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ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT
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After receiving a liver transplant, Madi Whitlow is continuing 
her softball career at Lake Michigan College.

Madi Whitlow:
Liver transplant doesn’t stop LMC pitcher

For most 16-year-olds, 
a liver transplant would 
be enough to keep them 
out of the game for a 
while. This was not the 
case for Lake Michigan 
College’s Madi Whitlow.

The now-18-year-
old Red Hawks pitcher 
and  River Valley High 
School graduate received 
a liver transplant in De-
cember of 2014, her ju-
nior year. She was back 
practicing with her team 
by March 2015.

“They told me that I 
would have to take two 
months off school, may-
be three,” said Whitlow. 
“I returned to school in 
early March. Softball 
practice started the very 
next week.”

Whitlow was born with 
Alpha 1 antitrypsin de-
fi ciency, a genetic disor-
der that causes defective 
production of Alpha 1 
antitrypsin, or  A1AT. 
A1AT defi ciency causes 
the A1AT protein to pro-
duce itself  abnormally, 
ultimitely resulting in the 
build-up of the protein in 
the liver. This can have a 
dangerous impact on the 
liver and lungs.

For Whitlow, who was 
diagnosed as a baby, this 
led to cirrhosis of the 
liver at age 14. She was 
placed on the transplant 
list that year and, in 2016, 
was fi nally able to receive 
her transplant.

“Madi is a class kid,” 
said Lake Michigan Col-
lege softball coach John 
Jewell. “She’s a teammate. 
It’s always about the team 
for her. She’s quiet, but 
she always goes out and 
does her job.

“She’s the kind of kid 
that everyone would want 

on their team.”
As an undecided major, 

Whitlow is still unsure of 
her future academically, 
but thinks she one day 
might like to become a 
medical social worker.

“I’m toying with the 
idea,” said Whitlow. “I 
actually had one on my 
liver transplant team, and 
I really like what she did 
for me, so I would like to 
do that for someone else 
one day.”

Have there been any 
major challenges for you 
since your transplant?

I was trying to get back 
in the spring of things. I 
was catching up on two 
months of school, so that 
was really tough on me. I 
worked out a lot and just 
tried to get back in shape 
from my surgery.

Are there big takeaways 
or life lessons that you 
learned as a result of your 
transplant?

Anything is possible if  
you set your mind to it. 
A lot of people told me I 
would not be able to play 
that season, but I didn’t 
want to accept that, so I 
did everything I could to 
catch up in school and get 
back on the mound.

What is your favorite 
part about playing soft-
ball?

I like that the strengths 
and weaknesses kind of 
come together. Everyone 
can be good at a differ-
ent position. Some people 
can be good at bunting 
or slapping. I just like 
that all our differences 
can make us stronger as 
a team.

Is there anything else 
you  like to do outside of 
school and softball?

Right now it’s just 
school and softball. It 
takes up a lot of my time. 
It’s all softball. 

By BEN SPENCER
HP Sports Writer

The Herald-Palladium’s Athlete Spotlight appears weekly on Monday in The 
HP Sports section during the school year. Athletes are chosen by HP staff 
members. Suggestions for Athlete Spotlight are welcome. Email suggestions 
to sports@TheHP.com. Athletes are limited to one selection per school year.
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Tigers’ Ian Kinsler, right, forces out Indians’ Austin Jackson, left, 
at second base and throws out Yan Gomes at first base to com-
plete the double play during the game, Sunday.

Boyd, Avila lead Tigers past Indians

CLEVELAND — Fran-
cisco Rodriguez thought 
the Detroit Tigers proved a 
point to their biggest rival.

Matthew Boyd allowed 
one run in six innings, Alex 
Avila hit a two-run homer 

and Detroit 
d e f e a t e d 
the Cleve-
land Indi-
ans 4-1 on 
Sunday to 
take two of 

three from the AL champi-
ons.

Cleveland went 14-4 
against Detroit last year as 
it won the AL Central.

“It was great,” said Rodri-
guez, who pitched the ninth 
for his fi fth save. “We don’t 
have to dig too much to 
remember what happened 
last year. These three games 

were totally different.”
The Indians have lost sev-

en of nine after an opening 
three-game sweep of Texas.

“We still have a long way 
to go and we have a lot of 
games to play,” shortstop 
Francisco Lindor said. 
“Yeah, we don’t want to get 
too far behind, but we have 
the right group of guys to 
be successful.”

Boyd (2-1) won his sec-
ond straight start, and 
Alex Wilson, Justin Wilson 
and Rodriguez combined 
with one-hit relief to fi n-
ish the seven-hitter. Rodri-
guez worked around Jose 
Ramirez’s one-out double.

Carlos Carrasco (1-1) 
made his fi rst appearance 
against Detroit since his 
right hand was broken by 
Ian Kinsler’s line drive in 
September. Carrasco gave 
up two runs, four hits and 
fi ve walks in 6 2/3 innings. 

He struck out fi ve, including 
Justin Upton three times.

Avila hit a two-run homer 
in the second, and Ramirez 
cut the gap in half with a 
sacrifi ce fl y in the sixth. 
Ramirez had a career-high 
six RBIs Saturday.

Miguel Cabrera added an 
RBI single in the eighth be-
fore leaving with lower back 
tightness, and Zach McAl-
lister threw a wild pitch that 
allowed JaCoby Jones to 
score from third.

Cleveland’s Edwin En-
carnacion, signed to a $60 
million, three-year contract 
in January, was 1 for 4 with 
two strikeouts and is batting 
.205 (9 for 44). Cleveland 
went 2-4 on its fi rst homes-
tand before starting a seven-
game trip.

Alex Wilson remained in 
the game after taking Yan-
dy Diaz’s ground ball off  
the left side of his face in 

the seventh. The one-hop-
per glanced off Wilson’s left 
wrist and struck him near 
an eye. He retrieved the ball 
and threw Diaz out at fi rst 
before going down on one 
knee. Wilson was examined 
by a team trainer and struck 
out the next two hitters.

“It caught me on my left 
eyebrow and eyelid,” Wil-
son said. “I stayed in but 
really couldn’t see because 
it was watering so much. 
I’m actually proud of my-
self just getting it to home 
plate.”

PACE OF PLAY
The top of the seventh 

featured cideo reviews on 
consecutive pitches. Plate 
umpire Dana DeMuth 
ruled Jose Iglesias was hit 
on the left shoulder by a 
pitch, moving Andrew Ro-
mine to second. The 

By STEVE HERRICK 
Associated Press

Detroit

4
Cleveland

1

See TIGERS, page B2

Scoreless Blackhawks remain confident

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — 
The Chicago Blackhawks 
know one thing with an 
absolute certainty: They 
must play better.

Scoring their fi rst goal 
against Pekka Rinne this 
postseason would be a 
good start.

Instead, the Western 
Conference’s top seed 
trails the Nashville Preda-
tors 0-2 and looks noth-
ing like the team favored 
to reach the Stanley Cup 
Final.

“I think we all thought 
the series would be in a 
different place right now,” 
Chicago forward Patrick 
Kane said.

The Predators are the 
fi fth team in NHL his-
tory to start a postseason 
with back-to-back road 
shutouts, the fi rst since To-
ronto in 2001, according to 
Elias Sports.

Nashville also is just the 
third in league history to 
post consecutive playoff 
shutouts in Chicago, join-
ing the 1960 Canadiens 
and 2002 Blues.

St. Louis took that series 

4-1.
“It’s a tough hole to be 

in right now,” Kane said. 
“We can learn from these 
games, make the necessary 
adjustments. We’ve been a 
good road team all year, so 
hopefully that comes into 
play here. I don’t think we 
need to lose confi dence 
or swagger or anything 
like that. Bring that next 
game.”

Washington lost home-
ice advantage on Kasperi 
Kapanen’s double over-
time winner in Game 2 , 
but coach Barry Trotz and 
his players aren’t in panic 

mode. At least not yet.
Trotz is considering 

some lineup adjustments 
going into Game 3 Mon-
day night. Washington is 
not in a hole like Chicago, 
but it’s not all rosy for the 
Presidents’ Trophy win-
ners.

“We’ve responded all 
year to any adversity we’ve 
had this year,” Trotz said 
on a conference call Sun-
day. “We’ll get things cor-
rected, we’ll be better. It’s 
more of  a marathon than 
a sprint and there’s no easy 
games in the playoffs and 
there will be adjustments.”

By TERESA M. WALKER 
AP Sports Writer

Bulls top Celtics; Thomas 
plays after sister’s death

BOSTON — Jimmy 
Butler had 30 points and 
nine rebounds and the 
Chicago Bulls outlasted 
Boston 106-102 in Game 1 
on Sunday on an emotion-
al night for grieving Celtics 
star Isaiah Thomas.

P l a y i n g 
a day after 
22-year-old 
sister Chy-
na Thomas 
was killed 
in a car ac-

cident in their home state 
of  Washington, Thomas 
led the top-seeded Celtics 
with 33 points.

Butler scored 23 points 
in the second half. Bobby 
Portis fi nished with 19 for 
the Bulls.

Al Horford had 19 
points, eight assists and 
seven rebounds for Bos-
ton.

Game 2 in the fi rst-
round series is Tuesday 
night in Boston.

Neither team had more 
than a two-possession lead 
until Butler made three 
free throws with 4 min-
utes to play make it 95-88. 
Butler scored 10 straight 
points to put the Bulls 
back in front early in the 
fourth, the fi rst of  three 
lead changes in the fourth 
quarter.

Later, Thomas had a 
scary moment when he 
was hit on his left hand on 
a 3-point attempt before 
landing awkwardly on it. 
After a quick visit to the 
trainer, he calmly made all 
three free throws.

It was part of  a stretch 
in which he scored seven 
straight points.

Celtics fans rallied be-
hind Thomas, showering 
him with a deafening cheer 
when he was introduced.

Still, Thomas appeared 
to be a little emotional 
at the start of  the game, 
badly missing his fi rst free 
throw short off  the front 
rim. He wasn’t the only 
Boston player a little off  
their game in the fi rst half.

Boston’s second unit 

started the second quar-
ter 1 for 7 from the fi eld 
and was outscored 10-0 to 
surrender the Celtics’ fi rst-
quarter lead.

The Bulls had their mo-
ments of  fallibility as well.

Late in the second quar-
ter Wade intercepted an er-

rant pass by Thomas, but 
got hung on the front of 
the rim as he attempted a 
dunk on the fast break.

TIP-INS
Bulls: Outrebounded the 

Celtics 32-16 in the fi rst 
half, including 16 offensive 
rebounds.

By KYLE HIGHTOWER 
AP Sports Writer

Michael Dwyer / AP

Boston Celtics’ Jae Crowder (99) shoots in front of Chicago Bulls’ Bobby Portis (5) during the 
first-round NBA playoff game on Sunday.

Chicago

106
Boston

102


