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Reconstruction of Wallace Avenue, near the high school in St. Joseph, is scheduled for next year. The city will get $460,000 in 
federal funding for the $1.3 million project. 

St. Joseph secures federal 
funds for Wallace Ave. project

ST. JOSEPH — The city of St. 
Joseph expects to receive federal 
funding next year for the recon-
struction of Wallace Avenue, near 
the high school, and the replace-
ment of sanitary and storm sewer 
lines and water mains.

Commissioners don’t want to see 
that money go down the drain, as 
it did on a previous occasion, and 
on Monday passed a resolution of 
support to keep the federal dollars 
fl owing.

A memo from City Engineer Tim 
Zebell explained that St. Joseph is 
approved for $460,000 in Transpor-
tation Improvement Project (TIP) 

funding for the project with an es-
timated total cost of $1.3 million. 
The city’s matching funds would be 
$875,000.

Zebell  said that several years 
ago a consulting fi rm failed to ob-
tain an obligation of funds before 
the TIP funding ran out, resulting 
in the loss of federal money. As a 
result of that oversight, The Twin 
Cities Area Transportation Study 
adopted a policy requiring local 
units of government to adopt reso-
lutions of support for projects slat-
ed to receive federal funding.

St. Joseph plans to do the work 
on Wallace Avenue, the main 
street  to the high school, between 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Lakeland Health ranked in top 15 health systems

ST. JOSEPH — Lake-
land Health has been 
named one of the nation’s 
15 Top U.S. health systems, 
for being among the insti-
tutions that have reduced 
wait times in their emer-
gency rooms, shortened 
hospital stays and reduced 
the number of deaths and 
complications for patients.

It is joined on the list by 
such famous hospitals as 
the Mayo System in Roch-
ester, Minn.

Lakeland was selected by 
Truven Health Analytics, 
part of the IBM Watson 
Health business. Truven 
Health Analytics is a lead-
ing provider of information 
and solutions to improve 
the cost and quality of 
healthcare.

“Being recognized as 
one of the 15 top health 
systems in the nation is 
a direct refl ection of the 
work our team members 
are doing each and every 
day to provide high quality, 
compassionate care to our 
friends and neighbors in 
Southwest Michigan,” said 

Dr. Loren B. Hamel, presi-
dent and CEO of Lakeland 
Health.

Lakeland Health was rec-
ognized as a Truven Health 
Analytics 100 Top Hospital 
in 2014.

Spectrum Health of 
Grand Rapids was the only 

other Michigan health sys-
tem on the list, under the 
category of large systems. 
Lakeland was listed under 
small systems with less than 
$750 million in operating 
expenses.

This year’s 15 Top Health 
Systems study evaluated 

337 systems and 2,924 
member hospitals to iden-
tify the 15 U.S. health 
systems with the highest 
overall achievement. The 
scorecard focuses on fi ve 
performance domains: 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer
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Emergency Department nurse Alison Sample checks a trauma room at Lakeland Medical Center 
in St. Joseph in 2015.  Lakeland Health has been ranked in the top 15 health systems in the 
country for such achievements as reducing time spent in the emergency department, shorten-
ing hospital stays and reducing deaths and complications for patients.

Manufacturer plans 
Stevensville, Eau 
Claire expansions

STEVENSVILLE — 
Falcon Lakeside Manu-
facturing plans to expand 
in Stevensville and Eau 
Claire by investing nearly 
$1.8 million in 2017.

The proposed expan-
sions would create 27 jobs.

As a result, the com-
pany was awarded a 
$135,000 Michigan Busi-
ness Development Pro-
gram, performance-based 
grant through the Michi-
gan Economic Develop-
ment Corp.

“It feels great to get the 
grant,” said Frank Sant, 
owner of  Falcon Lake-
side. “It shows the level of 
support we have in those 
communities and the val-
ue on the jobs we are cre-
ating.”

Sant said they began 
looking into potential ex-
pansions last year through 
the help of  Cornerstone 
Alliance. Falcon Lake-
side’s current building is 
at 4999 Advance Way in 
Stevensville, which will 
soon get its expansion.

Falcon Lakeside was 
established in 2001 as a 
consolidation of  two com-
panies. It now makes cast 
and machined products 
and serves several mar-
kets, including lightweight 
automotive components.

Sant had been running 
a consulting company and 
was doing a lot of  work 
remotely. He said he re-
alized he needed a brick-
and-mortar location, so 
he bought the assets from 
what was formerly known 
as Lakeside Manufactur-
ing.

Another element to the 

$1.8 million expansion 
comes its second location 
at Eau Claire. Sant said 
the company’s casting 
operation will be run out 
of  Eau Claire. Machining 
and assembly will remain 
in Stevensville.

“I didn’t think we would 
need a second location in 
a short period of  time, 
but we have been thank-
ful for the growth,” he 
said Wednesday. “We’ll 
probably end up needing 
another expansion at the 
Eau Claire location, but 
we want to start small 
there. They (Eau Claire 
and Pipestone Township) 
have been really welcom-
ing and had great commu-
nication with us.”

Sant said the Eau Claire 
property needed to not 
only have a big facility, 
but have a good source of 
power. He said this is nor-
mally hard because the 
larger facilities don’t have 
the right utilities because 
they’re for warehousing 
purposes.

While the MEDC an-
nounced that the Eau 
Claire location was cho-
sen over a competing site 
in Indiana, Sant said there 
were more in consider-
ation.

“We actually looked 
at a bunch of  competing 
sites,” he said. “One was 
in Indiana. But by getting 
this grant, we were able to 
keep it local. We have a 
great work force here.”

Individuals interested 
in working at Falcon 
Lakeside should visit the 
website www.falconlake-
side.com or email info
@falconlakeside.com.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Baggett  named 
top Berrien deputy

ST. JOSEPH — Angela 
Baggett has been named 
Deputy of the Year for 2016 
for the Berrien County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce. She was chosen 
for the honor by her col-
leagues.

In a news 
release an-
n o u n c i n g 
the deputy 
of the year, 
Sheriff Paul 
Bailey stated 
that Baggett’s 
“ c o n s t a n t 
dedication not only to the 
sheriff’s offi ce, but also to the 
people she serves,” earned 
her the award.

Bailey said Baggett 
consistently shows up for 
work early, goes above 
and beyond her regular 
patrol duties and has been 

one of  the lead complaint-
takers within the depart-
ment.

“Deputy Baggett’s work 
ethic doesn’t stop at han-
dling calls for service,” the 
sheriff stated.

He said earlier this year, 
Baggett, along with Deputy 
Jared Phillips, talked a sui-
cidal person off a bridge 
and  comforted, supported 
and helped him. 

Also, she is one of the lead 
instructors for the Rape Ag-
gression Defense (RAD) 
program. The program pro-
vides knowledge, confi dence 
and ability for self-defense 
for women. 

“Deputy Baggett is a great 
example of community po-
licing,” Bailey stated. “The 
way she interacts with the 
public has positively im-
pacted those she has come in 
contact with.”

By HP STAFF

BAGGETT

See FUNDING, page B2

LMC hires construction manager for project
BENTON HARBOR 

—  The top performers in 
any fi eld are easy to pick out, 
which is the argument Lake 
Michigan College offi cials 
cited in hiring the construc-
tion manager for its state 
capital outlay grant project.

Board members unani-
mously hired Miller-Davis 
Co. of Kalamazoo for a 
$903,850 fee.

Miller-Davis edged out 
Skillman Corp. of Kalama-
zoo ($893,850) and Triangle 
Construction ($920,000) 
and Pioneer Construction 
($920,370), both of Grand 
Rapids.

The quotes were extremely 

close, but only Miller-Davis 
had all of the qualities that 
the college desired, said 
Anne Erdman, vice presi-
dent of administrative ser-
vices.

“We wanted them to have 
a track record of building 
for education,” Erdman 
said. “We wanted them to 
have a high record of being 
accurate, in their estima-
tions, and we wanted them 
to have experience in capital 
outlay projects.”

Once it identifi ed its top 
choices, LMC asked the four 
fi rms to submit requests for 
proposals – instead of bids 
– explaining how their quali-
fi cations fi t those goals, Erd-
man said. The goals focus on 
costs.

Only Miller-Davis ad-
vanced to an interview with 
LMC’s management team 
last week.

“They have experience 
with $400 million in capital 
outlay projects, and their pri-
mary clients are education. 
The state also vetted them, 
and said, ‘No issue,’” Erd-
man said.

Miller-Davis demonstrat-
ed a 96 percent accuracy 
record in its RFP quotes, 
which also worked in its fa-
vor, Erdman said.

LMC received $8.5 mil-
lion from the state to pursue 
the project, which required 
the college to match the 
amount.

Key aspects include the 
renovation of 50 classrooms 

and two lecture halls; collab-
orative learning spaces; and 
the creation of a Career and 
Transfer Center and Student 
Success Center.

The board began prepar-
ing for the project last De-
cember, when it hired Stan-
tec of Berkeley, Mich., as the 
architect.

Miller-Davis will work 
closely with Stantec on the 
next phase, the design, now 
that the college has identi-
fi ed its priorities at the Na-
pier campus, Erdman said.

“That’ll be the one (phase) 
people are most familiar 
with, where we’re actually 
drawing the rooms and say-
ing, ‘This is how it fi ts in.’ 
Our goal is to be way ahead 
of this, but we must have it 

done, by state policy, by the 
end of the calendar year,” 
she said.

Erdman said she expects 
that process to go smoothly 
because Miller-Davis and 
Stantec have also worked to-
gether before.

“They’ve had two differ-
ent projects where they’ve 
done really well together, 
in Central Michigan (Uni-
versity), and one at West-
ern Michigan (University). 
They’ll work to keep us on 
budget, and on time,” she 
said.

In other business, the 
board moved forward on its 
proposed Wine Education 
Center by granting an ease-
ment along Empire Avenue 
to Benton Township, which 

will operate and maintain 
the main sewer infrastruc-
ture there.

LMC is running the pro-
gram at a temporary site 
in the Mendel Center, but 
will  eventually move it into 
a new building at the corner 
of Yore and Empire avenues, 
Erdman said.

“The one issue with it is it 
doesn’t have any current util-
ities,” Erdman said. “We got 
a $4 million grant from the 
state to do the design work 
and put all the utilities in. 
We’ve just completed that.”

Kaelin Construction of 
Sodus built  the sewer in-
frastructure work for the 
new center. Once that work 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

See LMC, page B2

See HEALTH, page B2
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Each week, The Herald-Palladium publishes photos and infor-
mation about people from the area who are wanted on out-
standing warrants for various alleged felonies. Listed below are 
the name, last known community of residence and charges for 
each of the suspects. The Berrien County Sheriff’s Department 
and Crime Stoppers are providing the information.

WANTED IN SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN

Virginia Bobo

Virginia Bobo, Benton Har-
bor: Home invasion.

Daviontae Gulledge

Daviontae Leandre 
Gulledge, Benton Har-
bor: Larceny by conversion.

Carl Zinn

Carl Alexander Zinn, St. 
Joseph: Welfare fraud (2 
counts).

Paige Wohlfert

Paige Leigh Wohlfert, 
Niles: Assault on a police offi-
cer (2 counts).

Crime Stoppers will pay $100 for information that leads to the arrest of any of 
these people. Callers don’t need to leave a name but will be assigned a code num-
ber. Call 1-800-342-STOP or 288-STOP. This information comes from Crime Stop-
pers and the Berrien County Sheriff’s Department. All warrants must be reconfirmed 
before an arrest. To comment on the accuracy of this information, call 269-983-
7141, ext. 4711.

Lakeshore Drive and Lakev-
iew Avenue. In addition to 
resurfacing the road, crews 
will replace sanitary and 
storm sewer lines and the 
water main. The new water 
main will be extended down 
Stadium Drive to improve 
fire hydrants flows for St. Jo-
seph High School.

Crews also will repair a sec-
tion of the sanitary sewer line 
on Wallace, between Lakev-
iew and South State Street.

The resolution points out 
that there have been numer-
ous water main breaks along 
Wallace Avenue, and that the 
fire hydrant flows servicing 
the high school do not meet 
current standards.

The project is being in-
cluded in the fiscal 2018 
budget and requests for 
proposals from engineer-
ing firms are being drafted. 
The matching city funds will 
cover engineering, construc-
tion administration, sanitary 
sewer and water main con-
struction and about 20 per-
cent of the cost of the road-

way and storm sewer items.
If the city scores high 

enough on the Drinking 
Water Revolving Fund pri-
ority list, part of its match-
ing funds could be provided 
through a $330,000 low-in-
terest loan.

Knotweed season
In other business, commis-

sioners renewed a contract 
with Native Landscapes of 
Kalamazoo to fight the inva-
sive species Japanese knot-
weed along the city’s ravines 
and other properties, includ-
ing Kiwanis Park.

This is the third year the 
company has been hired to 
tamp down the fast-growing 
plant that can damage un-
derground lines and even 
home foundations if left un-
treated. The cost is $9,998, 
the same amount in the 
previous contract. The com-
pany will offer the same rate 
of $45 an hour to property 
owners along the city ease-
ments who have knotweed in 
their yards.

The upland areas of Ki-
wanis Park will be treated 
in May. The ravines, where 
sewer lines run, will be treat-

ed in September or October, 
depending on weather con-
ditions. City crews have bee 
trained in eliminating knot-
weed and will work on city 
properties where the plan is 
found.

Experts have noted that 
the plant, that can be iden-
tified by its bamboo-like 
stems, is extremely difficult 
to eliminate and treatment 
can take several years be-
fore it is completely gone. A 
study by Native Landscapes 
estimated that it could cost 
as much as $150,000 to com-
plete the job.

Knotweed, which can 
grow from 4 to 12 inches a 
day and reach a height of 
15 feet, has been spotted 
throughout the city’s ravines, 
along Silver Beach, on the 
hillsides along the bluff, and 
in Kiwanis Park.

The plant has broad, 
smooth leaves, white flow-
ers and deep roots. If it is 
cut down, even a small piece 
left behind can take root and 
grow into a new plant that 
will choke out other plants.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 932-
0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

FUNDING
From page B1

Don Campbell / HP staff

Reconstruction of Wallace Avenue will include resurfacing the 
road, replacing sanitary and storm sewers and water mains, 
which will increase fire hydrant flow to the school.

finished, granting the ease-

ment was the next step, she 
added.

However, no construction 
timetable has been firmed 
up “because we’re still wres-

tling with some of the de-
sign work,” Erdman said.

“As a target, we’d certainly 
want to start construction 
next year. This is going to be 

a destination program, and 
with people coming from all 
over the country for it, you 
want to make sure you got it 
(the design) right,” she said.

LMC
From page B1

inpatient outcomes, process 
of care, extended outcomes, 
efficiency, and patient expe-
rience.

Based on the results of 
this year’s study, winning 
health systems were able to 
achieve the following:
• 17.5 percent shorter 

wait times in the emergency 
department.
• 13.4 percent fewer in-

hospital deaths.
• 8.5 percent fewer com-

plications.
• 10.2 percent shorter 

length of hospital stays, re-
leasing patients a half-day 

sooner.
As a result, the winning 

hospitals saved 66,000 
more lives and had 43,000 
fewer complications than 
competing facilities.

Lakeland, among the 15 
winners, had the second-
lowest mean minutes for 
time spent in the emer-
gency department from 
admission to discharge, at 
129 minutes. The industry 
benchmark is 136  minutes 
and the peer group average 
was 165 minutes.

“The study recognizes 
these 15 health systems that 
have proven it is possible to 
drive down expenses while 
improving the quality of 
care,” said Jean Chenoweth, 

senior vice president for 
performance improvement 
and the 100 Top Hospi-
tals program at Truven 
Health Analytics. “More 
importantly, the leaders of 
these health systems are 
demonstrating the power 
of aligning best practices 
across multiple hospitals 

to achieve greater levels of 
efficiency while delivering 
higher overall standards of 
care.”

The winning hospitals 
were announced in the 
April 24 edition of Mod-
ern Healthcare magazine. 
For more information, visit 
www.100tophospitals.com.

IN BRIEF
Legislators to attend 
forum on senior issues

ST. JOSEPH — Se-
niors, caregivers and other 
people interested in senior 
issues are invited to meet 
with state elected officials 
at 1:30 p.m.  Friday, May 
5, the Region IV Area 
Agency on Aging has an-
nounced.

During the 10th annual 
tri-county Older Michi-

ganians Day Legislative 
Forum, advocates will 
urge state legislators to 
adopt strategies to pri-
oritize support for older 
adults.  Invited legislators 
include state Reps. Beth 
Griffin, Kim LaSata, Aar-
on Miller and Dave Pa-
gel and statte  Sens. John 
Proos and Tonya Schuit-
maker.

Legislators in atten-
dance will meet with se-

niors and other advocates 
to discuss the group’s 
legislative platform and 
to answer questions from 
those in attendance.

The forum is free and 
no tickets are required. 
The event is at Region IV 
Area Agency on Aging, 
2900 Lakeview Ave.,  St. 
Joseph. For more infor-
mation contact Christine 
Vanlandingham at 800-
442-2803.

Study: Lake Mich. has 
food for Asian carp

TRAVERSE CITY 
(AP) — A federal study 
says the most feared types 
of  Asian carp would find 
plenty of  food if  they 
reached Lake Michigan.

Scientists with the U.S. 
Geological Survey used 
computer models to esti-
mate the lake’s suitability for 
bighead and silver carp. 

HEALTH
From page B1

Your Destination for Beautiful
Spring & Summer Outfi ts!

318 State Street, Saint Joseph, Michigan
Mon. – Sat.: 10am – 6pm • Sun.: 12 – 5pm

269-408-8347 • Find us on 

friends by design.com

adnum=60832977

Prizes for 
Winner & 

Runner up
in each 

category.

Amateur Photography Contest
Bring your original photos to this year’s

Senior Expo

Wednesday, May 10 at 10am
Lake Michigan College, Grand Upton Hall

Bring photos to The Herald-Palladium booth at the Expo by 1pm. 

Winners will be announced at 2:30pm.

Minimum photo size: 4x6

Maximum photo size: 8x10

- All photos must be submitted in person by the original photographer. 

- Photos become the property of The Herald-Palladium and will not be returned.

- Photos may be reprinted in The Herald-Palladium. 

- Winners will be chosen by Herald-Palladium staff. Decisions of the judges are fi nal.

Enter photos

in the following       

categories:

- Nature

- People

- Animals

2 entries per 
category, per person.

adnum=60837838

stjoetoday.com
St. Joseph
Today
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FLIGHT NIGHT
DRINK & NOSH PAIRING

Wednesdays 5pm—close

Pairing 4 tastes and  
4 delicious small bites 

$15 per person

(269) 983-3882     
BISTROONTHEBOULEVARD.COM

adnum=60845486adnum=60839011

★  A Sturgeon roast AND a Mangelitsa Heritage hog roast

★  Flagship-made sides, local wines and beers plus non-alcoholic beverages

★  Live music from the School of American Music, which will benefit from 
this event

All-inclusive tickets are $65/person. Quantity limited and must be 
purchased in advance at: ediblemichiana.com

Co-Hosts: Primary Sponsors:

Additional Sponsors:

Come and enjoy: 




