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LOCAL & STATE
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Alicia White, 7, center and Demarcus Buford, 6, right, play with Ruby, a Bark Angels therapy dog Monday at the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Benton Harbor Fettig Youth Campus.

BENTON HARBOR — 
With the exception of a few 
programs and an important 
week, it was like any other 
Monday at the Youth Cen-
ter at the Benton Harbor 
Boys & Girls Club.

Monday marked the fi rst 
day worth of events and 
programming being held at 
the Boys & Girls Club sites 
in Benton Harbor this 
week. They marked  Na-
tional Boys & Girls Club 
Week, where supporters 
will visit the Fettig Youth 
Campus at 600 Nate Wells 
Senior Drive and the Joel E. 
Smilow Teen Center at 190 
W. Empire Ave.

Brian Saxton, CEO of 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Ben-
ton Harbor, said this week 
would serve as a way to cel-

ebrate the important work 
of local Boys & Girls Clubs 
in more than 4,000 commu-
nities nationwide.

The clubs’ programs 
are geared toward three pri-
ority outcomes – academic 
success, character/lead-
ership development and 
healthy lifestyles.

“We play an important 
role after school. We’re 
out-of-school partners,” 
Saxton said. “We’re here 

when school is closed and 
we’re here year round. But 
we also help kids succeed in 
school.”

On Monday, students 
sat in for RoboTech with 
Whirlpool engineers, Bark 
Angels therapy dogs with 
Be There program partici-
pants, Kohl’s Associates in 
Action, and a reading pro-
gram.

Phil Brooks, executive 
director for Winning Inc. 

of America, was on hand 
Monday to oversee the 
reading program that was 
developed to combat learn-
ing loss over the summer 
for club members ages 6-14.

“We’re here to help chal-
lenged readers be grade-
level by the third grade,” 
he said. “The reason why 
is because kids younger 
than third grade spend their 
time learning to read. From 
third grade and up, they 
read to learn.”

Whirlpool engineers in-
troduced RoboTech to chil-
dren Monday, which is a 
program that teaches kids 
how to build and program 
robots.

“They showed them what 
the program will entail for 
the kids who haven’t done 
this yet,” said Sherri Ulleg, 
communications coordina-
tor for Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Benton Harbor.

Several of the kids were 
also leading tours Monday, 
which Saxton said came 
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Boys & Girls Club 
of BH kicks off 
national celebration

Working hand-in-hand with school
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Michael Moyer, program director of the wine and Viticulture Technology program at Lake 
Michigan College, gives a tour of the first and only commercial teaching winery in the Mid-
west during a Hospitality Job Fair and Talent Showcase Monday at LMC’s Mendel Center. 
Dozens of employers were on hand during the event, organized by LMC and Kinexus, to 
encourage careers in the hospitality and tourism industry.

ANOTHER DAY AT THE OFFICE

BUCHANAN

BUCHANAN — Bu-
chanan City Commission-
ers might not know where 
new medical marijuana 
facilities may be built, but 
they have decided that they 
want the city to “opt in” to 
the new state laws to allow 
municipalities to license a 
variety of  medical mari-
juana facilities.

The city commission has 
been debating the issue for 
three months, holding one 
informational session and 

two public forums before 
Monday’s vote. The is-
sue has been divisive for 
the community, with resi-
dents speaking out strong-
ly on both sides.

On Monday only three 
of  the 50 or so people in at-
tendance spoke out and all 
three were against the city 
backing  medical marijua-
na business. Beverly Vite 
Wilcox said she doesn’t 
want to see Buchanan be-
come a medical marijuana 
town, while Buchanan 
Community Schools Su-
perintendent Andrea van 
der Laan said she believes 
it sends the wrong message 
to youth.

Added Eric Hage-
man: “This is a great town. 
How will this make life 

better here as the sign be-
hind you (the commission) 
says? ... I’m here to make a 
plea for you to vote against 
it so we don’t have it in our 
town.”

The commission ended 
up divided as they passed 
a resolution to move for-
ward with the develop-
ment of  new ordinances to 
license facilities involved 
with the growing, process-
ing and selling of  medical 
marijuana.

The vote was 4-1, with 
Commissioner Patricia 
Moore casting the sole 
no vote. Voting yes were 
Mayor Brenda Hess and 
commissioners Carla Cole, 
Dale Toerne and Dan Vi-
gansky.

Moore said she has sev-

eral concerns. “On the 
one hand, we have a very 
strict law that’s not open-
ing the gates to free fl ow-
ing access,” she said. “But 
my major concern is that 
any provisional center can 
deal only with cash, which 
I think makes for a very 
dangerous situation.”

She believes any extra 
revenue the city will see in 
licensing fees and taxes will 
be offset by the extra mon-
ey the city will spend on 
police protection. Moore 
fears that the revenue from 
medical marijuana will go 
down, just as the amount 
of  state-shared revenue 
municipalities get has de-
clined over the years.

“In 20 years we maybe 
will have to scrape the 

money together to pay 
for extra police,” she said. 
“Will the state be a wor-
thy partner 20 years from 
now? I don’t think so. Peo-
ple deserve the medication 
they need but I don’t think 
our town is the place.”

Other commissioners 
disagreed. Hess and Cole 
both spoke of  the health 
benefi ts of  medical mari-
juana. “I’m at the age 
when I wonder what will 
happen if  I get sick and 
there is no medication that 
works,” Cole said. “That’s 
why I voted yes. Think 
of  the future and people 
needing help.”

Vigansky said he doesn’t 
necessarily think medical 
marijuana will be “the pot 
of  gold at the end of  the 

rainbow,” but he sees it as 
something the city needs 
to pursue. “This makes the 
drug more stable and we 
will be able to collect some 
revenue.”

Commissioners urged 
residents  to stay involved 
with the issue, as the city’s 
planning commission now 
meets to develop new ordi-
nances regarding the issue.

Buchanan isn’t the only 
community moving for-
ward on the medical mari-
juana issue. According to 
media reports, Niles City 
Council on Monday also 
agreed to develop new or-
dinances to regulate medi-
cal marijuana facilities. 
Galien Township also will 
take up the issue at a meet-
ing next Monday.

By DEBRA HAIGHT
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Commissioners pave 
the way for future 
facilities with 4-1 vote

City OKs medical marijuana licensing

DETROIT — Michigan 
and the city of Flint agreed 
Monday to replace thou-
sands of home water lines 
under a sweeping deal to 
settle a lawsuit by residents 
over lead-contaminated 
water in the struggling com-
munity.

Flint will replace at least 
18,000 lead or galvanized-
steel water lines by 2020, and 
the state will pick up the bill 
with state and federal mon-
ey, according to the settle-
ment fi led in federal court. 
It will be presented Tuesday 
to U.S. District Judge David 
Lawson for likely approval.

More than 700 water lines 
already have been replaced 
and work is ongoing, but the 
agreement would rid Flint’s 
roughly 100,000 residents of 
uncertainty over how to pay 
for the enormous task. Un-
der the settlement, the state 
will set aside $87 million 
and keep another $10 mil-
lion in reserve if necessary.

“The proposed agreement 
is a win for the people of 
Flint,” said Dimple Chaud-
hary, an attorney with the 
Natural Resources Defense 
Council, which is working 
with the American Civil Lib-
erties Union of Michigan to 
represent Flint residents.

“It provides a compre-
hensive framework to ad-
dress lead in Flint tap wa-
ter and covers a number of 
critical issues related to wa-
ter safety,” Chaudhary told 
The Associated Press.

Despite the development, 
some residents still feel dis-
couraged. Reneta Richard, 
a 38-year-old teacher, said 
another few years for new 
pipes “compiles the de-
spair that I see and feel.” 
She heats bottled water for 
kitchen use because hot tap 
water can damage the fi lter.

“When I see someone on 
TV just turn on the water 

and wash their hands — I 
haven’t been able to do that 
for years,” Richard said.

Flint’s water was tainted 
with lead for at least 18 
months, starting in spring 
2014. The city, under the 
control of state-appointed 
fi nancial managers, tapped 
the Flint River while a new 
pipeline was being built to 
Lake Huron, but the wa-
ter wasn’t treated to reduce 
corrosion. As a result, lead 
leached from old pipes and 
fi xtures.

Gov. Rick Snyder fi nally 
acknowledged the disaster 
in fall 2015 after elevated 
lead levels were found in 
children. Water quality has 
improved since Flint re-
turned to the Detroit re-
gional system, but residents 
still are advised to use fi lters.

The agreement fi led 
Monday was the result of 
negotiations involving a 
court-appointed media-
tor. In November, Lawson 
ordered the state to deliver 
bottled water to residents 
who have trouble with fi l-
ters, although the state said 
that remedy would be ex-
tremely diffi cult to meet.

Residents who get new 
water lines will be urged to 
continue using a fi lter for 
six months. There will be 
no cost for replacement car-
tridges or household testing 
kits.

There will be tests for 
lead in the Flint system ev-
ery six months until one 
year after the replacement 
of water lines. An indepen-
dent monitor also will check 
household water samples 
for lead, and the results will 
be posted online.

The agreement also in-
cludes ways for the state to 
begin closing the nine Flint 
water distribution sites, 
starting May 1, depending 
on demand. They all could 
be closed after Sept. 1, de-
pending on tap water qual-
ity.

By ED WHITE
Associated Press

State, Flint reach 
agreement to 
replace water lines

COLOMA — There 
are no big projects being 
planned in Coloma for the 
next budget year, Mayor 
James Polashak said at 
Monday night’s city com-
mission meeting.

The commission ap-
proved the 2017-18 budget, 
projecting overall expenses 
of  about  $1.5 million and 
revenue of  $1.7 million 
(when combining the gen-
eral fund, major street 
fund, local street fund and 
water/sewer funds). 

Last year expenses were 
budgeted at about $2.5 

million and revenue was 
budgeted at about $2.2 
million, with the St. joseph 
Street project  running up 
costs, the mayor explained.

The street project should 
be completed by the end of 
May, Commissioner Mar-
sha Hammond reported 
during  the meeting, add-
ing that she is very encour-
aged by the progress being 
made. 

In other business, two 
concerned citizens told 
commissioners that the 
sidewalks on Harriet Street 
need to be fi xed. 

Frank Ambler said  the 
sidewalks are in bad shape 
and should be examined. 

He  lives on Harriet Street 
and owns several prop-
erties there. Fred Reeves 
also lives on the street and 
agrees, saying  someone is 
going to trip and end up 
suing the city. 

Ambler suggested  pull-
ing up the sidewalk and 
making the area grass be-
cause there is no curb on 
the street. 

The city’s policy on side-
walks is to split the cost 
of  repair 60/40  with the 
homeowner, Hammond 
said. She  said she would 
have the sidewalks looked 
at and explore options. 

Contact: anewman@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter: @HPANewman
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Coloma OKs reduced budget for 2017-18

Tours are offered this week at the Boys & Girls Clubs of Benton 
Harbor as part of National Boys & Girls Club Week.

See CLUB, page A4


