
Donald Trump and Nita Nicholie portrayed Hillary Clinton, while debating topics as a 
way to bring the election to life for students.
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TOP: Haley Rich, a junior at St. Joseph High School, enjoys the GO Time program avail-
able once a week throughout the semester. “They are extremely helpful because 
they’re my hard classes that I might need extra time with anyway,” Rich said. “After 
two sessions, it totally changed my idea of what it was going to be.”

Learning
on 

the

See GO TIME, page A6

Anti-abortion activists, 
counter-protesters 
rally around the U.S.

SEATTLE — Anti-
abortion activists em-
boldened by the new ad-
ministration of  President 
Donald Trump staged 
rallies around the coun-
try Saturday calling for 
the federal government 
to cut off  payments to 
Planned Parenthood, 
but in some cities coun-
ter-protests dwarfed the 
demonstrations.

Thousands of  Planned 
Parenthood supporters, 
many wearing the pointy-
eared pink hats popu-
larized by last month’s 
women’s marches, turned 
out for a rally in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, separated 
by barricades from an 
anti-abortion crowd of  a 
couple hundred people. 
In Detroit, about 300 
people turned up outside 
a Planned Parenthood 
office, most of  them sup-
porting the organiza-
tion. In St. Louis, about 
150 abortion opponents 
slightly outnumbered a 
group carrying pink signs 
that read, “I stand with 
Planned Parenthood.”

“They do a lot of  work 
to help women with  

By GENE JOHNSON 
Associated Press

DETROIT (AP) — Critics 
and supporters of Planned 
Parenthood have squared 
off outside a Detroit clinic 
during a protest over federal 
funding for the group.

It was one of many rallies 
around Michigan on Satur-
day.

The Detroit event attracted 
more than 300 people. The 
crowds on both sides of 
Cass Avenue were dominat-
ed by Planned Parenthood 
supporters who chanted 
and held signs in favor of 
abortion rights and access 
to health care. President 
Donald Trump was also a 
target.

Republicans have talked 
about cutting off federal 
money to Planned Parent-
hood. Jill Byczek, a 59-year-
old from suburban Detroit, 
says her life changed after 
attending the women’s 
march in Washington. She 
says women are scared 
about threats to health care.

Planned Parenthood foes 
arrived early to get spots in 
front of the clinic. They recit-
ed the rosary prayer and 
held anti-abortion signs.

Protest draws foes, 
fans to Detroit 

Planned Parenthood

See PROTESTS, page A7

Thinking the unthinkable

SOUTH HAVEN — It’s 
a situation no one wants 
to have to be prepared for 
– an active shooter.

But the Van Buren 
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment wants to be ready, 
and its members want you 
to be ready, too.

The  sheriff ’s Office of 
Domestic Preparedness is 
hosting the Civilian Re-
sponse to Active Shooter 
Events (CRASE) course, 
the department  an-
nounced. The event is 6:30-
8 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 21, at 
Lake Michigan College’s 
South Haven campus.

The trainer will provide 
strategies, guidance and a 
plan for surviving an ac-
tive shooter event, accord-
ing to a press release.

The class is designed and 

built on the Avoid, Deny, 
Defend strategy developed 
by ALERRT – Advanced 
Law Enforcement Rapid 
Response Training. Top-
ics include the history 
and prevalence of active 
shooter events, the role 
of professional guardians, 
civilian response options, 
medical matters and drills. 

The event is open to the 
public, but attendees must 
be at least 18 years old.

A separate course will 
be held for LMC students, 
staff  and faculty 2:15-3:30 
p.m.

The South Haven cam-
pus is at 125 Veterans 
Blvd. The training will be 
held in Room 141.

For questions about the 
program contact Lt. Rob-
ert Kirk, Office of Do-
mestic Preparedness at the 
Van Buren County Sher-
iff ’s department at (269) 
657-7786 or kirkr@vbco.
org.

VB sheriff and LMC 
team up for active 
shooting training


