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LOCAL & STATE
Road Commission to review manager’s job description

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP — Berrien County 
road  commissioners will 
review job descriptions for 
their next managing direc-
tor, and consider changes 
for the requirements, before 
hiring someone to replace 
the retiring Louis Csokasy.

The offi cial retirement 
date for Csokasy, hired in 
October 2013, is at the end 

of May, but he is using ac-
cumulated vacation time. 
His last day in the offi ce was 
April 7.

Board members have not-
ed that construction projects 
for 2017 are already sched-
uled, and that the depart-
ment should run smoothly 
while they move ahead to 
fi nd a new director.

At Wednesday’s meeting, 
board member Jess Minks 
said he has gathered 20 dif-
ferent job descriptions from 

road commissions around 
the state, and is reviewing 
them to get ideas of what 
their next manager should 
be expected to accomplish. 
Board member Tim Lynch 
said he also has received job 
descriptions, though not as 
many as Minks.

After the meeting, Minks 
said  the administration of 
the Road Commission has 
changed since Csokasy 
came on board, with the 
hiring of a fi nance direc-

tor and a recently hired hu-
man resources director. He 
said a new job description 
could relieve the managing 
director of some of these 
duties and focus more on 
coordinating between de-
partments.

During the meeting, 
Commissioner  Joe Margol 
said he had recently been 
to a conference for  road 
commissioners. One of the 
messages he said he heard is 
that commissioners are not 

supposed to micromanage 
operations, and commis-
sioners should communicate 
through the chain of com-
mand of department heads.

That means discussing 
concerns with their engi-
neer, fi nance director and 
operations and maintenance 
director, Margol said. The 
next manager also should 
realize that the board has 
expectations, which will be 
outlined in a job descrip-
tion, he said.

Board Chairman Au-
gust Zielke said that the 
conference emphasized the 
importance of communica-
tion between commission-
ers and the managing direc-
tor and working together as 
a group.

Zielke said commissioners 
may want to consider hiring 
a consultant to help with the 
search to attract the widest 
pool of applicants.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer
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Protesters gather Friday outside the legislative forum on environmental issues at Lake Michigan College attended by U.S. 
Rep. Fred Upton and state Rep. Kim LaSata and others. Participants expressed their opposition to President Donald Trump’s 
proposed cuts to the Environmental Protection Agency, attempts to repeal the Affordable Care Act and defund Planned 
Parenthood. They also called on Upton to hold town hall meetings, instead of his preferred tele-conferences.

MAKING POINTS Tennessee fire 
tragedy reaches 
Southwest Michigan

A Southwest Michigan 
family is feeling the impact 
of a Tennessee house fi re 
that left fi ve dead.

Jimmy and Carrie Pollack 
and their children, Jimmy 
Dale Pollack Jr., 14; Callie 
Pollack, 3; and Ivy Pollack, 
4, died in the April 6 fi re in 
Buchanan, Tenn. Children 
Lilly, 13, and Rose Pollack, 
8, escaped the blaze.

Carrie was born in Berrien 
Center. Her parents, Frank 
and Carolyn Clark, live in 
Eau Claire. She has broth-
ers in Watervliet and Ber-
rien Springs, and a brother 
and grandmother in Benton 
Harbor.

The fi re was reported be-
fore midnight in Buchanan, 
along the Kentucky state 
line about 100 miles north-
west of Nashville.

Lilly woke up coughing 
in her bed in a smoky room 
and was able to get outside, 
according to The Associated 
Press. Lilly then heard some-
one calling from inside the 
home, so she stepped in, got 
Rose out, and they ran to 
their grandmother’s house 
next door and called 911.

Rose had minor burns to 
the neck, face and arms and 
was taken to the hospital.

The home was already 
two-thirds engulfed when 
fi refi ghters arrived. The vic-
tims were likely already dead, 
and fi refi ghters couldn’t get 
into the house because of 
the raging fi re, AP reported. 
Afterward, offi cials couldn’t 
fi nd any smoke detectors in 
the charred home.

Henry County Sher-
iff Monte Belew said 
state fi re  investigators and 
the  Sheriff’s Department’s 
Criminal Investigation Di-
vision had determined the 
cause of the fi re was almost 
certainly a faulty pipe com-
ing from a wood-burning 
stove in the home.

The Henry County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce had a benefi t 
Thursday for Lilly and Rose, 
who have been staying with 
their grandmother. They 
raised $54,200, most which 
of will go in to a trust for the 
two girls, Belew said.

“It was a great success. 
Everyone came together and 
made donations and cooked, 
and we are very proud of it,” 
he said.

Contact: anewman@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter: @HPANewman

By ALEXANDRA NEWMAN
HP Staff Writer

BH man gets prison time over shooting

CASSOPOLIS — A Ben-
ton Harbor man who shot 
at a Dowagiac apartment 
building after a drug deal 
went bad is going back to 
prison.

Karl Kelvin Ross, 30, of 
North Shore Drive pleaded 
guilty to fi ve felony counts 
and was sentenced Friday 
in Cass Circuit Court to two 
terms of seven to 40 years in 
prison, two terms of six to 
40 years in prison and one 
term of two years. He must 
pay $1,820 in fi nes and costs.

The six- and seven-year 
terms are concurrent, while 
the two-year term for use of 
a weapon in the commission 
of a felony is consecutive 
to the other four. All fi ve 
prison terms are consecutive 
to what Ross will get for vio-
lating his parole from 2007 

drug convic-
tions. He has 
credit for no 
days served 
because he 
was on pa-
role.

The two 
seven-year 
prison terms were for dis-
charging a fi rearm toward a 
building and assault with in-
tent to do great bodily harm 
less than murder, both as a 
habitual offender. The two 
six-year prison terms were 
for carrying a weapon with 
unlawful intent and posses-
sion of a fi rearm by a felon, 
both also as a habitual of-
fender.

The incident occurred 
April 11, 2016, at an apart-
ment building along Ameri-
host Drive. Ross felt he had 
been ripped off in a drug 
deal and came back to shoot 
at the building where the al-

leged dealers lived.
“Volatile, dangerous, po-

tentially deadly, all describe 
the defendant’s  actions,” 
Cass County Prosecutor 
Victor Fitz said. “If he had 
shot a few feet up, down, left 
or right, it could have been 
deadly.

“This is another example 
of our hedonistic society. 
He was mad about some-
thing he was involved with 
and made it much worse. 
The victims have been trau-
matized. ... There has been 
one good thing, the defen-
dant has cooperated with 
law enforcement.”

Defense attorney Robert 
Drake described Ross as a 
“well spoken, soft spoken” 
individual who  gave  in-
sights  into the case. “There 
are always a lot of ‘what ifs’ 
in cases like this,” he said. 
“It was a dangerous situa-
tion, but no one was hurt.”

Ross told the court he 
did not go to the apartment 
building with any intention 
to harm anyone.

“I shot at the building. I 
did not want to hurt any-
body,” he said. “I saw a dark 
apartment building and I 
shot at the building. ... I 
knew someone was in the 
house. I just wanted to scare 
them. I didn’t want to hurt 
anybody.”

Cass Circuit Judge Mark 
Herman said  that while he 
didn’t think Ross intended 
to hurt anyone, his actions 
could have “easily resulted 
in one or more deaths.”

“Unfortunately this is not 
something new for you,” 
he told Ross. “You have an 
extensive record with con-
victions for home invasion, 
drugs and resisting and ob-
structing police. You have 
spent at least half of your 
adult life incarcerated.”

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent
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Three local high schools in 
state quiz bowl championship

EAST LANSING — 
Three Southwest Michi-
gan high schools are among 
the 65 competing this week-
end in the Michigan High 
School Quiz Bowl State 
Championship at Michi-
gan State University in East 
Lansing, organizers report-
ed.

The local schools are St. 
Joseph High School, Berrien 
Springs High School and 
New Buffalo High School.

The tournament is spon-
sored by the MSU Honors 
College and Meijer. Former 
Senate Majority Leader 
Dan DeGrow created the 
tournament as an annual 

event 30 years ago.  State 
Quiz Bowl consists of three 
simultaneously run tourna-
ments: Class A, Class B and 
Class C/D.

The competition is dou-
ble-elimination and is open 
to quiz teams that have won 
either a league champion-
ship or major tournament at 
some point this season. All 
three championship teams 
have the chance to compete 
in other nationwide quiz 
bowl competitions.

Final rounds start at 5 
p.m. today.

More information can 
be found at honorscollege.
msu.edu/quizbowl. Follow 
@MIStateQuizBowl on 
Twitter for live updates.

By HP STAFF

IN BRIEF
D.A.N.K hall 
burglarized in Sodus 

SODUS — Police are 
seeking the public’s help in 
investigating an overnight 
break-in at the D.A.N.K.

Lt. Rick Biggart of  the 
Berrien County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce said someone broke 
into the D.A.N.K. between 
4 p.m. Thursday and 9:38 
a.m. Friday and stole a 
large amount of alcohol 
and electronic equipment.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call the Ber-
rien County Detective Unit 
at 983-7141, Ext. 7224, or 
Crime Stoppers at 800-342-
STOP.

Surgery in pole barn
suspected in Glenn

GLENN — Allegan 
County authorities are look-
ing into allegations liposuc-
tion surgery was preformed 
in a Glenn pole barn.

The county Health De-
partment reported Friday 
that the Allegan County 
Sheriff’s Department alert-

ed the agency  that a local 
physician was performing 
liposuction at  6990 114th 
Ave. The building does not 
have a certifi cate of occu-
pancy and is not approved 
for business, health offi cials 
said in a news release.

The Health Department 
did not release names for 
the doctor  or the practice. 
Liposuction is a procedure 
for removing body fat. 

The police report stated 
a concern that  biohazard 
standards may not have 
been followed. A complaint 
has been fi led with the 
Michigan Department of 
Licensing and Regulatory 
Affairs. 

County Health Offi cer 
Angelique Joynes  said pa-
tients operated on there 
should seek immediate 
medical care if they shows 
signs of infection, such as 
fever, redness and swelling.

Conference to focus on 
eco-friendly projects

DETROIT (AP) — The 
Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality will 
co-host a conference on de-
veloping eco-friendly infra-
structure projects.

Organizers say it will be 
the fi rst conference focused 
on using green infrastruc-
ture across the landscape 
with a primary goal of pro-
tecting surface waters in the 
Great Lakes region. The 
event is scheduled for May 
31 through June 2 at Cobo 
Center in Detroit.

Green infrastructure uses 
natural features such as 
vegetation and wetlands to 
prevent stormwater pollu-
tion as opposed to so-called 
“gray infrastructure” such 
as pipelines and wastewater 
treatment systems.

The conference is intend-
ed for engineers, landscape 
architects, water quality pro-
fessionals, academics, gov-
ernment offi cials and other 
with interest in the topic.

More than 100 cats 
removed from home

ATHENS (AP) — Au-
thorities say they tempo-

rarily evacuated a home in 
southern Michigan after a 
woman was found living 
with more than 100 cats.

The animal control di-
visions of  the Calhoun 
County sheriff ’s depart-
ment and the Battle Creek 
Police Department went 
to the home in Athens on 
Thursday as part of  an in-
vestigation into suspected 
animal cruelty.

The sheriff ’s depart-
ment says the 113 cats 
were found “in various 
conditions of  health and 
sanitation” and they were 
removed from the home. 
Investigators say the 
64-year-old woman living 
with them was coopera-
tive.

County health offi cials 
say the home is habitable, 
but tests found high levels 
of  ammonia and methane 
as well as decreased oxy-
gen levels. 

The home was evacuat-
ed for the night so it could 
be appropriately ventilat-
ed. The woman could face 
charges.

Pennies for Patients to 
support cancer patients

STEVENSVILLE — 
Area residents are being 
asked to start saving their 
pennies for the 28th annual 
Pennies for Patients Day Cel-
ebration. 

The Berrien County Can-
cer Service Inc. (BCCS) will 
host the event from 6 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Thursday, May 11, at 
its headquarters,  7301 Red 
Arrow Highway, Stevens-
ville.

The Niles Masonic Tem-
ple will open  its lobby area 
for BCCS to host a collection 
reception noon-2 p.m., the 
same day at 227½ E. Main 
St., Niles. 

All of the funds raised stay 
local to provide skilled oncol-
ogy nursing care at no cost 
for people of Berrien County 

who have a cancer diagnosis. 
BCCS has a large medical 
and comfort/nutritional sup-
port closet and high-quality 
wigs, prostheses and other 
items for patients with cancer 
at no cost. 

BCCS is funded by United 
Way of Southwest Michi-
gan, donations, memorials 
and fundraisers Pennies for 
Patients. Last year, $22,017 
was collected. Over 28 years 
of collection, the agency has 
raised about  $464,085. The 
goal this year is to hit the 
$28,000 mark.

Refreshments will be 
served all day at the Stevens-
ville offi ce and Niles dropoff 
location. Agency tours will 
be available throughout the 
day.

For more information con-
tact the agency at 429-3281.

By HP STAFF


