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SPORTS
Gonzaga 

advances to 
Final Four
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Ron DeKett / HP correspondent

Lake Michigan College freshman McKinzie Kiggins swings for a hit during the first game of Saturday’s home doubleheader against 
Jackson College.

Ron DeKett / HP correspondent

Lake Michigan College freshman Ali Kyles awaits a pitch during the first game 
of Saturday’s home doubleheader against Jackson College.

Ron DeKett / HP correspondent

Lake Michigan freshman Anna Riggenbach deliv-
ers a pitch during the first game of Saturday’s 
home doubleheader against Jackson College.

Al Goldis / AP

Michigan State green team receiver Trishton Jackson, left, spins away from 
a tackle attempt by the white team’s Josiah Scott during a spring college 
football scrimmage Saturday. The defense won 33-23.

Investigation clouds hang 
over Michigan State football

EAST LANSING — Mark 
Dantonio didn’t put 15 of his 
football players, three of whom 
are suspended due to a sexual as-
sault investigation, in uniform for 
Michigan State’s spring game.

Dantonio chose to provide clar-
ity for only one of those Spartans.

After running back LJ Scott 
told The Associated Press he was 
not suspended or injured during a 
brief interview on the fi eld, Dan-
tonio said Scott was not suited up 
Saturday because he had offsea-
son surgery.

That left at least some people 
wondering which of the 14 oth-
er players are potentially facing 
criminal charges.

Dantonio, though, declined to 
provide any clarity.

“We don’t talk about injuries 
and obviously we’re not any of 
the other suspensions,” he said.

Earlier in the week, Dantonio 
broke his silence on the subject 
in closely guarded comments. He 
was asked about the possibility 
that players who miss the spring 
game might come under suspi-
cion and whether he thought it 
was fair to players who might 
miss it for reasons not related to 
sexual assault allegations.

“You’ll be the person lump-
ing them in,” Dantonio said. “So 
if  you write about it, no, I don’t 
think it’s fair.”

By LARRY LAGE 
AP Sports Writer

Dantonio still mum on 3 
players suspended as part 
of sexual assault probe

LMC softball posts split with Jackson

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— The Lake Michigan Col-
lege softball team split with 
Jackson College on Satur-

day, winning the fi rst game 
8-3 and losing the second 
game 9-0 in fi ve innings.

“In that fi rst game, we 
played really well, really 
sound,” LMC coach John 

Jewell said. “Our pitching 
(Anna Riggenbach) played 
outstanding. In the second 
game, we just didn’t have it 
with our pitcher. We’re still 
fi guring some things out.

“But that fi rst game shows 
us how well we can play.”

Freshman Ali Kyles had 
a two-run home run for the 
Red Hawks (1-3 MCCAA, 
2-6) in the fi rst game.

By HP STAFF

Healthy Lancers 
look toward 
strong season

Lakeshore is hoping for 
a healthier softball season.

The Lancers fi nished 24-
14 last season despite los-
ing two of their best play-
ers, pitcher Taylor Simon 
and shortstop Lindsay Za-
voral, to injury.

“The two kids that were 
hurt last year seem to be 
very healthy,” Lakeshore 
coach Denny Dock said. 
“They’re looking to make 
up for lost time.”

Simon is now a junior 
and Zavoral a senior. Both 
are also key hitters for the 
Lancers.

Also back is senior Ol-
ivia Freehling, who earned 
all-state honors and set a 
school record for home 
runs last season. Dock 
said that she could play 
catcher, fi rst base, or des-
ignated player, but added 
“one thing for sure is she’ll 
be batting fourth that fi rst 
day.”

Junior Becca Spenner 
also returns and could play 
catcher or fi rst base, and 
junior Cassidy Zavoral will 
play third base.

Senior Mahri Younger 
will move from left fi eld to 
center fi eld. Jordan Wer-
mund played second base 
last season, but Dock said 
she may move to right fi eld 
this season.

Also in the mix for play-
ing time are juniors Teah 
Lint and Gabby Rothrock 
in the outfi eld, and fresh-
man Meghan Younger and 
junior Emily Ogata in the 
infi eld.

Simon, sophomore Rea-
gan Remus and freshman 
Laney Mead are the Lanc-
ers’ pitchers.

“We’re deep enough on 
the mound that we’ll be 
able to be pretty competi-
tive during the weekend 
tournaments,” Dock said.

St. Joseph is also look-
ing for a healthier season.

The Bears return 10 
starters from their 24-10 
season, with three sopho-
mores pitching. Katie Bai-
ley will start for St. Joseph 

with Emily Camburn and 
Courtney Farrish as back 
ups. Bailey held a 2.23 
ERA last season.

Kali Prillwitz, Olivia 
Shinrock, Chelsea Glis-
son and Erin Scanlon add 
senior leadership to the in-
fi eld. They also add some 
hitting power.

Glisson held a .379 bat-
ting average last season, 
while Prillwitz had a .343 
with three home runs, 13 
doubles and 31 RBIs.

Shinrock’s average was a 
.505 with 15 home runs, 10 
doubles and six triples.

After falling 4-3 in last 
season’s district fi nals to 
Edwardsburg, Niles is hop-
ing for improvement.

Returning for the Vi-
kings are pitcher Brooke 
Timm and catcher Caitlin 
Daly. Both were named 
fi rst-team all-conference 
last season.

Niles features several 
young players taking over 
key positions. Freshman 
Reese Davies will serve as 
a relief pitcher to Timm. 
Both will also rotate be-
tween outfi eld and infi eld.

Sophomore Taylor Al-
tergott will start as the 
Vikings’ second baseman 
while Hannah Albright 
and Addison Davies play 
third and fi rst base, respec-
tively.

Wolverine Conference
South Haven went 29-11 

last year, and hopes for a 
better postseason run after 
losing to St. Joseph in the 
district fi nals.

The Rams return eight 
starters from last season. 
First-team all-conference, 
all-district pitcher Kay-
ley Kreiger returns to the 
mound, along with short-
stop Hannah Mines.

Frances Lyons, who was 
second-team all-confer-
ence, all-district last sea-
son, returns to third base 
and catcher. Haley Mines 
will split her time between 
second and third bases, 
while Anna Bocok returns 
to fi rst base.

South Haven has three 
freshmen on the varsity 
roster. 

By HP STAFF

High school softball 
gets underway

Carlos Osorio / AP

Georgia Tech forward Zaire O’Neil, left, and Michigan guard 
Katelynn Flaherty chase the loose ball during the first half of the 
WNIT Championship game Saturday.

U-M beats Georgia Tech in 3OT for WNIT title
DETROIT (AP) — Katelynn Fla-

herty hit four 3-pointers and scored 
27 points, Hallie Thome added 25 
points, and Michigan outlasted Geor-
gia Tech 89-79 in three overtimes 

on Saturday for the 
WNIT championship.

Michigan (28-9) 
is the 20th different 
champion in the 20-
year history of the 
tournament.

Siera Thompson added 13 points 
with eight assists for Michigan, which 
outscored Georgia Tech 13-3 in the 
third overtime. Flaherty became the 
second player in program history to 

reach 2,000 points.
Benton Harbor graduate and 

Michigan player Kysre Gondrezick 
missed her third straight game after 
taking an indefi nite leave of absence 
from the team.

School offi cials have declined fur-
ther comment on Gondrezick’s ab-
sence from the team. She last played 
in Michigan’s WNIT second-round 
victory over Wright State on March 
18.

Zaire O’Neil scored 21 points and 
grabbed nine rebounds for Georgia 
Tech (22-15) but she fouled out with 
3:36 left in regulation. Elo Edeferioka 
added 11 points and 17 rebounds.

Michigan was down 67-61 late in 
regulation but Flaherty hit two deep 
3-pointers — the last to tie it at 67-all 
with 10.2 to go. 

Edeferioka was fouled on a free-
throw line jumper with 0.6 seconds 
left but the 71.4 percent free-throw 
shooter missed both.

In the fi rst overtime, Georgia Tech’s 
Cha’Ron Sweeney knotted it at 70 
with 1:04 to go on a 3-pointer in tran-
sition and she blocked a shot at the 
buzzer. Georgia Tech’s Francesca Pan 
forced the third overtime with a steal 
and fast-break layup to tie it at 76.

It was the fi rst WNIT champion-
ship game to go to overtime.

Michigan

89
Georgia Tech

79

See SOFTBALL, page C6

See SPARTANS, page C6


