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LANSING — Eight 
years into Michigan’s eco-
nomic recovery, the fiscal 
outlook is still unnerving 
for municipalities seen as 
ill-equipped to withstand 
the next recession.

Despite continued job 
growth and record auto 
sales, the state’s per-capita 
personal income lags the 
national average after a 
long-lasting downturn. 
Taxable values of property 
– which largely determine 
revenue for local govern-
ments – are below peak lev-

els in 85 percent of munici-
palities, according to the 
nonpartisan Citizens Re-
search Council. And their 
other major revenue source, 
state aid, is down 20 percent 
from 15 years ago.

“It’s really a story of fis-
cal stress,” Jeff Guilfoyle, a 
vice president of Lansing-

based Public Sector Con-
sultants, said this past week 
at a “fiscal stability” summit 
hosted by Business Lead-
ers for Michigan, a group 
of executives at the state’s 
largest companies and uni-
versities. “That fiscal stress 
is worse in cities than it is in 
townships and it’s worse in 

southeast Michigan than it 
is in the rest of the state.”

Bigger, old cities especial-
ly have been thumped with 
a combination of state rev-
enue-sharing cuts, substan-
tial property tax declines 
and heavy unfunded retiree 
pension and health care ob-
ligations, Guilfoyle said.

“It’s only a matter of time 
before the next recession, 
and we really haven’t seen 
a significant improvement 
in the fiscal health of these 
cities,” he said.

Concerned business ex-
ecutives, while optimistic 

By DAVID EGGERT 
Associated Press

Municipalities’ fiscal outlook is gloomy despite economy

BENTON HARBOR 
— The almost four-year 
battle between Benton Har-
bor’s former public safety 
d i r e c t o r , 
Roger Lange, 
and the city 
came to an 
end Friday 
a f t e r n o o n , 
with the city 
agreeing to 
pay Lange 
$400,000.

“We’re glad we resolved 
this, and we’re ready to 
move forward,” City Man-
ager Darwin Watson said 
when reached by phone 
Saturday.

He said the city’s in-
surance carrier will pay 
$250,000, with $150,000 
coming out of the city’s 
general fund. Also named 
in the lawsuit was former 
Emergency Manager Tony 
Saunders II, who placed 
Lange on paid adminis-
trative leave July 19, 2013. 
Lange’s lawsuit was filed 
Oct. 7, 2013, after the city 
stopped paying his salary.

“This figure settles all 
claims that Roger Lange 
has against the defendants 
as a result of his removal 
from the position of di-
rector of public safety in 
2013,” Lange’s lawyer, John 
Burhans of St. Joseph, stat-

ed in a press release.
When contacted by 

phone, Burhans said Lange 
is looking forward to con-
tinuing his private business, 
Lange Investigations and 
Consulting Service.

City commissioners ap-
proved the settlement, 
with modifications made 
to paragraph six, after a 
closed session Monday. 
They declined to say what 
paragraph six was about.

The city’s attorney, Rob-
ert Callahan of Kalama-
zoo, stated in an email that 
paragraph six states that 
Lange can’t be employed 
with the city. He said the 
modification states  that 
in addition the city can’t 
hire  Lange’s private busi-
ness.

Voting Monday for the 
settlement, with the modi-
fication, were Commis-
sioners Sharon Henderson, 
Edward Isom, MaryAlice 
Adams and Juanita Henry. 
Mayor Marcus Muham-
mad abstained.

“I abstain due to the fact 
that this was an action of 
the emergency manager, 
Tony Saunders,” Muham-
mad said. Muhammad has 
long argued the city should 
not be liable for decisions 
made by state-appoint-
ed emergency managers.

Commissioners Ruthie 
Haralson and C.F. Jones 
were absent. Commission-
ers Duane Seats and Ron 
Singleton were present dur-
ing the regular meeting, but 
did not return to vote after 
Monday’s closed session. 
When contacted by phone, 

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Benton Harbor 
agrees to pay  
former public safety 
director $400,000

Lange’s 
lawsuit 
concludes
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Mike Strudas, owner of Nine to Five Computers in Stevensville, discusses the measure Congress recently passed concerning 
internet privacy in his business Friday.

BERRIEN SPRINGS — 
Two people died Saturday 
when a car collided with 
a motorcycle in Oronoko 
Township, Berrien Springs-
Oronoko Township police 
reported.

Chief Paul Toliver said 
Saturday night officers are 
trying to confirm identifica-
tions for the dead and then 
contacting their relatives. 

They are believed to be from 
northern Indiana, he said.

They were on a motorcy-
cle struck by a car at about 
5:37 p.m. at the intersection 
of Garr and East Shawnee 
Roads. The car was driven 
by a Buchanan resident, 
Tolliver said.

Accident reconstruction-
ists from the Berrien County 
Sheriff’s Department are 
aiding BSOT police in the 
investigation.

By HP STAFF

Two die in crash

LANGE
When you’re facing a 

digital world that’s getting 
more efficient at learn-
ing your life’s most inti-
mate details, 
it makes 
sense to 
try to  draw 
s o m e 
boundaries.

L a k e 
M i c h i g a n 
C o l l e g e ’ s 
chief  infor-
mation officer, Randall 
Melton, and his wife fol-
lowed that logic when 
they left Facebook, one 
of  the world’s most popu-
lar social media outlets.

“Everybody that we al-
most connected to in the 
past showed up, and we 
didn’t want that. That 
was too much informa-
tion. It was a boundary: 
‘We have a new life now,’” 
he said.

But those boundaries 
appeared to blur consid-
erably last month after 
Congress blocked rules 
designed to stop  internet 
service providers from 
selling or tracking con-
sumers’ online activity 
without their permission.

The Federal Commu-
nications Commission 
proposed the rules in Oc-
tober 2016, as President 
Obama’s administration 
was winding down.

The measure passed the 
U.S. House of  Represen-
tatives and U.S. Senate by 
votes of  215-205, and 50-
48, respectively. President 
Trump signed it into law 
on April 3.

In the House, Fred Up-
ton, R-St. Joseph, voted 
to block the rules from 
taking effect, while Dem-
ocratic Senators Gary 
Peters and Debbie Stabe-
now voted to leave them 
intact.

Deepening the ISP grasp?
The vote drew sharp 

criticism from advocacy 
groups like the Elec-
tronic Frontier Founda-
tion, which blasted it as 
“a crushing loss for on-
line privacy” in its official 
statement.

“They (ISPs) shouldn’t 
be able to profit off  of  the 
information about what 
you search for, read about, 
purchase, and more with-
out your consent,” the 
EFF stated.

The outcry, in Melton’s 
eyes, reflects a debate over 
how to best protect pri-
vacy – one that’s far from 
settled.

“When they start releas-
ing your name, and differ-
ent things like that, that’s 
when it gets a little squir-
relly,” he said.

Mike Strudas, owner 
of  Nine to Five Comput-
ing in Stevensville,  said 
the legislation will only 
deepen the power that 
companies like Google en-
joy now – in which “you’re 
targeted with the same 
ads, for the same things 
you’re searching for,” he 
said.

Strudas would like some 
limits on that power.

“They’ve (Google) got 
to make money, too,” 
Strudas said. “I totally 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

The battle between privacy and commerce

Greed in the wires

Alex Ott, who runs FixIT Computing in Bridgman, works on a 
laptop Friday.

Online privacy advo-
cates were aghast when 
Congress in late March 
canceled  regulations bar-
ring internet service pro-
viders from trading in per-
sonal browsing histories.

But the move by Con-
gress has its supporters, 
who argue the practical ef-
fect on internet users will 
be nill.

The Federal Communi-
cations Commission last 
year adopted rules bar-
ring ISPs from selling such 
histories without users’ 
permission. The FCC in 
2015 gained such author-
ity in its efforts to enforce 
net neutrality, the idea that 
ISPs shouldn’t play favor-
ites with  internet commu-
nications.

Until then, the Federal 
Trade Commission regu-
lated internet privacy.

FCC Chairman Ajit 
Pai and acting FTC chair-
woman Maureen Ohlhau-
sen argued in an April 
4  Washington Post col-

umn that the FTC can do 
a better job of protecting 
privacy than can the FCC.

“Put simply, the Chicken 
Little-like reaction (to the 
congressional vote) doesn’t 
make any sense, particu-
larly when compared with 
the virtual silence when 
the FCC stripped away ex-
isting privacy protections 
in 2015,” the two wrote.

President Donald 
Trump, who appointed 
Pai and Ohlhausen to their 
current positions, signed 
the repeal.

Pai and Ohlhuausen ar-
gue the ISPs have no inter-
est in trading in browsing 
histories.

“That’s simply not how 
online advertising works,” 
they wrote. “And do so 
would violate ISPs’ priva-
cy promises. ... Congess’s 
decision ... didn’t remove 
existing privacy provi-
sions. It simply cleared 
the way for us to work to-
gether to reinstate a ratio-
nal and effective system 
for protecting consumer 
privacy.”

By HP STAFF

Much ado about nothing?
MELTON
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get that. But I don’t pay 
Google anything. I do pay 
my ISP. They shouldn’t 
make additional profits off  
me based on that.”

Alex Ott, owner of  Fix-
IT Computing in Bridg-
man, agrees – citing the 
policy imposed on users 
of  Microsoft’s Edge Web 
browser.

“You search enough of 
the same topic, they keep 
a record, unless you go in, 
and delete the cookies out 
of  the temporary internet 
folder. So they’re already 
doing that,” she said.

Ott said she didn’t recall 
feeling concerned about 
the votes in Congress  un-
til those scenarios began 
crossing her mind.

“The more I thought 
about that, I thought, 
‘Well, that’s a little ridicu-
lous,’” she said.

Getting around the issues
The new legislation 

“takes away some of  the 
responsibility they (ISPs) 
had (to consumers),” 
said  Mike Elsner, lead 
technician for PC Services 
in Stevensville.

Companies could still 
offer an opt-out feature to 
customers trying to pro-
tect their digital privacy, 
but wouldn’t legally have 
to do it.

However, those policies 
aren’t as ironclad as cus-
tomers think, as Elsner 
found out when he provid-
ed information for a bank 
loan.

“Every month, or six 
months, they send a warn-
ing: ‘We won’t use your 
data,’” Elsner said. “But 
that doesn’t apply to com-
panies owned by the bank. 
They share that data and 
send you ads. The next 
day, I got 20 emails. Their 
response was, ‘We’re not 
selling your information, 
we’re just letting our affili-
ates use it.’”

The votes in Congress 
leave large ISPs best po-
sitioned to capitalize on 
users’ data because their 
smaller competitors lack 
the capability, Elsner said.

Big companies maxi-
mize their reach through 
tactics like “ad injection” 
or covertly inserting ads 
into Web pages without a 
site owner’s permission, he 
said.

“The best defense 
against the ads are ad 
blockers. But a lot of  sites 
now say, ‘You can’t use our 
site because we’ve detected 
an ad blocker,’ or, ‘You’re 
going to lose functional-
ity if  you’re going to block 
our ads,’” Elsner said.

Follow the money
Analysts are calling 

Congress’s actions a ma-
jor victory for companies 

like AT&T, Comcast and 
Verizon, which lobbied 
to overturn the proposed 
FCC rules.

That effort involved 
contributions to represen-
tatives and senators vot-
ing to overturn the rules, 
asserts the Verge, an in-
dependent reporting web-
site that published a list 
showing the amounts that 
Republican supporters re-
ceived.

In the House, Energy 
and Commerce Com-
mittee, Chairman Greg 
Walden emerged as the top 
telecommunication dol-
lar recipient ($155,100) 
– followed by Steve Scal-
ise ($121,750), and Upton 
($108,250), the Verge’s list 
states.

On the Senate side, 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell (R-Ky.) led 
the list, with $251,110, 
followed by John Thune 
($215,000), and then, Roy 
Blunt ($185,550).

By contrast, Sen. Todd 
Young, R-Ind., who voted 
to block the rules, ranked 
near the bottom, with 
$28,670.

“Trump needs to use 
that executive pen and put 
term limits in place (for 
congressional representa-
tives). If  it has to come to 
that, it needs to be done, 
because obviously, people 
don’t vote these guys out,” 
Ott said. “I just don’t un-
derstand it.”

Melton agrees the con-
cerns are real, but doesn’t 
think the battle is over.

He sees nothing to stop 
states from acting on their 
own – as Minnesota’s 
state Senate  did recently, 
in passing a bill that bars 
ISPs from selling data 
without a user’s written 
consent.

After reading follow-
up comments from FCC 
Chairman Ajit Pai, “I 
think they’re trying to 
move some of  the (priva-
cy) rules back to the FTC 
(Federal Trade Commis-
sion),” Melton said.

PRIVACY
From page A1

Tony Wittkowski / HP staff

Mike Strudas, owner of Nine to Five Computers in Stevensville, focuses on his work Friday.

So how do consumers 
protect themselves in this 
digital jungle?

The No. 1  rule still ap-
plies, said Randall Melton, 
Lake Michigan College’s 
chief information officer.

“We should ask our-
selves, ‘If this activity were 
made public, how would 
this affect me?’ We have to 
be conscious that the pri-
vate matters we do can be 
publicly known.”

For those reasons, he rec-
ommends encrypting sen-
sitive documents, like tax 
returns – and not posting 
them on sites like Google 
Docs, where anyone can 
retrieve them.

Another option is a vir-
tual private network, or 
VPN, whose popularity 
has grown in recent years, 
said Mike Strudas, owner 
of Nine to Five Comput-
ing in Stevensville.

VPN access fees range 
anywhere from $6 a month, 
to $30 to $60 per year.

“All of your Internet 
traffic – rather than going 
straight to your ISP – is 
encrypted, and then sent to 
a third party, who doesn’t 
collect information, and 
it goes out to their ISP,” 
Strudas said. “You’re part 
of 100,000 people or more, 
who are all going out the 
same pipe.”

On the downside, signing 
with a VPN means “you’re 
subject to the terms and 
conditions, whatever those 
may be,” Strudas said. 
“Generally, they’re hon-
est and open, but nobody 
reads those things.”

Alex Ott, owner of Fix-
IT Computing in Bridg-
man, is skeptical of VPNs 
“because you still have to 
log in with your account,” 
she said.

Aside from being cau-

tious, Ott recommends 
taking smaller steps – such 
as erasing your temporary 
internet folder’s contents 
after a day of searching.

“If you’re going to do 
searches, understand that 
they’re keeping track of it,” 
she said.

Getting savvy about tech
Consumers who don’t 

want to take such radical 
steps can follow other com-
mon sense precautions, 
which also means getting a 
lot savvier on how technol-
ogy affects them, Melton 
said.

“Always make sure your 
routers at home – your 
gateway devices – are se-
cure, that you’re not us-
ing the default password. 
Some routers are known 
to be easily exploitable (to 
data breaches),” he said.

The same rule goes for 
other digital devices, such 
as cameras, that can be ac-
cessed remotely, Melton 
said.

“You need to catalog all 
your devices, and it’s only 
going to get more challeng-
ing, as Whirlpool and oth-
er players start creating Wi 
Fi-connected appliances,” 
he said.

Make sure phones or de-
vices have adequate pass-
words – preferably 12 dig-
its and longer – so “if you 
leave it accidentally, you 
won’t have somebody com-
promising your photos, 
and things of that nature,” 
he said.

The nature of your 
job and type of data you 
handle will help determine 
what precautions to take, 
Melton said.

“You need to ask, ‘Am I 
a target?’ Not everyone is, 
but some people can be-
come a target because of 
what they share on social 
media, so just be aware of 
that,” he said.

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

How to protect yourself

Seats said he was called 
away on an emergency. He 
said Singleton, a former 
Benton Harbor police of-
ficer, didn’t vote because he 
had worked with Lange.

In 2013, Saunders said 
he placed Lange on leave 

because he didn’t have 
firefighter certifications re-
quired of public safety di-
rectors who oversee both 
the police and fire depart-
ments.

In his lawsuit, Lange al-
leged he was placed on 
leave in retaliation for com-
plaining to the state about 
allegedly racially discrimi-
natory remarks Saunders, 

who is black, made against 
two white officers, Robert 
O’Brien and Daniel Unruh, 
who are no longer with the 
department.

O’Brien and Unruh sued 
the city and Saunders in 
2014, also using Burhans as 
their attorney.

During a June trial in fed-
eral court in Grand Rapids, 
a jury awarded O’Brien 

$167,000 and Unruh 
$42,000 for lost wages and 
mental anguish. On Feb. 22, 
U.S. District Court  Judge 
Janet Neff ordered the city 
to pay $152,112 in legal fees 
to Burhans.

Burhans said the Lange 
settlement includes the le-
gal fees.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

LANGE
From page A1

about Michigan’s progress 
since the prolonged reces-
sion, want the Legislature 
to do more. Recommenda-
tions include addressing 
public retiree pension and 
health care benefits that ac-
count for a fifth of budget 
in some cities and creating a 
state commission to detect 
local financial problems 
earlier. Business Leaders 
for Michigan also suggests 
strengthening the certifica-
tion requirements for local 
finance officials, instituting 
education requirements for 
school districts’ chief finan-
cial officers and spending 
state money on training.

Republicans who control 
the Legislature are waiting 
for a task force formed by 
Gov. Rick Snyder to issue 
recommendations on mu-
nicipal retirement changes 
this spring. Senate Major-
ity Leader Arlan Meekhof 
supports putting all newly 

hired public employees into 
401(k) plans to align with 
the private sector, though 
attempts to close the pen-
sion system to new teach-
ers have stalled previously 
and it would be politically 
difficult to curtail the ben-
efits of police and firefight-
ers. Legislators also might 
consider incentivizing cur-
rent workers to voluntarily 
move from a pension to a 
401(k).

Other proposals under 
review include no longer of-
fering health care benefits 
in retirement, or paying 
retirees a fixed stipend or 
contributing extra toward 
employees’ savings plans 
instead of covering their 
premiums.

“When we’re digging a 
hole in terms of debt, we 
got to stop digging,” Meek-
hof said.

Municipal officials say 
while they support design-
ing “modern” health care 
plans, cities’ problems ex-
tend well beyond unfunded 
liabilities and there has 

been little discussion about 
other factors. For instance, 
property taxes drop when 
the economy falters but do 
not recover as much dur-
ing recovery periods due to 
Michigan’s constitutionally 
imposed tax limitations.

“Our system’s just bro-
ken,” said Anthony Min-
ghine, associate director 
and chief operating officer 
of the Michigan Munici-
pal League. Property taxes 
and revenue sharing, which 
generally fund two-thirds 
to three-quarters of a local 
government’s budget, “have 
been horribly constrained 
for over a decade,” he said.

“We’re not equipped to 
deal with another recession. 
... If  we were go to into 
another recession, I think 
we’d see widespread com-
munities failing because of 
our system. We’ve got to 
rethink how we do this so 
that we share in a prosper-
ous economy.”

Continually cutting 
services may balance the 
budget but also make the 

community an unattractive 
place to live, diminishing 
taxable values, Minghine 
said.

The Business Leaders for 
Michigan did not weigh in 
on revenue sharing at its 
summit. But Guilfoyle, a 
former state treasury of-
ficial, said Michigan must 
have robust revenue sharing 
because it has so many local 
governments.

If older core cities with 
more low-income residents 
who are more dependent on 
government aid are forced 
to raise taxes, it encourages 
middle- and higher-income 
people to move elsewhere, 
he said.

While revenue sharing 
from sales taxes is consti-
tutionally required, the 
governor and Legislature 
have discretion over what 
are known as statutory 
revenue-sharing payments. 
That portion was $868 mil-
lion 15 years ago, bottomed 
out at $325 million in Sny-
der’s first year in office and 
is now $466 million.

MUNICIPALITIES
From page A1

LOS ANGELES — Re-
publicans have a lock on 
power in Congress and 
the White House. But far 
across the country in Cali-
fornia, the party of Reagan 
is seeing yet another threat 
to its fraying relevance.

Democrats who control 
every statewide office and 
command the Legislature 
are pushing changes in two 
of the state’s largest coun-
ties that could leave Cali-
fornia even more tightly in 
a Democratic vice.

At issue in Los Angeles 
and San Diego counties is 
who draws the boundaries 
that determine what voters 
are included in what dis-
tricts when electing pow-
erful county supervisors 
– a decision that has broad 
implications on Election 
Day.

The moves are being 
compared to fights over 
political power in Tex-
as and North Carolina, 
where court battles are 
playing out over the le-
gality of election district 
boundaries that critics say 
have been drawn to favor 
Republican candidates.

“Local government is 
the next big partisan bat-
tlefield” in California, said 
Thad Kousser, a political 
science professor at the 
University of California, 
San Diego. “It’s the only 
place where the Democrats 
can still gain seats, and 
it’s really the only place 
the Republican Party is 
focused on rebuilding its 
ranks.”

Democrats say the 
changes would recognize 
diversity and promote 
transparency in the arcane 
process known as redis-
tricting. But Republicans 
fear Democrats are look-
ing to tilt the scales in the 
non-partisan county races, 
which could spread in the 
state that is home to one in 
eight Americans.

A bill in the Legislature 
would change the way dis-
trict boundaries are drawn 
for the Board of Supervi-
sors in San Diego County, 
home to more than 3 mil-
lion people. Republicans 
now control a majority of 
the five seats, though Dem-
ocrats hold a nearly seven-
point registration edge in 
the county.

The bill would scrap a 
panel of retired judges who 
now draw the district lines in 
favor of a commission with 
14 members whose political 
party affiliations would re-
flect registration in the coun-
ty. The change presumably 
would create a panel with a 
Democratic hue.

“It’s basically a power 
grab,” says Alan Clayton, 
a redistricting consul-
tant and Democrat long 

involved in efforts to in-
crease Hispanic voting 
representation.

To the north, Los An-
geles County is suing the 
state to stop a law passed 
in October that would es-
tablish a similar citizens’ 
commission in the nation’s 
most populous county, 
home to 10 million people.

The lawsuit accuses 
the state of usurping lo-
cal control and replacing 
it with an “unfair and ex-
cessively partisan” system 
that would discriminate 
against independent voters 
and violate the California 
constitution.

The lawsuit predicts that 
70 percent of the commis-
sion would be Democrats 
under the law that “will 
ensure, by design, that 
commissioners are pre-
dominantly members of 
the Democratic Party.”

Currently, a committee 
makes recommendations 
on district lines to the 
Board of Supervisors.

Republicans were widely 
successful in 2010 elections 
across the U.S., includ-
ing statehouse races. They 
used that muscle in many 
states to reshape congres-
sional and legislative dis-
tricts and maximize the 
clout of conservative vot-
ers.

It’s been a different story 
in California, where the 
GOP has been in decline 
for years. Nearly three de-
cades have passed since a 
Republican – — George 
H.W. Bush – carried the 
state in a presidential 
election. Hillary Clinton 
trounced President Don-
ald Trump in the state by 
more than 4 million votes.

Democrats have a 3.7 
million edge in voter regis-
trations over the GOP, and 
Republicans could soon 
be eclipsed in registration 
numbers by no party at all 
– independent voters.

San Diego County Su-
pervisor Greg Cox, a Re-
publican, has called the 
plan to eliminate the panel 
of retired judges an at-
tempt to establish “blatant 
political redistricting.”

At a meeting last month, 
he said the retired judges 
“would be the least likely 
to have any political bias 
or represent special politi-
cal interests.”

Democrats say the 
changes in both counties 
would reflect a changing 
California, where Hispan-
ics now outnumber whites.

“If you want the diver-
sity of perspectives neces-
sary to ensure fairness, you 
are more likely to find that 
by drawing from a pool of 
qualified citizens rather 
than judges,” said state 
Assemblywoman Shirley 
Weber, a Democrat who 
introduced the San Diego 
County bill.

By MICHAEL R. BLOOD 
Associated Press

Dems could tighten 
grip on California 
political control

ROME (AP) — Pope 
Francis on Saturday 
comforted the sister of 
an elderly French priest 
who was slain by Islamic 
militants in a church in 
Normandy as the pontiff  
paid tribute with a special 
prayer service to the cour-
age of 20th- and 21st- cen-
tury Christian martyrs.

Francis gripped the 
hands of Roselyne Hamel, 
whose brother, Rev. 
Jacques Hamel, 85, died 
when his throat was slit as 
he celebrated Mass on July 
26, 2016.

He quietly spoke with 
her during the evening ser-
vice in St. Bartholomew 
Basilica on Tiberina Is-
land in Rome. He had just 
heard her tell fellow faith-
ful in the church that her 
brother was killed by “two 
youths radicalized by a 
discourse of hate.”

Francis said the legacy 
of modern-day martyrs 
“teaches us that with the 
strength of love, meekness, 
one can combat arrogance, 

violence, war, and with pa-
tience, achieve peace.”

Next week Francis 
makes a two-trip pilgrim-
age to Egypt, a predomi-
nantly Muslim Arab na-
tion where on April 9, on 
the Christian holy day of 
Palm Sunday, twin sui-
cide bombings of Coptic 
churches killed 44 people.

In Saturday’s service, 
Francis prayed that “per-
secuted Christians are pro-
tected and that peace soon 
comes to the world.”

Departing from his 
prepared homily, Fran-
cis recounted how he was 
touched when last year, 
during a visit to a migrant 
detention facility in Les-
bos, Greece, a Muslim fa-
ther of three told him that 
his Christian wife had her 
throat slit when ‘terrorists 
came ... and asked what 
our religion was.’”

Francis said the widower 
told him his wife was killed 
in front of him when she 
refused to toss away the 
cross she was wearing.
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