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in late January.
Niles (4-16) plays Portage 

Central (9-10) in the other 
Monday  game, with Ka-
lamazoo Central awaiting 
the winner.

St. Joseph has an expe-
rienced team, led by se-
nior Shelby Madison and 
juniors Katie Algyre and 
Anna Fischer, all three-year 
varsity players. The Bears 
defeated rival Lakeshore 
twice to win the South-
western Michigan Athletic 
Conference West Division 
championship.

“We’ve done some things 
that haven’t been done in a 
while, like win the division,” 
Brohman said. “I’m excited 
to move into the next chap-
ter. 

“We should go into dis-
tricts with a lot of confi-
dence. We won’t be over-
confident, but we’ll play 
with the momentum we’ve 
gained the last couple 
weeks.”

Class B at Berrien Springs
Lakeshore (15-5) estab-

lished itself as a clear favor-
ite with a recent 55-32 victo-
ry over Buchanan (15-3), the 
only other team in the dis-
trict with a winning record.

“I think we’re playing as 
well as we have all year, if  
you look at these last four 
or five games,” Lakeshore 
coach Michael Clark said. 
“I’m very confident in how 
we’re playing.”

Health could be the 
Lancers’ biggest obstacle. 
Lakeshore already lost se-
nior starter El Tyler for the 
season with a knee injury, 
and had a scare in Friday’s 
regular-season finale when 
standout point guard Sarah 
Dubbert left the game af-
ter getting hit in the head.

“We’re trying to keep 
everybody healthy,” Clark 
said. “I’m sure everybody’s 
trying to do that. You try 
to get in to the postseason 
with as much health as pos-
sible. Obviously we’ve al-
ready lost El, and then I’ve 
got a few people banged 
up, and you get the sickness 
coming around.”

Dubbert and senior post 
player Taylor Wagner have 
led the Lancers this season.

Lakeshore opens against 
host Berrien Springs (7-11) 
on Monday, with the win-
ner to face Benton Harbor 
(1-17) on Wednesday.

Benton Harbor coach 
Lisa Harvey is expecting to 
play Lakeshore.

“We’re going to go out 
and compete,”  Harvey 
said. “We’re the underdogs 
and they’re the favorites, 
and therefore we don’t have 
anything to lose but our 
cool. I don’t think that we’re 
going to do that. We’re go-
ing to go out and play with 
honorable intentions, and 
the valor and integrity it 
means to wear orange and 
black.”

Buchanan drew a bye 
and will face the winner 
of Monday’s matchup be-
tween South Haven (4-16) 
and Coloma (9-11).

Buchanan coach Gabe 
Miller said he hopes his 
team will be able to adjust 
if  it plays Lakeshore again.

“It was nice to come up 
here and feel them out, to 
play them and see them 
live,” Miller said after the 
Lakeshore loss. “We didn’t 
execute all the stuff we talk-
ed about. I feel there’s some 
things we’ve definitely got 
to work on.”

Class B at Edwardsburg
Dowagiac (4-16) opens 

with a tough challenge 
against Wolverine Confer-
ence champion Edwards-
burg (18-2) on Wednesday.

Paw Paw (8-12) will play 
Three Rivers (8-12) in 
Monday’s only game, with 
the winner advancing to 
play Vicksburg (9-11).

Class C at Watervliet
Brandywine has won sev-

en district titles in the past 
eight seasons. The Bobcats’ 
15-4 record is actually their 
worst since the 2008-09 sea-
son.

Brandywine’s  top chal-
lenger will be Southwestern 
Athletic Conference Lake-
shore Division champion 
Watervliet (16-4), and the 
two will meet on Monday.

“Right off the bat we are 
facing a juggernaut that’s 
won district the last few 
years,” Watervliet coach Ja-
son Forrester said. “We’ve 
got to be ready. We’ve got 
to get healthy, we have a 
couple girls struggling. 
We’ve got to play loose and 
play our game.”

The Brandywine-Waterv-
liet winner advances to face 
Bridgman (4-16). On the 
other side of the bracket, 
Eau Claire opens against 
New Buffalo (4-15), with 
the winner to meet Cassop-
olis (9-9).

Class C at  
Kalamazoo Christian

Hartford (10-10) opens 
against Bloomingdale (2-
16), with the winner moving 
on to play Bangor (3-15).

The other side of the 
bracket is strong, with Ka-
lamazoo Christian (10-10) 
facing Kalamazoo Hackett 
(15-4) for the right to play 
defending district cham-
pion Gobles (17-3) in the 
semifinals.

Class C at Constantine
Decatur (3-15) opens 

against host Constantine 
(10-10), with the winner to 
face Lawton (8-12).

District favorite Centrev-
ille (19-1), ranked No. 3 in 
Class C, drew a bye and will 
play either White Pigeon (6-
11) or Schoolcraft (14-5).

Class D at  
Lake Michigan Catholic

Michigan Lutheran (18-
2) is ranked No. 6 in Class 
D and has easily defeated 
most of its district oppe-
nents. The Titans have not 
played Lawrence (12-8), 
which won the district last 
season.

“For me, Lawrence is the 
defending champion and 
they remain the defending 
champion until someone 
takes it from them,” Lu-
theran coach Ron Briney 
said. “We’ve got some busi-
ness to take care of, and 
they do. We’ll do our best to 
take it one game at a time.”

Lutheran hosts Country-
side (4-5) on Monday, while 
Lawrence is at Lake Michi-
gan Catholic (8-6), with the 
winners to meet in Wednes-
day’s semifinal.

Grace Christian (2-12) 
opens at Covert (0-9), with 
River Valley (8-10) awaiting 
the winner.

Lutheran is led by stand-
out senior Emily Witkows-
ki, but has also had strong 
production from point 
guard Erika Rosenbaum 
outside and Sarah Jack-
emeyer inside. 

Cali Laughlin and Mack-
enzie Zabel round out the 
starting five.

“Our starting unit has 
been doing great, and our 
bench unit is very solid,” 
Briney said.

Lawrence has its top two 
players back from last sea-
son’s team in point guard 
Kaytlyn Tidey and post 
player Daelyn Jackson-
Peek.

Ron DeKett/HP correspondent 

Watervliet’s Logan Mizwicki eyes the basket as Banbgor’s Epiphany Parker (32) and Jai’onna 
McGee defend during Friday’s game.
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OFF TO COLLEGE
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Bridgman’s Ashley Crowder will play college softball at Alma College. Pictured with her (center) 
are (from left) Bridgman athletic director Ken Schmaltz; her father, Bill Crowder; her mother, Kim 
Crowder; and Bridgman softball coach Erin Weber.
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Lake Michigan College’s Deion Gatson dunks during the first half of a game against Glen Oaks 
on Wednesday. LMC won, 102-78.
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Lakeshore’s Cassie Pallett puts up a shot dur-
ing the first half of Friday’s game. Lakeshore 
won, 54-36.
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Benton Harbor’s Raybreana Thomas drives 
past Cassopolis’ Kyana Buck during the first 
half of Thursday’s game. Cass won, 47-34.
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Lake Michigan College’s Gavin Rasler shoots 
over Glen Oaks’ Gabriel Sturgis during the first 
half of Wednesday’s game.
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Coloma’s Zach Goodline finds it tough going 
as he comes up against Gobles’ Clayton Stap-
ert (52) during Tuesday’s game. Coloma won, 
63-45.
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Coloma’s Morgan Wagner tries for two as Maddy Tiller defends for Gobles during Tuesday’s 
game. Gobles won, 50-24.


