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LOCAL & STATE

HP file photo

A worker rinses cement away at the construction site of Lakeland Health’s $160 million expansion in St. Joseph. Health care is 
growing economic sector and employer in Southwest Michigan.

BENTON HARBOR 
— During a week that’s 
produced a ton of focus 
on this country’s health 
care,  Kinexus released its 
data concerning a survey of 
local health care providers.

In its latest survey, Kinex-
us reported that Southwest 
Michigan health care  pro-
viders are expanding service 
offerings and facilities while 
balancing the regulatory 
uncertainty.

“Health care is one of 
our region’s most vital in-
dustries, providing an esti-
mated 10,571 jobs and $609 
million in economic im-
pact on Berrien, Cass, and 
Van Buren counties,” said 
Todd Gustafson, CEO of 
Kinexus. “We hope the data 
collected can be a resource 
for the regional health care 
providers as we work to ad-
dress their business chal-
lenges and provide them 
with long-term, sustainable 
solutions.”

This was the second sur-
vey in a series Kinexus has 

done looking at specifi c job 
markets in Berrien, Cass 
and Van Buren counties.

Kinexus fi rst launched 
this series of surveys in 2016 
with the intent to gauge 
industry sector needs, de-
velop benchmark informa-
tion, and aid in the region’s 
economy. 

Of the 424 health care 
employers in the tri-county 
area, 11 percent of the in-
dustry responded to the 
survey.

Nationally, the health 
care sector is struggling 
with rising costs, uneven 
regulatory standards, and 
transformation to value-
based health care.

Despite the concerns, 
Kinexus discovered that 
tri-county providers are 
trending in the right direc-
tion and are poised to grow 
at 10.1 percent by 2024 
compared to the nation’s 
projected growth at 19.8 
percent.

Medical advancements, 
technology implementa-
tion, and an increase in 
aging population have led 
Southwest Michigan pro-
viders to begin short- and 
long-term planning. Nearly 
54 percent of survey partic-
ipants indicated they will be 
undergoing an expansion 
of services, increasing their 

footprint over the next two 
years or are currently ex-
panding.

These expansions align 
with the current data for the 
tri-county area.

With 18 percent of Ber-
rien, Cass and Van Buren 
counties’ population being 
65 or older – representing 
about 50,770 individuals – 
Gustafson said it’s impor-
tant to have the infrastruc-
ture in place to support 
those who are in need of 
patient care services.

Local health care provid-
ers reported they are facing 
many constraints within 
the industry, such as lim-
ited training facilities and 
the  doubt lawmakers cre-
ated by plans to repeal and 
replace the Affordable Care 
Act.

Nearly half the health 
care providers indicated the 
lack of applicants applying 
was a concern in terms of 
talent recruitment.

As the local popula-
tion and health care needs 
grow, area employers are 
struggling to fi nd the talent 
needed for trained medical 
professionals – specifi cally 
licensed professionals like 
registered nurses and social 
workers. The average an-
nual salaries of these posi-
tions in the area put reg-

istered nurses at $59,342, 
certifi ed nursing assistants 
at $27,206 and social work-
ers at $44,782.

“With the continued 
growth and talent require-
ments of the health care 
industry, we need to focus 
on increasing the availabil-
ity of educational training 
facilities to enhance pro-
gram completions to meet 
demand,” Alex Grumbine, 
director of Business and 
Industry at Kinexus, said in 
a news release. “We do not 
see a lack of individuals in-
terested in pursuing careers 
in health care, but more 
lack in infrastructure to 
train the number of people 
interested in programs.”

However, that’s not uni-
versally the case in South-
west Michigan.

Southwestern Michigan 
College is planning a $9.6 
million expansion to add 
an additional 17,000 square 
feet to its Nursing and 
Health Education wing for 
the fall 2018 classes.

Lakeland Health has 
continued to update its fa-
cilities, which includes a 
$160 million expansion that 
was announced in August.

Kinexus’ survey results 
also revealed that 57 percent 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Kinexus projects 
growth, despite 
federal uncertainty

Survey shows health 
care industry expanding

ST. JOSEPH — South-
west Michigan’s housing 
market kept up its  re-
cord  pace in January, but 
February failed to set any 
records in the year-over-
year comparison for sales, 
total dollar volume and 
selling prices.

Despite this, George Lu-
cas, board president of the 
Southwestern Michigan 
Association of Realtors, 
said January sales prices 
managed to keep year-
to-date numbers up from 
2016.

Comparing February re-
sults to January, the num-
ber of houses sold dropped 
8 percent. With fewer 
homes sold and closed, the 
total dollar volume in Feb-
ruary fell 28 percent.

“Homebuyers in Feb-
ruary found average and 
median selling prices that 
were signifi cantly lower 
than in January,” Lucas 
said. “The average selling 
price decreased 22 percent 
and the median selling 
price declined 20 percent.”

The number of houses 
sold in February 2017 
slipped 4 percent from 
February 2016. Year-to-
date, the number of houses 
in Southwest Michigan 
sold was up by nine houses 
in February 2017 for a 2 
percent increase over Feb-
ruary 2016.

At the end of February, 
the average time a home 
was on the market before it 
sold was 116 days – com-
pared to 131 days in Feb-
ruary 2016.

This was an 11 percent 
decrease from a year ago.

The total dollar vol-
ume for February was up 
slightly at 2 percent; rising 
from $30.4 million in 2016 
to $31.1 million in Febru-
ary 2017.

Year-to-date, the total 
dollar volume was up 10 
percent thanks to Janu-
ary’s robust start.  The 
year-to-date, total dollar 
volume in February set the 
record in the year-over-
year comparison back to 
2006.

The average selling price 
in February 2017 increased 
6 percent from February 
2016. The year-to-date, av-
erage selling price was up 7 
percent.

The median selling price 
of $114,000 in February 
2017 was up 4 percent 
over the $109,950 set in 
February 2016.  Year-to-
date, the median selling 
price jumped 11 percent to 
$130,000 from $117,500 in 
2016.

Comparing 2006 to 
2017, the year-to-date av-
erage and median selling 
prices were the highest 
recorded over time in this 
region.  

“The active listing of 
homes for sale fell 19 per-
cent at the end of Feb-
ruary 2017 with 1,512 
homes for sale compared 

to 1,868 homes for sale 
in February 2016,” Lucas 
said. “This declining in-
ventory gave the market 
just a 5.1-month supply of 
houses for home buyers to 
select from, compared to 
a 6.7-month supply a year 
ago and 13.9 months of in-
ventory in 2010.”

Locally, the mortgage 
rate declined slightly to 
4.31 from 4.32 percent 
in January.  Last year in 
February, the rate was at 
3.76. Nationally, the Fred-
die Mac mortgage rate in 
February was 4.16 percent 
compared to 4.19 percent 
in January for a 30-year 
conventional mortgage.

Across the nation
According to the Na-

tional Association of Re-
altors, existing home sales 
slid in February but re-
mained above last year’s 
levels – both nationally 
and in all major regions.

Total existing-home 
sales retreated 3.7 percent 
to a seasonally adjusted 
annual rate of 5.48 mil-
lion in February from 5.69 
million in January. Despite 
last month’s decline, Feb-
ruary’s sales pace is still 5.4 
percent above a year ago.

NAR chief econo-
mist Lawrence Yun said 
closings fell  in February 
with too little property for 
sale and weakening afford-
ability stifl ing buyers in 
most of the country.

“Realtors are reporting 
stronger foot traffi c from a 
year ago, but low supply in 
the affordable price range 
continues to be the pest 
that’s pushing up price 
growth and pressuring the 
budgets of prospective 
buyers,” he said. “Newly 
listed properties are being 
snatched up quickly so far 
this year and leaving be-
hind minimal choices for 
buyers trying to reach the 
market.”

The median existing-
home price for all hous-
ing types in February was 
$228,400, up 7.7 percent 
from February 2016. 
February’s price increase 
was the fastest since last 
January and marks the 
60th consecutive month of 
year-over-year gains.

Regionally, existing-
home sales in the Midwest 
sales fell 7 percent to an 
annual rate of 1.2 million 
in February, but are still 
2.6 percent above a year 
ago. The median price in 
the Midwest was $171,700, 
up 6.1 percent from a year 
ago.

First-time buyers were 
32 percent of sales in Feb-
ruary, which is down from 
33 percent in January and 
up from 30 percent a year 
ago.

“The affordability con-
straints holding back rent-
ers from buying is a signal 
to many investors that 
rental demand will remain 
solid for the foreseeable 
future,” Yun said. “Inves-
tors are still making up an 
above average share of the 
market right now despite 
steadily rising home prices 
and few distressed proper-

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Strong January 
keeps year-to-date 
expectations alive

Housing sales 
slip in February

DOWAGIAC — Dowa-
giac is fi rst and best in the 
eyes of the Michigan Mu-
nicipal League, at least 
when it comes to the city’s 
gateway project.

The city gained the 
league’s fi rst Better Streets, 
Better Michigan Award 
during MML’s annual con-
ference last week in Lansing. 
MML and the Michigan 

Department of Transporta-
tion issue the award to proj-
ects that aid personal mo-
bility, whether people walk, 
ride a bike, take a bus or 
train or drive a vehicle.

The project on Com-
mercial Street widened 
sidewalks,  changed street 
paving material, incorporat-
ed  street  parking, provided 
streetscape elements –  such 
as landscaping and light-
ing – and created new pedes-

trian resources like benches, 
parks and artwork.

“It was important  to 
make the area appealing 
to walkers to  have positive 
pedestrian experiences  and 
safe vehicular interactions,” 
Mayor Donald Lyons said 
in an MML news release. 
“We  decided if a walk is 
pleasant, then people  will 
be encouraged to engage in 
the  space in a more mean-
ingful way.”

He said the project suc-
ceeded  “through the com-
bined, coordinated  and 
committed effort  of City 
Council, staff, contractors, 
merchants and consul-
tants.”

The mayor credited fi rm 
Wightman and Associ-
ates of Benton Township 
for its  ability to translate 
the City Council’s vision 
into reality.

MDOT Director Kirk 

Steudle said his agency 
is  “pleased to work with 
communities  across Michi-
gan pursuing creative 
ways to improve the qual-
ity of life  of their citizens. 
This  Better Streets, Better 
Michigan Award  ...  puts a 
nice spotlight on those col-
laborative efforts.” 

MML reported that 
its  judges were impressed 
with Dowagiac’s creative 
approach to a common 

problem:  Mitigating speed 
violations and improving 
pedestrian safety. However, 
just lowering speed  limits 
often doesn’t work because 
the environment that  ve-
hicles pass through pro-
vide cues that encourage 
faster speeds, such as wide 
roads  with little markings, 
small sidewalks with little 
pedestrian activity and little 
or no landscaping or light-
ing.

By HP STAFF

Creative approach to slowing traffic earns state award
DOWAGIAC

BERRIEN SPRINGS — 
On Wednesday and Thurs-
day, Andrew University will 
feature its second annual 
Health and Wellness Fest, 
the university announced.

The event at several cam-
pus locations will include 
cooking schools, a 5K 
walk, wellness chapel and 
the screening of two docu-
mentaries, including “Eat-
ing You Alive.”

Differing from last year’s 
Wellness Fest, which fea-

tured presentations pri-
marily from off-campus 
experts, this year’s events 
draw mainly from on-cam-
pus health expertise and de-
velopments.

Instead of last year’s at-
tempt to break a world re-
cord, this year’s highlight 
will be the second screening 
of the 2016 UHW-spon-
sored “Jackie: The Trans-
formation Project,” star-
ring Andrews University 
student Jackie Barrios. The 

fi lm premiered last fall dur-
ing Wellness Week.

According to Dominque 
Wakefi eld, director of 
UHW, this event is incred-
ibly signifi cant to the uni-
versity, despite being only 
in its second year.

“This initiative was highly 
pushed and supported by 
our former president, Dr. 
Andreasen,” Wakefi eld said 
in a news release. “If you 
look at the Andrews logo, it 
incorporates body, mind and 

spirit. That is our philoso-
phy of education, and dur-
ing this week there is an even 
stronger initiative that to 
show that the university isn’t 
just about the mind, it’s also 
about the body and spirit.”

The Wellness Fest sched-
ule is included below. For 
details, including which 
events provide co-curric-
ular credit for Andrews 
students and registration 
information, visit andrews.
edu/wellness.

Andrews sets 2nd wellness festival
See KINEXUS, page B2

See HOUSING, page B2
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ties on the market.”
Nationally, the total 

housing inventory at the 
end of February increased 
4.2 percent to 1.75 million 
existing homes available for 
sale, but is still 6.4 percent 
lower than a year ago and 
has fallen year-over-year 
for 21 straight months.

Unsold inventory is at 
a 3.8-month supply at the 
current sales pace.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

HOUSING
From page B1

of health care providers re-
ported they are including 
more training and develop-
ment for existing staff to 
overcome any “talent is-
sues.”

In addition to the talent 
infrastructure crunch, al-
most 40 percent of survey 
takers indicated applicants 
are looking for more pay as 
the second largest issue dis-
rupting recruitment efforts.

Regulatory uncertainty 
has carried over to local 
health care providers as the 
leading current strategic 
planning concern. About 
70 percent of participants 
stated regulatory impacts 
over the next one to two 
years could affect the land-
scape of patient care and 
service providers.

The Benton Harbor-
based economic develop-
ment organization complet-
ed and released results from 
its manufacturing sector 
survey in July that revealed 
a need for more qualified 
applicants in the Southwest 
Michigan region.

Kinexus is a nonprofit or-
ganization that invests mil-
lions in funding each year 
in Berrien, Cass, and Van 
Buren counties through 
business, workforce and 
community development.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

KINEXUS
From page B1

Dems to dedicate 
Little Free Library

BENTON HARBOR — 
The Berrien County Dem-
ocratic Party will dedicate 
its first Little Free Library 
at the Arts Park, 210 Wa-
ter St., in Benton Harbor, 
the party announced. The 
event is 4:30 p.m. Wednes-
day.

The Little Free Library 
will be donated to the 
Benton Harbor Public Li-
brary in honor of  its work 
towards improving litera-
cy rates in area children. 
Everyone is welcome to 
come, bring a book to 
donate and get a list of 
upcoming BCDP and 
Benton Harbor Public Li-
brary events.

For more information 
about the event, contact 
event co-chairs Dr. Amy 
Scrima at 269-208-6642, 
email drscrima@com-
cast.net or Julee Laurent 
at 574-315-5501, email  
thinktankmedia1@gmail.
com.

B. Springs schools  
to offer CTE credits

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
—  Students in Berrien 
Springs’ six career-tech-
nical-education programs 
can  earn Michigan Merit 
Curriculum credits thanks 
to action by the Berrien 
Springs Board of Educa-
tion.

Curriculum Director 
Emma Haygood said the 
board’s action allows stu-
dents to earn some of the 
Michigan Merit Curricu-
lum credits need for gradu-
ation in CTE programs. 
The CTE programs Berrien 
Springs hosts are EMT, 
firefighting, construction 
trades, accounting, business 
management and criminal 
justice.

Haygood said all six pro-
grams are certified to give 
students credits in visual 
performing applied arts, 
third-year science, fourth-
year math and world lan-
guages. In addition, stu-
dents in the construction 
trades program can earn 
Algebra II credits.

Agency nixes half-mile 
rule for liquor sellers

LANSING (AP) — State 
regulators have dropped a 
1979 rule that generally re-
quired a half-mile distance 
between liquor retailers.

The Detroit News says 
the change by the Michigan 
Liquor Control Commis-
sion occurred Thursday. A 
trade association that rep-
resents stores has filed a 
lawsuit, saying the commis-
sion was required to hold a 
public hearing.

Auday Arabo, president 
of the Associated Food and 
Petroleum Dealers, com-
pared the commission’s ac-
tions to that of a dictator.

Supporters of the half-
mile restriction say it pro-
tects communities and gives 
retailers some room against 
potential competitors.

But the commission says 
the half-mile rule discrimi-
nates against qualified ap-
plicants. The commission 
must respond to the lawsuit 
within seven days.

Great Lakes shipping 
season to resume

SAULT STE. MARIE 
(AP) — The Great Lakes 
commercial shipping sea-
son is set to get underway 
with the reopening of 
the navigational locks in 
Sault Ste. Marie, Michi-
gan.

The Soo Locks raise and 
lower ships moving be-
tween Lake Superior and 
Lake Huron. They close for 
a couple months each win-
ter for repairs and mainte-
nance when ice usually cov-
ers substantial portions of 
the upper lakes.

The locks are scheduled 
to reopen Saturday.

This year, the U.S. 
Army Corps of  Engi-
neers says the upgrades 
included replacing gate 
anchors and completing 
the switch to a hydrau-
lic operating system on 
the Poe Lock. The Ma-
cArthur Lock underwent 
sandblasting, structural 
repairs and painting.

IN BRIEF
Sentences 
St. Joseph

Fleeing/resisting police
Bryant W. Pugh, 33, of 

Detroit, 5 1/2 to 10 years in 
prison, credit for 75 days 
served, and $1,598 in fines 
and costs for second-degree 
fleeing police in a motor vehi-
cle; and a concurrent term of 
29 months to 5 years, costs of 
$68 and restitution of $500 
for receiving/concealing stolen 
property, a motor vehicle, Jan. 
1 in Royalton Township.

Timothy R. Doss, 39, of 62nd 
Street, Bangor, 150 days in 
jail, credit for 54 days served, 
and $198 in costs for assault-
ing/resisting and obstructing 
Berrien County Sheriff’s Depu-
ty Justin O’Brien Dec. 27, 
2016, in St. Joseph.

Larceny
Michael J. Emhoff, 44, of 

Millburg Drive, Benton Harbor, 
30 days in jail, credit for 8 
days served, $1,048 in fines 
and costs, $1,000 in restitu-
tion and 2 years probation for 
larceny in a building, a 
garage, Dec. 2, 2016, in Bain-
bridge Township.

Tyler A. Foust, 16, of Hoff-

man Road, Cassopolis, 160 
days in jail, credit for 160 
days served, $1,498 in fines 
and costs, 90 days on tether 
and 2 years probation for lar-
ceny from the person Sept. 
29, 2016, in Niles.

Kisha A. Mallinger, 47, of 
Bellwood, Ill., 22 days in jail, 
credit for 22 days served, 
$1,639 in fines and costs, 
$2,670 in restitution and 2 
years probation for attempted 
larceny in a building June 6, 
2016, at Four Winds Casino in 
New Buffalo.

Assault
Todd C. McKie, 53, of West 

John Beers Road, Stevensville, 
two concurrent terms of 270 
days in jail, credit for 57 days 
served, and fines and costs 
totaling $1,348 for assault 
with a dangerous weapon, an 
assault on a man with a knife; 
and domestic violence, sec-
ond offense, an assault on a 
woman, Jan. 22 in Lincoln 
Township.

Other
Joshua L. Minchue, 29, of 

Stevensville-Baroda Road, 
Baroda, 51 days in jail, credit 
for 51 days served, and $198 
in costs for tampering with 
an electronic device, cutting 

off a jail tether, Dec. 26, 2016, 
in Baroda Township.

Carlyle T. Valentine, 18, of 
Collins Avenue, Benton Harbor, 
100 days in jail, credit for 41 
days served, $1,498 in fines 
and costs and 2 years proba-
tion for attempted breaking 
and entering a building with 
intent Feb. 2 at Topps Trading 
Post in Benton Township.

Tony J. Braddock, 31, of 
Bishop Avenue, Benton Har-
bor, 90 days in jail, credit for 
4 days served, for operating 
while intoxicated, third 
offense, Jan. 1 in Benton 
Township.

Joseph L. Hegar, 29, of May-
nard Drive, Benton Harbor, 1-4 
years in prison, credit for 70 
days served, and $1,098 in 
fines and costs for abscond-
ing on bond Aug. 29, 2016, in 
Berrien County.

Albert A. Jolly Jr., 60, of 

Seagoville, Texas, 2 days in 
jail, credit for 2 days served, 
$1,758 in fines and costs and 
forfeiture of a semi-automatic 
pistol for carrying a concealed 
weapon Nov. 29, 2016 in New 
Buffalo Township.

Niles
Domiro D. Jones, 35, of 

Stern Place, Benton Harbor, 
29 months to 5 years in pris-
on, and $798 in fines and 
costs for operating while 
intoxicated, third offense, Jan. 
20 in Berrien Springs.

Shelley L. Devon, 48, of 
North Fifth Street, Niles, 60 
days in jail, credit for 43 days 
served, $898 in fines and 
costs, 90 days on SCRAM 
tether and 2 years probation 
for attempted assault with a 
dangerous weapon, an assault 
on a man with an ashtray, 
Dec. 25, 2016, in Niles.

BERRIEN COUNTY TRIAL COURT

ANN ARBOR (AP) — 
An online project created 
by students at the Univer-
sity of Michigan aims to 
make life easier for people 
with food allergies and 
special diets.

Co-founders Ish Baid 
and Michael Copley de-
veloped the Edible Project 
app to help people with 
diet restrictions find cui-
sine they can enjoy with-
out worrying about aller-
gies or ingredients, MLive 
reported . Copley’s severe 
dairy allergies inspired 
the idea.

The free app focuses 
on the Ann Arbor area 
and allows users to 
search by food item, diet 
or price using criteria 

like milk allergies or veg-
etarian and vegan diets. 
Edible Project shows res-
taurant hours and menu 
item reviews. Braid and 
Copley, who are software 
students at the University 
of  Michigan, launched 
the product about a 
month ago.

University of Michigan students 
develop food allergy app
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LAKE MICHIGAN CATHOLIC VALUES
Living Faith • Building Character • Inspire Leadership

Accepting Responsibility • Achieving Excellence

www.lmclakers.org 269-983-2511

Nourishing the Human Spirit
~ Mind, Body, and Soul ~

through Jesus Christ

Lake Michigan
Catholic Schools

MIND
100% Graduation Rate 
& 4-Year College 
Acceptance Rate

17 college credits taught 
at LMC

$2 Million in scholarships 
off ered to the 31 graduates 
in the class of 2016

Highest SAT and ACT 
test scores in the 3 county 
Region & competitive with 
top scores in the state

Active Fine Arts Curriculum 
including 60% band 
participation with a 
biennial Disney World 
performance

1:1 High School Computer 
to Student Ratio, LMC is 
a Google School system 
with SMARTBOARD 
technology in every 
LMC classroom

K-12 Spanish instruction 
with daily curriculum 
beginning in 6th grade

BODY
86% of MS & HS students 
participate in sports

Student to Teacher Ratio 
17:1 Elementary
13:1 Middle & High Schools

Active Elementary Sports 
and Clubs: mini-laker 
sports, trekking club, Girls 
on the Run, Scouts, and 
Young Rembrandts

11 Middle School sport 
teams

21 Varsity Sports, 2015-
2016 accomplishments: 
     2 Conference Champs
     4 District Champs
     3 State Ranked Teams
     8 All-State Academic 
        Teams

SOUL
We intentionally seek to 
foster spiritual growth for 
God’s glory, for personal 
development, and for the 
edifi cation of the Body of 
Christ

Spiritual retreats, 
devotions, weekly mass, 
daily gospel and prayer, 
Eucharistic Adoration, 
and in-depth Sacrament 
Preparation

Community minded with 
THOUSANDS of service 
hours performed by LMC 
students yearly

adnum=60833177

www.sensationalhottubs.com
5595 Red Arrow Highway

Stevensville

269-429-7171

 Limitations apply. See Our Sales Professionals for Details.

0% 36 Month
Financing
with approved credit

Hours: Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-2 • Closed Sunday
269-429-71712728 Years

Financing
with approved credit
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Old School Burgers & Deep Fried Delights

HENRY’S HAMBURGERS FAMOUS 
BROWN BAG SPECIAL!

www.HenrysHamburgers.com
M-139 by Napier • Benton Harbor MI 
Monday–Saturday 6:30AM – 9:30PM 

Sunday 11AM – 8PM

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBuBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

Includes a Double Cheeseburger,

Fries & Pepsi Cola!

adnum=60835525

Celebrating 70 years of 
beautiful fresh fl owers 

for any occasion!
1475 Pipestone Rd.
Benton Harbor, MI

269-925-1167 | 800-948-1801
crystalspringsfl orist.net


