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Ring of Steel members Diane Barbeau, left, and Rebecca Garbor act out a fight Saturday at Fandom Fest at Lake Michigan College 
in Benton Township. Ring of Steel is a theatrical combat stunt troupe from Ann Arbor.

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP — Batman and Cap-
tain America rubbed elbows 
with deadmau5 and a vari-
ety of Star Wars characters 
Saturday at Fandom Fest at 
Lake Michigan College in 
Benton Township.

“I think this is fantastic 
for a free event on a Satur-
day,” said Jason Sabo of St. 
Joseph, who brought his 
two young children. “The 
kids are having a ball. They 
couldn’t wait to dress up in 
their costumes.”

More than 300 people at-
tended the event, said one of 
the organizers, interim Ben-
ton Harbor Library Direc-
tor Kat Boyer. Besides her 
library, the event was spon-
sored by the public libraries 
of St. Joseph, Bridgman, 
Coloma, Lincoln Township, 
South Haven and Three 
Oaks Township.

“It’s going great – better 
than I had ever imagined,” 
she said. “We’ve heard noth-
ing but positive feedback. 
People are already ready to 
mark it on their calendar for 
next year.”

Boyer held a mini-version 
of the event called “Geeky 
Con” last summer at her li-
brary. She said  the other 
library directors jumped 
at the chance to organize a 
larger event. 

This was the fi rst of two 
Fandom Fests. The second 
will be noon-5 p.m. April 15 
at the Cass District Library 
in Cassopolis. Helping Cass 
organize the second event 
are the public libraries of 
Dowagiac, Eau Claire and 
Berrien Springs.

More than 20 organiza-
tions set up booths, includ-

ing the Northern Darkness 
Garrison, the northern In-
diana chapter of the 501st 
Legion, a nonprofi t that 
promotes charity through 

the love of “Star Wars” and 
the passion of costuming, 
said Kayla Martin of South 
Bend, who was dressed as 
Princess Leia.

She said the organization 
is endorsed by Lucasfi lm 
and anyone can join the 
chapter as long as they are 
at least 18 and have a screen-
accurate costume. She said 
they can help build a screen-
accurate costume for inter-
ested people.

More information can be 
found at NDGarrison.com.

Another big draw was a 
demonstration by Ring of 
Steel, an action theater and 
stunt troupe from Ann Ar-
bor. Topps Trade Center 
in Benton Township had a 
booth and a gaming area.

“I love it,” said Julee Lau-
rent of St. Joseph, who had 
a booth promoting a chil-
dren’s book she wrote, “Lola 
and Laslo Into the Woods.” 
“Everyone is welcome to be 
who they are. Everybody is 
supportive of letting each 
other’s freak fl ag fl y.”

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

GEEKS RULE
at inaugural ‘Fandom Fest’

Arthur Mamouzellos, 2, of Benton Harbor, dressed as Pikachu, takes a break on the shoulder of his 
dad, Will Mamouzellos, Saturday during Fandom Fest at Lake Michigan College in Benton Township. 
Helping his dad look over items is Raymond Slavin from Topps Trade Center in Benton Township.

Benton Harbor Library Interim Director Kat Boyer, left, talks with 
Vincent Wilson of Benton Harbor during Saturday’s Fandom Fest 
at Lake Michigan College in Benton Township. Boyer is dressed 
as Victor Frankenstein from “Frankenweenie.” Wilson is dressed 
as Rainbow Dash from “My Little Pony.”

South Haven 
seeks sweet deal 
for sewer plant

SOUTH HAVEN 
—  South Haven  offi cials 
want to land  more food-
processing businesses, but 
the city will need to up-
grade its water treatment 
plant to handle such waste.

To cover the expense, 
the city is seeking a $1.5 
million grant from the 
Michigan Economic De-
velopment Corp. The pro-
posed upgrade is in addi-
tion to construction of a 
larger main lift station at 
the treatment plant. The 
lift station will have more 
capacity to help prevent 
storm sewage from enter-
ing the Black River or 
Lake Michigan.

“The future (economic 
development) of this area 
is likely going to be food 
processors,” City Manager 
Brian Dissette  told the 
City Council before it ap-
proved the grant applica-
tion last week.

In that vein, the  South 
Haven Brewpub opened 
this year in Old Harbor 
Village. Three Blondes 
Brewery is coming to 
Phoenix Road near 71 1/2 
Street. Hanson Logistics 
has proposed building a 
cold storage facility and 
processing plant along 
Second Avenue near the 
city’s Business and Indus-
trial Park.

“The city is in the process 
of working with develop-
ers on several new projects 
in the community, includ-
ing up to two and maybe 
three new microbreweries,” 
Public Works Director Bill 
Hunter said. “The impact 

of these developments and 
particularly the wastewater 
from the proposed brewer-
ies as well as the planned 
cold storage facility have 
raised concerns about the 
capacity of the wastewater 
treatment plant to effec-
tively handle (sugar-based) 
waste from these projects.”

To handle such waste, 
offi cials said, the plant’s 
biological treatment sys-
tem  must be increased. 
The plant has a storage 
capacity of 90 days for the 
wastewater that would be 
generated from food pro-
cessing.

However, the plant needs 
180 days of storage capac-
ity if  more food processing 
businesses locate in South 
Haven. To address the 
problem, the city wants to 
build a new bio-solids stor-
age tank to replace the ex-
isting drying beds.

A second plant improve-
ment the city wants  to 
make involves replacing 
two of the aeration blow-
ers and adding a comput-
erized system to control 
them. Doing so will save 
the city about $30,000 an-
nually, offi cials said.

The total cost for the 
proposed bio-solids stor-
age tank and aeration 
blowers has been pegged at 
$2 million. The city  plans 
to offer a $500,000 match.

“We feel we’ll score bet-
ter on our application if  
we provide a local match,” 
Dissette said.

The local match would 
come from the Depart-
ment of Public Works and 
the Downtown Develop-
ment Authority.

“We are not proposing 
to increase sewer rates,” 
Dissette said.

The city should know 
within six months if  the 
MEDC issues the grant.

By BECKY KARK
For The Herald-Palladium

Improvement 
planned for handling 
food processor waste

Accident victim gets 
special homecoming gift

ST. JOSEPH — The 
wheels of justice took a 
turn for the best with a do-
nation from a St. Joseph 
police offi cer to a young 
man seriously injured  in 
an accident that wrecked 
his only mode of transpor-
tation.

In February, Kevin Tate, 
27, of Benton Harbor was 
riding his bicycle on M-63 
near Momany Drive when 
he apparently misjudged 
the speed of a  pickup 
truck and ran into the side 
of the vehicle. One of the 
responding offi cers at the 
accident scene was St. Jo-
seph Public Safety Sgt. Ja-
son Yonker.

“When I hit the truck 
I thought I was gone, I 
thought I was completely 

dead,” recalled Tate, who 
returned home from reha-
bilitation Monday.

Tate suffered a head 
injury and was taken to 
Lakeland Medical Center, 
where he was in a coma 
for seven days. Of course, 
his bike was badly man-
gled. He was transferred 
to Hope Center in Grand 
Rapids for rehab, where he 
made a surprisingly quick 
recovery.

“For someone with a 
moderate to mild brain 
injury, they were surprised 
that in two weeks I was 
back on my feet and back 
to normal,” Tate said.

He credited his recovery 
to the prayers and support 
of his mother, Kelly Brad-
shaw, and the parishioners 
of Road to Life Church. 
He also had someone else 
in his corner that he didn’t 
know about.

After he arrived home, 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

SJ officer replaces 
mangled bicycle

Photo provided

Kevin Tate, left, of Benton Harbor receives a bicycle from St. 
Joseph Public Safety Sgt. Jason Yonker on Thursday. Tate was 
seriously injured in an accident in February and his bike, his 
only means of transportation, was badly damaged. Yonker 
decided to give Tate, who returned from rehab this week, a 
bike he hasn’t been using.

Keep schools out of immigration fight, educators told

Law enforcement agencies 
that try to use schools to 
go after undocumented im-
migrants may be violating 
the civil rights of students 
and possibly parents, say the 
heads of the state education 
and civil rights departments.

They say that Michigan’s 

Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights 
Act, as well as other state 
and federal laws, eclipses 
current immigration efforts 
aimed at deporting illegal 
immigrants.

That was part of a letter 
sent today by Agustin Arbu-
lu, director of the Michigan 
Department of Civil Rights, 
and State Superintendent 
Brian Whiston, who leads 

the Michigan Department 
of Education.

The letter was sent to 
school superintendents, 
principals, charter school 
directors and authorizers, 
non-public schools, state 
education associations, the 
governor’s offi ce and mem-
bers of the State Board of 
Education and Michigan 
Legislature.

The letter comes as the 
Trump administration 
has made immigration en-
forcement and security top 
concerns and led has to 
criticism that the efforts are 
targeting Hispanic and Ar-
ab-American communities.

“We wanted to get ahead 
of this issue of concern, 

By LORI HIGGINS
Detroit Free Press (TNS)
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