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Lake Michigan College’s Kelsee Kinder shoots over Glen 
Oaks’ Leasia Jackson during the first half of Wednesday’s 
game.

Kelsee Kinder: 
A team-first leader for LMC

Kelsee Kinder will be 
missed when she gradu-
ates from Lake Michigan 
College at the end of the 
semester. The sophomore 
is a scoring standout, av-
eraging 17 points a game 
and can play both ends of 
the court.

“In the recruiting pro-
cess, we looked at her 
quickness and ability to 
handle the ball,” said 
LMC women’s coach Ja-
son Cooper. “She’s a per-
son that can concentrate 
on offense and defense. 
Those were some of the 
things we were looking 
for. 

“She’s had more re-
sponsibilities with ball 
handling and is doing 
some great things. We are 
excited she can play mul-
tiple positions, and that 
her backcourt does pretty 
well for us.”

But it’s more than 
Kinder’s ability to play 
basketball that drew Coo-
per to her. Not only does 
she lead in scoring next to 
fellow sophomore Hai-
ley Maas, she is the main 
motivator for the Red 
Hawks. 

“(We) recruit individu-
als that have a good soul, 
good families and show 
dedication,” said Coo-
per. “You have to have 
great role models, people 
that just don’t care about 
themselves.”

Her team-fi rst mindset 
and ability to motivate 
people should be great as-
sets in her professional 
life. A graduate of Divine 
Child High School in 
Dearborn, Kinder plans 
to transfer to a four-year 
university to study nursing. 

In a Red Hawks game 
against Ancilla College, 
the 5-foot-7 guard  didn’t 
hesitate once to drive into 
the paint for her buckets. 

She had the same men-
tality against Glen Oaks 
and walked away with a 
game-high 25 points with 
four rebounds, three as-
sists and two steals. 

“Her stature is small, 
but her heart is big. She’s 
grown tremendously as a 
person and as a player,” 
said Cooper. “She sees a 
situation and makes her 
team better.”

What are you studying? 
Nursing. I’m graduating 
with my Associate’s in 
science, and then I plan 
to transfer into a nurs-
ing program somewhere 
else. I don’t know where 
yet, hopefully somewhere 
good. 

Where are some schools 
you are thinking of trans-
ferring to? Somewhere 
down south. If not there, 
somewhere close so my 
family can see me play.

Why did you choose 
LMC? I didn’t know 
where I wanted to go. 
Davenport was my fi rst 
choice, and my last visit 
was LMC. Coach Cop-
per kept calling me, and 
my dad talked me into a 
visit. I fell in love with the 
campus. 

What’s your experience 
been like on the LMC 
women’s team? It’s been 
a roller coaster. I love it. 
I don’t regret my decision. 
It is a family here. 

What is your favorite 
team memory? Winning 
the regionals last year 
and going to nationals. 
We had a great season last 
year. KVCC beat us twice 
(in regular season), but 
it’s hard to beat a team 
three times. We were fo-
cused and we beat them, 
and that was the best. 

What is your favorite 
LMC experience? Every-
day is a new experience 
here. After this year I’m 
going to miss it. I wish 
I could stay for all four 
years. 

By AARON CRIDER
HP Sports Writer

The Herald-Palladium’s Athlete Spotlight, sponsored by Whirlpool Corp., 
appears weekly on Monday in The HP Sports section during the school year. 
Athletes are chosen by HP staff members. Suggestions for Athlete Spotlight 
are welcome. Email suggestions to sports@TheHP.com. Athletes are limited 
to one selection per school year.

Busch gets monster victory at Daytona 500

DAYTONA BEACH, 
Fla. — Kurt Busch had a 
monster start to the season 
with a last-lap pass to win 
the crash-fi lled Daytona 
500.

Busch is sponsored by 
Monster Energy, which 
kicked off its fi rst season as 
the title sponsor for NAS-
CAR’s top series Sunday 
with the season-opener. It 
wasn’t NASCAR fi nest mo-
ment, though, as multiple 

accidents pared down the 
fi eld and had a mismatched 
group of drivers racing for 
the win at the end.

“The more that becomes 
unpredictable about Day-
tona, the more it becomes 
predictable to predict un-
predictability,” Busch said. 
“This car’s completely 
thrashed. There’s not a 
straight panel on it. The 
strategy today, who knew 
what to pit when, what seg-
ments were what. Every-
body’s wrecking as soon as 
we’re done with the second 
segment.

“The more that I’ve run 
this race, the more that I 
just throw caution to the 
wind, let it rip and just el-
bows out. That’s what we 

did.”
It appeared to be pole-

sitter Chase Elliott’s race to 
lose, then he ran out of gas. 
So did Kyle Larson, Martin 
Truex Jr. and Paul Menard. 
As they all slipped off the 
pace, Busch sailed through 
for his fi rst career Daytona 
500 victory.

It also was the fi rst Day-
tona 500 win for Stewart-
Haas Racing, which is co-
owned by Tony Stewart. 
The three-time champion 
retired at the end of last 
season and watched his 
four cars race from the pits.

“I ran this damn race (17) 
years and couldn’t win it, so 
fi nally won it as an owner,” 
Stewart said.

Ryan Blaney fi nished 

second in a Ford. AJ All-
mendinger was third in a 
Chevrolet, and Aric Almi-
rola was fourth for Richard 
Petty Motorsports.

The win was a huge boost 
for Ford, which lured Stew-
art-Haas Racing away from 
Chevrolet this season and 
celebrated the coup with 
its second Daytona 500 vic-
tory in three years. Joey Lo-
gano won in a Ford in 2015.

The fi rst points race of 
the Monster era was run 
under a new format that 
split the 500 miles into three 
stages. Kyle Busch won the 
fi rst stage, Kevin Harvick 
won the second stage and 
neither was a contender for 

By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer

Kurt Busch wins 
first race of Monster 
Energy Cup Series

See DAYTONA, page B3
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Michigan State’s Nick Ward, right, dunks over Wisconsin’s Charles Thomas (15) during the first half of Sunday’s game.

Spartans tame No. 16 Badgers 

EAST LANSING — 
Nick Ward made the most 
of his limited time on the 
court.

Ward had 22 points and 
nine rebounds despite play-
ing just 19 minutes because 
of foul trouble, helping 
Michigan State beat No. 16 
Wisconsin 84-74 on Sun-
day.

“He’s a big body. He’s a 
load,” Badgers coach Greg 
Gard said. “Nine for 12 
versus 4 for 10 in our fi ve-

man (Ethan Happ). That 
tells it right there.”

W h i l e 
foul trou-
ble plagued 
W a r d 
in both 
h a l v e s , 
Happ had 
only one 

foul in the fi rst half and fi n-
ished with eight points, six-
plus points below his aver-
age, before fouling out.  

Miles Bridges had 17 
points and Matt McQuaid 
added a season-high 15 as 
the Spartans (18-11, 10-6 
Big Ten) won for the sixth 
time in eight games, moving 
them into a third-place tie 
in the conference and per-
haps sealing their spot in a 
20th straight NCAA Tour-

nament.
“We put ourselves in a 

position where I can look 
in the mirror and say we 
deserve some things,” coach 
Tom Izzo said.

Michigan State’s Cassius 
Winston had 10 points and 
eight assists and Joshua 
Langford had nine points.

The Badgers (22-7, 11-5) 
have lost four of fi ve and 
lost a chance to pull into a 
fi rst-place tie with No. 14 
Purdue.

“It’s not the end of the 
world,” Bronson Koenig 
said after scoring 17 points 
in the setback. “We’ve been 
through this before.”

Wisconsin’s Nigel Hayes 
scored 22 points, and Zak 
Showalter had 15.

Michigan State went 

on an 11-1 run midway 
through the second half, 
building a 12-point lead 
that it was able to maintain 
even while Ward and Bridg-
es were sitting next to Izzo 
due to fouls.

“My teammates got it 
done when I was on the 
bench,” Ward said. “When 
I can stay in the game, who 
knows?”

In the fi rst half, the Spar-
tans led 36-23 only to allow 
the Badgers to come back 
with a 15-4 run to pull with-
in a point at halftime.

BIG PICTURE
Wisconsin: The Badgers 

have been shooting poorly 
and it is catching up with 
them. They were held to 

By LARRY LAGE 
AP Sports Writer

Nick Ward leads 
Michigan State with 
22 points, nine boards

See SPARTANS, page B3
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Anisimov scores late to lift surging Blackhawks past Blues

CHICAGO — Artem 
Anisimov scored with 5:20 
left in the third period to lift 
the Chicago Blackhawks 
over the St. Louis Blues 4-2 
on Sunday night for their 
fourth straight win and 
ninth in their last 10.

Anisimov beat Jake Al-
len on the 
glove side 
from the 
right edge 
of the crease 
for his 22nd 

goal after taking a pinpoint 
cross-ice pass from linemate 
Artemi Panarin. Tanner 
Kero added an empty-nett-
er with 2.6 seconds left.

Patrick Kane assisted 
on Anisimov’s winner and 
scored a power-play goal. 
Jonathan Toews also had a 
goal and an assist for surg-
ing Chicago, which pulled 
one point behind fi rst-place 
Minnesota in the Central 
Division and Western Con-
ference.

Blackhawks defenseman 
Duncan Keith had an assist 

for his 500th NHL point.
Magnus Paajarvi and 

Alex Pietrangelo scored for 
the Blues, who played their 
fi rst game following their 
bye week and lost their 
third straight.

Scott Darling made 30 
saves as he stepped in for 
No. 1 goalie Corey Craw-
ford, who was ill and ruled 
out by coach Joel Quennev-

ille at the team’s morning 
skate.

Allen blocked 38 shots.
Toews has nine goals 

and 15 assists in his last 14 
games. Kane has nine goals 
and six assists in his last 10.

Toews opened the scoring 
4:18 in with a quick fore-
hand move to cap a crisp, 
rink-long passing series 
with his linemates.

Kane fi nished a give-and-
go with Toews to make it 
2-0 with a power-play goal 
at 11:44, beating Allen on 
the short side with a shot 
from the left circle.

Paajarvi cut it to 2-1 with 
3:06 left in the period. He 
skated in alone and beat 
Darling between the legs 

By MATT CARLSON 
Associated Press Chicago

3
St. Louis

2
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