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Economic Club hands 
speaker series to LMC

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Talk isn’t cheap, and 
the rising cost of booking 
noted leaders and person-
alities, along with other fac-
tors, has led the Economic 
Club of Southwest Michi-
gan to turn over its long-
standing speaker series to 
Lake Michigan College. 

“National demand for 
speakers has grown in 
the past decade. This has 
caused booking costs to 

escalate dramatically. The 
amount we paid in 2008 
for six top-tier personali-
ties now pays for two,” Eco-
nomic Club President Mike 
Cook said in a news release. 
“Additionally, the Club had 
to pay for facility rentals, 
marketing support, and 
other services, all while de-
pending on volunteer help 
to run the organization.”

The Economic Club 
has sponsored the speaker 
series for 73 years, host-
ing  more than 430 world 

leaders, politicians and 
other newsmakers, with the 
Mendel Center as its venue 
since 1983.

The changing financial 
landscape, coupled with 
Cook’s plan to retire after 
34 years of volunteer ser-
vice as president, led Econ 
Club leaders to seek a long-
term solution. As a result, 
the club and LMC  agreed 
to integrate the speaker se-
ries into The Mendel Cen-
ter’s annual programming 
and to transfer its assets 

to the Lake Michigan Col-
lege Foundation, which will 
hold the assets and donor 
pledges for exclusive sup-
port of speaker series op-
erations. 

Mendel Center Executive 
Director Mike Nadolski is 
the newly appointed direc-
tor of The Economic Club 
of Southwestern Michigan 
Speakers series. Nadolski, 
who presents The Mendel 
Center Mainstage annual 

By HP STAFF

Barn of dreams

BENTON HARBOR 
—  There may be a barn 
raising near downtown 
Benton Harbor one day.

Members of the Morton 
House Museum Board of 
Directors listened Thurs-
day to presentations from 
Andrews University archi-
tecture students of what the 

barn could look like.
All that is left of the 

original barn is the cupola, 
which sits next to the muse-
um’s parking lot along Ter-
ritorial Road.

“There had been a barn 
on the property,”  Denise 
Reeves, director of the Mor-
ton House Board of Direc-
tors, said. “It was torn down 
in the early ’70s because it 
was termite-infested.”

The students in the Ar-
chitecture as Craft 2nd Year 
Design Studio discussed 
lighting and other features 
with board members and 
architect Sam Marts from 
Chicago, a consultant for 
the class.

The barn project almost 
didn’t happen, said pro-
fessor Robin Johnson  of 
the university’s School of 
Architecture and Design. 

She said that last fall, she 
was looking around Ben-
ton Harbor for a project 
her students could work on 
when she happened upon 
the museum and decided to 
knock on the door.

“It just so happened that 
the director, Denise, was in 
the building with another 
member of the board,” she 

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Andrews students present ideas for Morton House structure

Don Campbell / HP staff

Andrews University architecture students present their plans Thursday for the construction of a new barn for the Morton House 
Museum in Benton Harbor. 

Tony Wittkowski / HP staff

Anna Murphy, president and CEO of United Way of Southwest 
Michigan, addresses the crowd Thursday at the nonprofit’s 
annual celebration event in the Mendel Center.

United Way  
tops $4M goal

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
—  Anna Murphy said she 
got a chill  at one point 
Thursday night during 
United Way of Southwest 
Michigan’s annual celebra-
tion.

The reason? More than 
$4 million.

The nonprofit organiza-
tion last year set a cam-
paign goal of $4 million, 
and through Berrien and 
Cass county donors, vol-
unteers and community 
members, United Way set 
another record by attain-
ing $4,186,203 in 2016.

“It’s phenomenal for 
us,” said Murphy, who is 
the organization’s presi-
dent and CEO. “I’ve been 
here for 20 years, and we 
used to come to these 
events and know everyone. 
What’s exciting is now, we 
don’t know everyone. That 
means we have new faces 
getting in to work with us, 
which is exciting.”

The night, which was 
highlighted by the money 
raised, was used  to point 
out the lives changed as a 
result of the funding.

United Way backed 
up its numbers with vari-
ous success stories, told 
through four videos pre-
sented throughout the eve-
ning that focused on edu-
cation, income, health and 
basic needs.

One video featured 
Misty Dotson, who grew 

up with an abusive and al-
coholic father. At 10 years 
old, she witnessed her 
mother kill her father in 
self-defense. Her mother 
later died of cancer, which 
sent Dotson’s life into a 
world of heavy drug use, 
including methamphet-
amine.

She eventually received 
help through the Sub-
stance Abuse Enhanced 
Outpatient Program at 
Woodland’s Behavioral 
Health in Cassopolis. Dot-
son now works at Wood-
land’s, helping others over-
come their addictions.

Much to Murphy’s de-
light, Thursday’s event 
packed the Grand Upton 
Hall with more than 400 
people.

More than 72,000 peo-
ple across Berrien and 
Cass counties were served 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Grimes gets in the last word

ST. JOSEPH — Berrien Coun-
ty Animal Control Director Val 
Grimes, who retires at the end of the 
month, is doggone proud of what 
she and her staff have accomplished 
in her 20 years on the job, she told 
the Board of Commissioners on 
Thursday.

“We’ve come a long way,” said 
Grimes, after receiving a resolution 
thanking her for two decades of ser-
vice to the county and its residents.

At the top of her list was the 

opening of the new shelter, which 
went into operation in June at Napi-
er Avenue and I-94. She said the old 
shelter in Berrien Center was “be-
yond belief” even when she came on 
board in 1997.

The bright, spacious shelter is 
more welcoming to residents, and 
animal adoptions have “exploded,” 
Grimes said, with 84 dogs and 
cats finding new homes in Febru-
ary alone. Hours were extended for 
evening and Saturday sessions for 
adoptions.

Grimes said there is nowhere else 
in the county where you can get a 

cat that has been spayed or neutered 
and is up-to-date on its immuniza-
tions for $10.

“We’re giving back to the public,” 
Grimes said.

She said that the department 
weathered the economic downturn 
that started eight years ago, when 
many families could no longer af-
ford to keep their pets, and provided 
a place where the animals could be 
care for.

Grimes defended her depart-
ment’s continuing activities to rid 
the county of nuisance animals, a 
function she said many Michigan 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Retiring animal control director proud of accomplishments

Don Campbell / HP staff

Val Grimes, director of Berrien County Animal Control, will retire at the 
end of March, on Thursday inspects a turkey vulture recently discov-
ered along a road in Benton Harbor. It is among the many unusual ani-
mals Grimes and her officers have housed in her 20 years of service, 
along with thousands of dogs and cats.

I’ve been here for 20 
years, and we used to 
come to these events and 
know everyone. What’s 
exciting is now, we don’t 
know everyone. That 
means we have new faces 
getting in to work with us, 
which is exciting.

ANNA MURPHY
President and CEO of United Way 
of Southwest Michigan

See GRIMES, page A8

See UNITED WAY, page A8 See BARN, page A8

See SPEAKERS, page A8



Herald Palladium - 03/17/2017 Page : A08

Copyright (c)2017 The Herald-Palladium 03/17/2017
March 17, 2017 8:54 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

A8 – FRIDAY, March 17, 2017 ALMANAC The Herald-Palladium

Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .34º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12º R
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .45º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .27º
Record High . . . . . . 64º in 2003
Record Low . . . . . . 13º in 1998
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 1.18"
Normal month to date. . . . 1.06"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . 7.91"
Normal year to date . . . . . 5.06"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:52 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:55 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . 12:03 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see cloudy skies 
with a 70% chance of rain and 
snow, high temperature of 42º, 
humidity of 81%. South wind 10 to 
15 mph. New snow accumulation 
of less than a half inch possible. 
Expect cloudy skies tonight with a 
30% chance of rain.

Today, SSE wind 12 to 17 kt becoming SW in the afternoon. 
Winds could gust as high as 25 kt. Showers likely, mainly before 
1pm. Waves around 3 ft. Water temperature 38 degrees.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Saturday

Rain/Snow
40º / 29º

Sunday

Mostly Sunny
47º / 35º

Monday

Rain Likely
51º / 35º

Tuesday

Mostly Sunny
42º / 25º

Today

Rain/Snow
42º

Tonight

Isolated Rain
34º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Expect cloudy skies today with widespread rain and snow, highs in 
the 30s. South wind 10 mph. Cloudy skies will continue Saturday 
with scattered snow. Northwest wind 10 to 15 mph.

Today, skies will be cloudy with widespread rain and snow, highs 
in the 30s and 40s. South southeast wind 6 to 10 mph. Saturday, 
skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy with isolated rain and snow.

What letters are not used 
to name hurricanes? ?

Answer: The letters: Q, U, X, Y and Z.

Last
3/20

New
3/27

First
4/3

Full
4/11

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 46
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for March 17, 2017
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1992

Fort proponents came to 
Monday’s Niles City Council 
committee meeting with a peace 
offering and left with council 
support for the reconstruction 
of historic Fort St. Joseph.

The action ended months of 
haggling over the use of city-
owned property and brought to-
gether two separate groups that 
until now had different ideas 
about the reconstruction of the 
17th-century fort.

Their goal now is to construct 
a 17th-century style fort on 5 
acres in the southern section of 
Riverfront Park off Bond Street.

35 years ago – 1982
Edwardsburg High School se-

nior Earnest Broyles Jr. has been 
named a winner of a corporate-
sponsored four-year achieve-

ment scholarship in the Na-
tional Achievement Scholarship 
Program for Outstanding Negro 
Students.

Broyles, 17, was one of 550 
national winners announced to-
day by program officials. He was 
the only finalist from southwest-
ern Michigan to win a four-year 
corporate-sponsored scholar-
ship.

50 years ago – 1967
The Niles Avenue widen-

ing job detour started Monday 
at noon and St. Joseph police, 
public works, and fire depart-
ment officials see nothing ahead 
but trouble for the next eight 
months. Niles Avenue is to be 
widened to five lanes from the 
south city limits (Midway) to 
Langley Avenue but the street 
will be torn up all the way to 
Winchester Avenue.

Today is Friday, March 17, 
the 76th day of 2017. There are 
289 days left in the year. This is 
St. Patrick’s Day.

Highlight in history:
On March 17, 1942, six days 

after departing the Philippines 
during World War II, Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur arrived in 
Australia to become supreme 
commander of Allied forces in 
the southwest Pacific theater.

On this date:
In 1776, the Revolutionary 

War Siege of Boston ended as 
British forces evacuated the city.

In 1861, Victor Emmanuel II 
was proclaimed the first king of 
a united Italy.

In 1906, President Theodore 
Roosevelt first likened crusad-
ing journalists to a man with 
“the muckrake in his hand” in a 
speech to the Gridiron Club in 
Washington.

In 1912, the Camp Fire Girls 
organization was incorporated 
in Washington, D.C., two years 
to the day after it was founded 
in Thetford, Vermont. (The 
group is now known as Camp 
Fire.)

In 1936, Pittsburgh’s Great 
St. Patrick’s Day Flood began 
as the Monongahela and Al-
legheny rivers and their tribu-
taries, swollen by rain and 
melted snow, started exceeding 
flood stage; the high water was 
blamed for more than 60 deaths.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

counties abandoned. But 
those counties are now 
scrambling to catch up 
as animal populations in-
crease, she said.

Last year Berrien County 
animal control officers cap-
tured 450 raccoons, which 
Grimes said benefited farm-
ers who can lose certifica-
tion from the Department 
of Agriculture for having 
nuisance animals on their 
property.

Officers have continued 
to pick up dead deer from 
roadways and even rivers, 
where some have drowned, 
Grimes said.

As a sign of public con-
fidence, Grimes said animal 
control has received close 
to $1 million in donations 
toward building  the new 
shelter and for its spay/neu-
ter program. None of that 
came from large grants, 
but was donated “in small 
chunks” from residents 
who supported the shelter, 
she said.

County resident Tony 

Benhart, during the public 
comment portion of the 
meeting, said Grimes had 
taken animal control “out 
of the dark ages,” despite 
the criticism she has re-
ceived in public and on so-
cial media.

Board Chairman Jon 
Hinkelman said that it 
is because of people like 
Grimes “that I am proud 
to be from Berrien County 
and Southwest Michigan.”

Grimes, 69, has 37 years 
of experience in the field, 
and came to Berrien Coun-
ty after nine years with 

the Humane Society of 
Southwest Michigan and 
six years with Cass County 
animal control. She and her 
husband, John, a Berrien 
County animal control of-
ficer, will retire at the same 
time.

The county will continue 
to take applications for the 
position through March 
21. The job description is 
posted on the website www. 
berriencounty.org, under 
“employment informa-
tion.”

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

GRIMES
From page A1

in 2016 through United 
Way – nearly one-third of 
the population of the two 
counties combined.

Over $3.1 million of state 
and federal funds were lev-
eraged through United Way 
funding. Volunteers racked 
up more than 32,400 hours 
of service, a value of more 

than $764,000.
The attainment present-

ers were also recipients of 
United Way services.

Nate Whitelow has 
been a foster grandparent 
through Area Agency on 
Aging for almost five years. 
Foster Grandparents is a 
program funded by United 
Way. Whitelow took the 
stage to reveal the attain-
ment.

A former United Way 

staffer, Angela Brownie 
helped establish Dolly Par-
ton’s Imagination Library 
in 2009. Now, her children 
are enrolled in the read-
ing program. She took the 
stage to help reveal the at-
tainment.

“Your continued gener-
osity and compassion are 
what allows United Way 
of Southwest Michigan to 
create a positive change,” 
said Ann Cardon, superin-

tendent of St. Joseph Pub-
lic Schools and the 2016 
United Way campaign 
chair. “This year, many 
of you were not only able 
to increase the monetary 
amount raise, but we were 
also able to see a notable 
increase in the number of 
donors that have given to 
United Way for the very 
first time.”

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

UNITED WAY
From page A1

said. “... They invited us in 
and told us their dreams of 
having a new barn.”

She said this is the first 
time the architecture stu-
dents have done  a project 
like this.

“It is so much more real 
to the students if  there’s a 
real client with a real site 
and real issues,” Johnson 
said. “There’s no substitute 
for a real situation.”

Reeves said the students 
get to see the clients change 
their minds.

“As they see possibilities, 
they think of other possi-
bilities,” Johnson said.

Reeves said the barn 
would include a kitchen 
and could be used for larger 
meetings and community 
events.

“We’ve dreamed about it 
for years,” she said. “I don’t 
know if it will come to frui-
tion. We certainly hope so. 
... We need more storage 
space, archival space.”

She said the barn and 
museum would be a great 
draw from the Benton Har-
bor Arts District just down 
the hill.

Johnson said the students 
will refine their drawings 
and models of the barn and 
will present them near the 
end of April.

Reeves said the museum’s 
board will discuss ways to 
fund building the barn. 

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

Photos by Don Campbell / HP staff

Andrews University architecture students prepare to present their plans Thursday for the con-
struction of a new barn for the Morton House Museum in Benton Harbor. 

The Morton House Museum in Benton Harbor is interested in building a new barn.

BARN
From page A1

performance series, will 
take over speaker selection, 
donor relations and overall 
series management.

According to LMC Pres-
ident Bob Harrison, blend-
ing the speaker series into 
Mendel Center services 
aligns well with the college’s 
strategic mission as an insti-
tution of higher learning.

Cook and Nadolski 
stressed that during the 
transition, Econ Club 
members will continue to 
enjoy an experience similar 
to what they have come to 
expect as well as some new 
opportunities and member 
benefits.

The two organizations 
increased their collabora-
tion this season by moving 
member ticketing services 
to The Mendel Center box 
office. The Mendel Cen-
ter  helped the Econ Club 
introduce individual meet-
ing ticket sales and flexible 
Grand Upton Hall mem-
berships with or without 
the traditional dinner pack-
age option. Individual tick-
ets will continue to be avail-
able for the next season.

Nadolski further ex-
plained that the speaker 
series will present exciting 
experiences for LMC stu-
dents, faculty and staff. 

“Support from individu-
al donors and the business 
community will play a ma-

jor role in further strength-
ening the viability of the 
speaker series as we move 
forward,” Nadolski said. 
“The world-class stage this 
series puts our region on 
is recognized as a valuable 
economic development and 
recruitment tool by area 
companies.”

The Mendel Center plans 
to announce the 2017-18 
lineup of four or five speak-
ers late this summer. Grand 
Upton Hall and Mainstage 
memberships will continue 
to be available, with current 
members having the first 
opportunity to buy mem-
berships. Club members 
will enjoy new benefits and 
services, the first of which 
will be automatic access to 
Mainstage series member 
benefits of ticket purchas-
ing priority and perfor-
mance discounts.

The Economic Club 
of Southwestern Michi-
gan returns from winter 
hiatus March 22 when it 
welcomes retired NASA 
astronaut Captain Scott 
Kelly. Michio Kaku, world-
renowned physicist, futurist 
and best-selling author, will 
address the Club on April 
20.

Closing out the season 
will be journalist Anderson 
Cooper on May 17.

Individual meeting tick-
ets are available for these 
events through The Mendel 
Center box office at 927-
8700 or online at http://bit.
ly/2lqwSVl.

SPEAKERS
From page A1

4 shot in French school 
shooting; student arrested

PARIS (AP) — A 
16-year-old student who 
had troubled relations 
with his peers opened fire 
at a high school in south-
ern France on Thursday, 
wounding three other stu-
dents and the principal 
who tried to intervene, of-
ficials said.

Police moved into the 
Alexis de Tocqueville 
school in the town of 
Grasse – the country’s pic-
turesque perfume capital 
– and quickly arrested the 
still-armed suspect, identi-
fied by the Interior Minis-
try spokesman as Killian 
Barbey.

The government minis-
ter for victims’ affairs, Ju-
liette Meadel, told BFM 
television there were four 
people shot – three stu-
dents and the high school 
principal – and 10 other 
victims.

The Grasse prosecutor 
said some of the victims 
were suffering from “emo-

tional shock.” None of the 
injuries was considered life 
threatening.

Prosecutor Fabienne 
Atzori said the young 
man – armed with a rifle, 
several pistols and a small 
grenade – entered a class-
room then left, “not find-
ing the person or people 
he was searching for.”

“The motivation of the 
student appears linked to 
bad relations with oth-
er students in this high 
school in which it appears 
he had some difficulty in-
tegrating,” Atzori said.

A national police offi-
cial said earlier there did 
not appear to be any other 
suspects.

After the suspect started 
shooting, students alerted 
the principal, who was 
wounded while “coura-
geously” intervening, the 
prosecutor said. Some 
students only discovered 
shrapnel in their bodies 
once home, she said.


