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BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Former Lake Michigan 
College president Jennifer 
Spielvogel’s lawyer says the 
community college violated 
its ethics policy by paying 
more than $212,000 over 
the past five years to a trust-
ee’s business.

Brad Glazier, Spielvo-

gel’s lawyer, said documents 
showing then-Board Chair-
woman Mary Jo Tomasini’s 
design company was being 
paid by the college for mer-
chandising services came to 
light through his work on a 
lawsuit between LMC and 
its former president.

According to a document 

outlining the purchases be-
tween LMC and Competi-
tive Edge, the $212,000 in 
charges included merchan-
dise such as jewelry, pens, 
golf towels, wine and beer 
glasses, shirts and jackets. 
Competitive Edge is a pro-
motional products supplier 
based in Stevensville.

The document includes 
the dates in which these 
items were ordered, which 
ran from Jan. 6, 2011 to 
Aug. 17, 2016. While Toma-
sini remains a trustee, she 
served as board chairman 
for part of the five-year pe-
riod.

“I would like to see the 
board comply with their 
own policies. It’s important 
for a public institution to 
be transparent, and I don’t 
think they are being trans-
parent with the purchase 
of these products,” Glazier 
said in a phone interview 
Friday. “It’s troubling to 
us because the policy states 
trustees can’t do business 
with the college, unless it 
is made public and is ap-
proved by the board.”

Glazier said he asked 
several trustees during a 
deposition for Spielvogel’s 
lawsuit against the college – 

including Tomasini, Chair-
man Michael Lindley and 
trustees Paul Bergan and 
Debra Johnson – and was 
told they had not voted on 
the purchases at a board 
meeting, and they were not 
made public.

However, LMC released 
a statement saying trust-
ees have acted within the 
institution’s policies and 
procedures as they are not 
involved in “day-to-day 
purchasing decisions at 
the college.”

The statement said the 
role of each trustee is to 
approve the annual  bud-

get and not individual line 
items – such as promotional 
material.

“Ms. Tomasini has  nev-
er  misused her role at 
the  college  as an unpaid 
volunteer trustee,” the state-
ment read.  “In fact,  she 
does not direct or partici-
pate in any transactions 
between Lake Michigan 
College and Competitive 
Edge. As a  college alumni, 
she and her firm have made 
almost $130,000 in donated 
personal and professional 
contributions.  In addition, 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

College says that 
trustees acted within  
institutional policies

LMC purchases under fire
SPIELVOGEL TOMASINI
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Beer Church Brewing Co. opened in a former church at 24 S. Whittaker St., in downtown New Buffalo. The owners have spent 
the last two and a half years getting it ready for business.

NEW BUFFALO — 
John Lustina and Jane 
Simon spent the last 21/2 
years working toward 
opening the Beer Church 
Brewing Co.

With the  brewpub mak-
ing its debut in downtown 
New Buffalo last week, 
the two owners now seek a 
congregation to share their 
beer with.

Housed in a white 
church with wide windows, 
the brewpub is hard to miss 
at 24 S. Whittaker St. The 
church dates the 1830s and 
at one time was used as an 
armory by the Union dur-
ing the Civil War.

“We set out to find the 
perfect Beer Church and 
were shocked to find the 
one at the crossroads of 
downtown New Buffalo 
was for sale, along with 
an adjacent lot that could 
furnish more parking,” 
Lustina said. “We wanted 
to make the church part 
of our brand in some way. 
I think people appreciate 
that.”

Raised in Indiana and 
transplanted to new Buf-
flao, the two business part-
ners came up with the idea 
for the Beer Church after 
visiting an annual festival 
called Lagunitas Beer Cir-
cus. Lustina said they were 
looking for something 
unique of their own after 
that.

Once an offer was sub-
mitted and they closed 
on  the Civil War-era First 
Methodist Church, Lus-
tina and Simon found their 
head brewer.

Bridgman resident 
Nate Peck was originally  

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Beer Church  
Brewing Co. debuts 
in New Buffalo

On tap from the altar

LANSING — The three 
Benton Harbor schools on 
the state School Reform 
Office’s possible closure list 
will get an 18-month re-
prieve if  they enter into a 
partnership agreement with 
the Michigan Department 
of Education by May 1.

State Superintendent 
Brian Whiston sent letters 
March 1 to districts with at 
least one school on the list. 
The letters outline how the 
agreements will be reached 
and what they must include.

“Beginning on March 1, 
2017, we will have 60 days to 
reach an agreement,” states 
the letter. “If no agreement 
is reached, the next level of 
accountability would be im-
plemented. The agreement 
will include goals and mea-
sures of progress towards 
achieving those goals.”

The next level of ac-
countability includes clos-
ing a school or appointing 
a CEO to run the school.

Benton Harbor school 
Superintendent Shelly 
Walker said she welcomes 
entering into a partnership 
with MDE.

“We already are doing a 
lot of what the partnership 
agreement is looking for,” 
she said.

The part of the agreement 
the district will need to work 
on is getting more residents 
and community organiza-
tions involved in the educa-
tion process, she said.

“We need to bring more 
partners to the table,” she 
said. “The essence is that 
everyone is saying we want 
our schools to stay open.”

She said the school dis-
trict must be turned around 
within 18 months.

“If turnaround doesn’t oc-
cur, there are no more chanc-
es – these schools will be 
close, period,” she said. “That 
is why we all have to come to-
gether and work together.”

Benton Harbor school 
board President Joseph 
Taylor said he has heard 
about the letter, but hasn’t 

seen it. He said he expects 
the school board to discuss 
the letter at its next meet-
ing, which is at 6 p.m. Tues-
day at Benton Harbor High 
School, 870 Colfax Ave.

Each district with a part-
nership agreement will be 
assigned a liaison from 
MDE to help implement 
the agreement and to re-
solve problems, according 
to the letter.

An MDE spokesman 
stated in an email that East 
Detroit Public Schools has 
a school on the list but 
was not sent a letter be-
cause the SRO already has 
a CEO in place leading the 
turn-around effort. He said 
Whiston didn’t want to in-
tervene with that action by 
the SRO.

The SRO released a 
possible closure list of 38 
schools in January, stating 
the schools have been in 
the bottom 5 percent of the 
state’s Top to Bottom list 
for three consecutive years.

The eight districts receiv-
ing letters besides Benton 
Harbor were Bridgeport-
Spaulding, Detroit Public 
School Community School 
District, Kalamazoo, Mus-
kegon Heights, Pontiac, 
River Rouge and Saginaw. 
In addition, the Central 
Michigan University Char-
ter Office received a letter as 
the authorizer of Michigan 
Technical Academy, a char-
ter school on the closure 
list.

The Benton Harbor 
schools on the list are In-
ternational Academy at 
Hull, STEAM at MLK and 
Dream Academy.

The Benton Harbor 
school district has been 
under a consent agreement 
with MDE and the state 
Department of Treasury 
since September 2014 be-
cause of its debt of more 
than $15 million.

Meanwhile, the state Sen-
ate Education Committee 
has held five hearings since 
Jan. 31 about two bills that 
would repeal all or part of 
the state’s Revised School 
Code that deals with school 
accountability. Senators 
have said they want to re-
peal and replace the code.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

State superintendent 
offers agreements 
delaying closures

BH schools may 
get a reprieve

Nate Peck, head brewer at 
Beer Church Brewing Co. in 
New Buffalo, talks about the 
beer the brewpub will offer in 
its first season.

The Great Lakes Resto-
ration Initiative, a program 
supported by U.S. Rep. 
Fred Upton, could be on 
the chopping block to help 
fund President Donald 
Trump plan to increase  in 
infrastructure and military 
spending while cutting taxes.

Upton, a St. Joseph Repub-
lican, has joined 17 colleagues 
in urging the White House to 
retain the Great Lakes Res-
toration Initiative. The presi-

dent’s budget proposal calls 
for slashing it by 97 percent.

“These reports are alarm-
ing,” Upton said of news 
about the proposed cut. “We 
have previously communi-
cated with the new adminis-
tration that our Great Lakes 
must be a priority, and the 
Great Lakes Restoration Ini-
tiative must be fully funded.”

The 18 members of the 
House’s bipartisan Great 
Lakes Task Force sent the 
Trump administration a 
letter explaining the need 

for a strong GLRI. 
The program, overseen by 

the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, has spent $2 
billion since 2010 to clean up 
toxic messes, fight invasive 
species, curb algae blooms 
and promote the watershed’s 
well-being, the letter states.

Congress had appropri-
ated $300 million per year 
through 2021 for GLRI. 

Upton said Congress will 
have the final say on all bud-
getary matters, “and we are 
only at the first step in the ap-

propriations process which 
actually funds the program.”

The fiscal year begins Oct. 
1. Upton spokesman Tom 
Wilbur said budget action will 
come in the next few months.

The Washington Post 
has reported the Trump 
administration wants to 
cut the annual EPA budget 
from $8.1 billion to $6.2 
billion and eliminate 3,000 
jobs. The move would save 
money and advance the 
White House’s stated desire 
to cut regulations.

By HP STAFF

Upton opposes cutting Great Lakes funding

See BEER CHURCH, page A8

See LMC, page A8
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CALL THE CREW IN BLUE 

269-983-6595
409 STATE STREET • ST. JOSEPH, MI  49085

http://cityplumbing-heating.com

PLUMBING, HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING

Keeping S.W. Michigan in your comfort zone since 1902

Look for 
“Ask the Experts”
“The Crew in Blue’’

On page A-2
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .40º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .24º
Record High . . . . . . 75º in 1974
Record Low . . . . . . . 2º in 2003
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 0.64"
Normal month to date. . . . 0.18"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 7.37"
Normal year to date . . . . . 4.18"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:14 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:40 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . 11:08 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . 12:35 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see mostly cloudy 
skies with a 30% chance of 
snow, high temperature of 39º, 
humidity of 70%. Southeast 
wind 5 to 15 mph. Expect partly 
cloudy skies tonight with an 
overnight low of 33º. Southeast 
wind 10 to 15 mph. 

Today, SE wind 13 to 17 kt, with gusts as high as 23 kt. A chance 
of snow before noon. Waves around 2 ft. Water temperature 34 
degrees. Tonight, SE wind 17 to 23 kt, with gusts as high as 31 kt. 

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Partly Cloudy
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Showers Likely
55º / 35º

Wednesday

Mostly Sunny
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Snow Possible
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Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today we will see mostly sunny skies with highs in the 20s and 30s. 
South wind 5 to 10 mph. Skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy Sunday 
with highs in the 40s. South wind 10 to 15 mph.

Expect mostly sunny to partly cloudy skies today with a few snow 
showers, highs in the 30s. Southeast wind 5 to 8 mph. Sunday, skies 
will be partly cloudy to cloudy with isolated rain.

Can tornadoes rotate in the 
wrong direction? ?

Answer: Some tornadoes rotate 
clockwise, opposite of the normal 
rotation.

First
3/5

Full
3/12

Last
3/20

New
3/27

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 37
Main Offender ................Ozone

Forecast map for March 4, 2017
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1992

St. Joseph High School won 
both the varsity and junior 
varsity championships during 
Saturday’s Southwest Michigan 
Chess League tournament, ac-
cording to Dan Holt, coach of 
the SJHS team.

David Holt of St. Joseph won 
the individual championship in 
varsity competition, and Matt 
Metcalf, also of St. Joseph, took 
second place. Mike Callahan of 
St. Joseph won the junior varsity 
individual championship, and 
Eddie Sedler, Hartford High 
School, was runner-up.

35 years ago – 1982
The snagging ban on the St. 

Joseph River below the Berrien 
Springs dam will probably be 
enforced again this fall.

There has been a push at Ber-
rien Springs to get snaggling le-
galized again, but the state’s task 
force on liberalized fishing voted 
last week to continue the ban.

“The task force has been given 
the charge to review this situ-
ation and its recommendation 
is pretty much it,” says David 
Weaver, the Department of Nat-
ural Resources’ regional fisher-
ies supervisor. “But this is only 
March. A lot of things could 
change.”

50 years ago – 1967
Annual Negro History Week 

will be observed in this area 
Sunday with a program at the 
Covert Community Church. 
The Rev. A.E. Grice, of the Co-
vert Community Church, will 
speak on the “Negro in Ameri-
can History.”

Today is Saturday, March 4, 
the 63rd day of 2017. There are 
302 days left in the year.

Highlight in History:
On March 4, 1917, Republican 

Jeannette Rankin of Montana 
took her seat as the first woman 
elected to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, the same day Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson took his 
oath of office for a second term 
(it being a Sunday, a private cer-
emony was held inside the U.S. 
Capitol; a second, public swear-
ing-in took place the next day).

On this date:
In 1789, the Constitution of 

the United States went into ef-
fect as the first Federal Congress 
met in New York. (The lawmak-

ers then adjourned for lack of a 
quorum.)

In 1797, John Adams was in-
augurated the second president 
of the United States.

In 1925, President Calvin 
Coolidge’s inauguration was 
broadcast live on 21 radio sta-
tions coast-to-coast.

In 1940, Kings Canyon Na-
tional Park in California was es-
tablished.

In 1960, an explosives-laden 
French freighter, La Coubre, ex-
ploded in Havana’s harbor, kill-
ing at least 75 people.

In 1987, President Ronald 
Reagan addressed the nation on 
the Iran-Contra affair, acknowl-
edging that his overtures to Iran 
had “deteriorated” into an arms-
for-hostages deal.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

consulting the owners of 
the proposed Beer Church, 
until they persuaded him to 
come on board in July.

Operating under the 
brewpub license, Beer 
Church will serve food as 
its beer is sold in-house 
– including beer to go in 
the form of 32-ounce cans 
called “crowlers.” Peck said 
crowlers are about half the 
size of the more common 
growlers.

“I just came in to con-
sult, but shortly after I said 
‘Hi,’ John said ‘I want to 
hire you,’” Peck said. “I like 
that it’s a brewpub because 
after working in a brewery 
for seven years, I did not 
want to do distribution 
anymore. I wanted to make 
sure we had the best beer 
possible and that it was un-
der my control.”

Renovating history
With the owners’ love 

of craft beer and Peck’s 
knowledge of porters, the 
Beer Church’s foundation 
was set. Next came the 
church’s actual foundation.

With an original open-
ing date of Memorial Day 
last year, the restoration of 
the church pushed things 
back. This included work 
on support beams and add-
ing a more modern look to 
the inside. Even the floor, 
which is now bare, was cov-
ered in old red carpet.

However, the brewpub 
still holds its religious re-
semblance.

The church’s altar was 
retrofitted to house the tap, 
the pews are being used for 
some seating, stained glass 
remains on the original 
doors, and the lectern will 
be used to greet customers. 
The reuse of the church 
items has brought a mostly 
positive reaction from the 
community, Peck said.

“I’d say it’s been 99 per-
cent positive,” Peck said. 
“Not everyone will like the 
beer or the atmosphere. 
But we had a couple come 
in on Ash Wednesday with 
the ash  on their forehead 
and they were totally fine 
with it. It’s good to see that 
not everyone who attends 
church is offended by it or 
anything.”

The brewpub has a ca-
pacity of 33 people now. 
However, the Beer Church 
is expected to have enough 
indoor seating for more 
than 100 people after the 
temporary wall is taken out 
and the remainder of the 
taproom is renovated.

Outside, Peck said the 
Beer Church will have a 

“beer garden,” where cus-
tomers can sit outside. Lus-
tina said he looks forward 
to getting the outdoor 
area set up, along with the 
wood-fired pizza oven that 
will be in the back half of 
the brewpub.

There’s no timeline for 
when the remainder of the 
church will be completed, 
as Peck said they are focus-
ing on bringing the remain-
ing brewing equipment on-
site.

A heavenly lineup
The first beer offered at 

the Beer Church includes 
Crooked Cross Creme Ale, 
Pontius Pilate IPA, Unre-
liable Narrator – a double 
IPA – and Midnight in a 
Perfect World.

Peck said Crooked 
Cross and Pontius Pilate 
will always be on tap. The 
head brewer said recipes 
don’t take him very long 

because he has a feel for 
what ingredients work 
best.

Lustina expressed his 
gratitude for what Peck 
has produced so far.

“I know the location is 
great and the building is 
historic, but I didn’t ex-
pect the beer to be this 
great, this soon,” he said. 
“It normally takes a new 
brewery some time before 
it tastes like this. Nate is 
an artist and he knows 
where this is going. We’re 
giving him the freedom to 
make whatever he wants.”

The Beer Church Brew-
ing Co. is open five days 
a week. Hours of  opera-
tions are 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
4 p.m. to midnight on Fri-
day, 11 a.m. to midnight 
on Saturday, and 11 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information 
on the brewpub, visit 

www.beerchurchbrewing.
com.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

Competitive Edge frequent-
ly provides promotional 
items to the  college  at 
wholesale cost or through a 
donation.”

The  college’s  Purchasing 
Department is responsible 
for purchasing  functions 
and are given the expec-
tation of “upholding the 
ethical practices of the pur-
chasing profession.”

According to LMC’s 
statement, the college  has 
done business with Com-
petitive Edge since 1993. 
When Tomasini became a 
trustee in 2009, LMC offi-
cials said she fully disclosed 
her business.

LMC said it buys pro-
motional products through 
more than 25 vendors.

These promotional  items 
are used for student recruit-
ment, promotion of aca-
demic programs, student 
life  activities, community 
outreach, athletics, employ-
ee recognitions and donor 
relations.

In a letter to the editor 
submitted to The Herald-
Palladium, which was 
published Friday, Lincoln 
Township resident Enid 
Goldstein called attention 
to the potential conflict of 
interest. Goldstein was told 
of the purchases from Gla-
zier, who offered documen-
tation to support his find.

Goldstein has been criti-
cal of LMC and its board 
for the handling of Spiel-
vogel’s termination last 
spring.

Spielvogel was suspended 
a few months after taking 
the position for various 
reasons offered at a just 

cause hearing in May. Chief 
among those reasons were 
Spielvogel’s spending hab-
its, as the board cited more 
than $20,000 in unapproved 
expenses. After the just 
cause hearing, where Spiel-
vogel argued she was not at 
fault, trustees voted to have 
her removed as president.

Spielvogel has since 
brought a wrongful ter-
mination lawsuit against 
LMC, which remains ongo-
ing.

“The chief  allegation 
against my client (Spielvo-
gel) is that she spent mon-
ey inappropriately. But in 
order to prove the termi-
nation was for just cause, 
the employer had to show 
a policy was violated,” 
Glazier said. “The board 
clearly violated a policy 
and allowed the board 
chair to sell products to 
the university. They were 
not applying their policies 
even-handedly.”

In Friday’s news release, 
LMC officials said there 
was more to Spielvogel’s 
dismissal than her unantici-
pated expenditures.

“Ms. Spielvogel was dis-
missed from Lake Michi-
gan  College  for  many  rea-
sons beyond inappropriate 
spending,” the state-
ment read. “Several  con-
cerns arose related to her job 
performance, including vio-
lations  of  policies, creating 
a hostile work environment, 
inappropriate comments to 
and about employees,  col-
lege  volunteers and com-
munity members, ignoring 
specific directions from the 
board and overall concerns 
related to management of 
the college.”

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

LMC
From page A1

BEER CHURCH
From page A1

Photos by Don Campbell / HP staff

Beer Church Brewing Co. opened in a former church last week, located at 24 S. Whittaker St., in 
downtown New Buffalo. The brewpub used the church’s original doors, along with the church’s 
stained glass.

The recently opened Beer 
Church Brewing Co., located 
in downtown New Buffalo, 
offers a unique selection of 
craft beers. The beer dubbed 
“Unreliable Narrator” is a 
double IPA.

SACRAMENTO, Calif. 
— After years of prep work, 
Gov. Jerry Brown’s finance 
department decided Friday 
that California’s $64 billion 
high-speed rail project is 
ready to lay some track.

The administration ap-
proved the rail authority’s 
request to spend $2.6 billion 
on work in the Central Val-
ley. The decision lets the au-
thority ask the state treasur-
er’s office to sell a portion 
of the nearly $10 billion in 
bonds voters approved in 
2008 for a bullet train.

However, the first 29-mile 
segment of track isn’t ex-

pected to be completed until 
at least August 2019.

The bullet train’s long-
term prospects remain 
clouded because of uncer-
tainty over funding and 
several pending lawsuits. 
Significant federal help is 
required, and the Repub-
lican-controlled Congress 
does not support the proj-
ect. Private money also is 
needed but none has been 
secured yet.

The treasurer previously 
issued $1.15 billion of  the 
bonds that went for ad-
ministration and on work 
to connect the new system 
to existing tracks, leaving 
the bulk of  the money un-
spent.

By DON THOMPSON 
Associated Press

California high-speed rail 
ready to lay some track


