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SPORTS
Notre Dame 
women win 

tourney opener
Page B2

Jeff Roberson / AP

Oklahoma State’s Jeffrey Carroll, left, and Michigan’s D.J. Wilson reach for a rebound during the first half of Friday’s game.

Sue Ogrocki / AP

Michigan State’s Nick Ward, center, shoots between Miami’s Dejan Vasiljevic, and Kamari Murphy, 
right, in the first half of Friday’s game.

Stick to the plan

INDIANAPOLIS — 
Derrick Walton Jr. stuck to 
the plan Friday.

He kept running the 
M i c h i g a n 
W o l v e r -
ines offense 
against an 
aggress ive 
Oklahoma 
State de-

fense and eventually things 
fell into place. Again.

Walton scored 26 points 

and had 11 assists as the 
Wolverines made a school 
record 16 3-pointers in an 
NCAA Tournament game, 
getting past Oklahoma 
State 92-91 in the fi rst 
round of the Midwest Re-
gional.

“We haven’t played a 
team that got up into us in a 
minute. It’s hard to simulate 
that in practice,” Walton 
said. “In the second half, I 
settled down. I wanted to 
make the right play consis-
tently.”

Coach John Beilein had 
no complaints.

Seventh-seeded Michigan 
needed every point it could 
muster in a game that end-
ed with a parade to the free-
throw line, a buzzer-beating 

3-pointer and a foe that re-
fused to go away.

The difference: Poise and 
emotion, the same compo-
nents that helped Michi-
gan (25-11) overcome last 
week’s harrowing plane 
mishap to sweep four games 
in four days at the Big Ten 
Tournament.

Early Friday, it looked 
like Michigan’s momentum 
was waning. The Wolver-
ines (25-11) looked out of 
sync and out of sorts in the 
fi rst half.

But rather than change 
the game plan, Walton 
followed the script, stead-
ied his team and the shots 
started going.

While Michigan made 
only fi ve shots inside the arc 

in the second half, it went 11 
of 15 from 3-point range — 
drawing increasingly louder 
roars from the crowd and 
more bewilderment from 
fi rst-year Cowboys coach 
Brad Underwood.

Walton wound up 6 of 9 
on 3s, and Zak Irvin made 
four more in front of his 
hometown crowd. Irvin fi n-
ished with 16 points.

“You go 11 for 15, that’s 
hard enough to do in a gym 
by yourself,” Underwood 
said. “We shot 55 percent 
in the NCAA Tournament 
and just lost in the fi rst 
round, outrebounded an 
opponent 40-21 and you 
lose.”

By MICHAEL MAROT 
AP Sports Writer

Michigan holds off 
Oklahoma St. in first 
round of tournament

New LMC softball 
coach hopes to 
build ‘family 
atmosphere’

New Lake Michigan 
College softball coach 
John Jewell wanted to go 
to the next level. After 
coaching for the last 17 
years at Grace Christian, 
the 60-year-old took the 
plunge and moved up to 
coach junior college soft-
ball. 

“I said that if I don’t do 
it now I might never do it,” 
he said. “This is the next 
level, but I don’t treat it any 
different. It’s still softball.”

And while Jewell has 
decided to go to the next 
level, he plans to elevate 
the Red Hawks’ softball 
program as well. 

“We’ve got a lot of local 
girls,” Jewell said. “They’re 
from Berrien Springs, 
Dowagiac, Michigan Lu-
theran, South Haven...we 
have a pretty good fl avor 
of area girls. I’m trying 
to change the philosopy 
about what people think of 
LMC and junior college. I 
don’t think many people 

want to give LMC a shot, 
so I’m trying to change 
that.”

It’s been a learning curve 
so far. Jewell took his team 
to Florida last week to get 
a feel for his players, and 
the Red Hawks didn’t fare 
as well as he’d like, going 
1-3.

“We lost  some games 
early, which is tough to 
compete with,” he said. 
“But we at least won our 
last game there. We have 
a lot of talent, it’s just a 
matter of getting it meshed 
together. It’s hard to do it 
in the gym. That trip was 
hard.”

Already standing out 
are Angie White — whose 
hitting skills have caught 
Jewell’s attention— catcher 
Danielle McCoy and Ma-
rissa Dodd and Ali Kyles 
in the outfi eld. 

The Red Hawks’ pitch-
ing staff is also making 
waves, with Anna Riggen-
bach and Madi Whitlow 
leading the way. 

“We are still trying to 
fi nd ourselves. Our pitch-
ing is our greatest strength, 
and I would put our out-
fi eld against anybody,” said 
Jewell. 

By AARON CRIDER
HP Sports Writer

LMC baseball 
eyes regional berth

The Lake Michigan Col-
lege baseball team had a 
challenging start to its sea-
son, but the Red Hawks are 
hopeful it will pay off with 
a posteason berth.

“I really feel we’re going 
to make regionals and we’re 
going to make a strong run 
at regionals,” LMC coach 
Scott Ponegalek said.

LMC started its  sea-
son with 10 games against 
tough competition in 
Georgia. Though they lost 
all 10, Ponegalek was hap-
py with the team’s progress.

“I would say its one of 
the top three times go-
ing south, even though 
we didn’t win,” Ponegalek 
said. “We improved the 
most, played the best, got 
the most out of the trip I 
would say. Especially since 
I have a lot of freshmen.”

The Red Hawks got their 
fi rst win Friday, beating 
Vincennes 12-10.

Travis Keys, a left-hand-
ed freshman pitcher from 
Canada, will lead a young 
pitching staff.

“Six of our nine pitchers 
are freshmen,” Ponegalek 
said. “That’s going to be a 
big key, how our freshmen 
develop.”

Sophomore Derek 
Gribler, a Lawrence gradu-
ate, will play third base and 
also serve as the team’s 
closer.

Other key position play-
ers include sophomore fi rst 
baseman and cleanup hit-
ter Chad Paddock, fresh-
man shortstop Damion 
Pompey, and freshman 
center fi elder and leadoff 
hitter Noah Snyder.

Splitting catching du-
ties will be sophomores 
Charles Frodl and Troy 
Lofgren.

“We have two really, re-
ally good catchers,” Pone-
galek said.

The Michigan Commu-
nity College Athletic As-
sociation has split into two 
divisions this year. Seven 
teams will compete in the 
West Division, including 
LMC, while eight are in the 
East.  Six MCAAA teams 
will still qualify for region-
als, but this year they will 
be the top three in each di-
vision.

Ponegalek expects 
Grand Rapids and Kellogg 
to be the top teams in the 
West.

“I think the West is a 
very challenging side com-
pared to the East,” he said.

Contact: bsanders@TheHP.com, 
932-0366, @HPBenSanders

By BEN SANDERS
HP Sports Writer

Red Hawks’ Jewell 
looks to bring 
team together

Michigan

92
Oklahoma St.

91

Steve Marcus / Las Vegas Sun via AP

Kyle Busch walks away from his smoking car in pit lane at the 
end of the NASCAR Cup Series auto race at Las Vegas Motor 
Speedway on Sunday.

Logano tells Busch ‘honest mistake’ led to incident at Vegas

AVONDALE, Ariz. — 
The fi rst face-to-face meet-
ing between Kyle Busch 
and Joey Logano since last 
week’s post-race scuffl e in 
Las Vegas is over.

Whether the drivers feel 
any better about things 
headed into Sunday’s race 
at Phoenix International 
Raceway is as open ques-
tion.

The two were summoned 
to a 15-minute session Fri-
day with NASCAR offi cials 
as everyone involved tried 

to put the pit road brawl 
to bed. Busch attempted 
to turn the attention to this 
weekend’s racing at Phoe-
nix, saying almost nothing 
as he emerged from the 
meeting. He answered every 
question by repeating, “Ev-
erything’s great.”

Logano initiated a phone 
conversation with Busch on 
Tuesday. He said after Fri-
day’s meeting it was good 
to sit with his former team-
mate and explain the on-
track incident at Las Vegas 
was “an honest mistake.”

Are the two OK?
“I guess time will tell. 

We’ll see,” Logano said. “I 
hope he’s able to see that 
and know that I was sincere 
about it but time will tell.”

The two were racing for 
position Sunday at Las 
Vegas and Busch spun be-
cause of Logano’s hard rac-
ing. Busch stormed down 
pit road and threw a punch 
at Logano before crews in-
tervened. Team Penske was 
not penalized for tackling 
Busch to the ground, even 
though Busch sustained a 
gash to his forehead in the 
scrum.

Logano said he has tried 
to persuade Busch with 

evidence he says shows he 
didn’t cause the wreck in-
tentionally on the fi nal lap.

“I really just tried to ex-
plain that I made a mistake 
underneath him,” Logano 
said. “That’s basically what 
it was. He asked for some 
data. I was able to show 
him that. It was pretty clear 
in my opinion what hap-
pened so that’s that.”

NASCAR senior execu-
tive Steve O’Donnell was in 
the meeting.

“The beginning of it was 
really to let the drivers talk 

By BOB BAUM 
AP Sports Writer

See SOFTBALL, page B3

See NASCAR, page B3

See WOLVERINES, page B3

Ward leads MSU’s furious rally

TULSA, Okla. — Nick 
Ward scored 19 points to 

help Michi-
gan State 
atone for 
last sea-
son’s early 
N C A A 
T o u r n a -

ment disappointment with 
an opening-round 78-58 
victory over Miami on Fri-
day night.

The ninth-seeded Spar-
tans (20-14) trailed by as 
many 12 points in the fi rst 
half before blitzing past the 
stunned Hurricanes (21-12) 

By KURT VOIGT 
AP Sports Writer

Spartans come 
from 12 down to 
beat Miami by 20

Michigan St.

78
Miami

58

See SPARTANS, page B3


