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Don Campbell / HP staff

Runners of all ages take part in the 5K Run/Walk during the 38th annual Run for the Buds on Saturday morning in downtown 
St. Joseph. The precedes the Blossomtime Grand Floral Parade. Run results on Page C2.

CHILLY RUN

Gearing up at Hanson

BENTON HARBOR 
— Thanks to a federal edu-
cation grant, the last piece 
of the Hanson Technology 
Center’s equipment puzzle 
is now in place at Lake 
Michigan College.

The programmable logic 
controls equipment that ar-
rived last month at Hanson 
will be used by students 
in LMC’s mechatronics 
courses, said Leslie Kel-
logg, vice president of aca-
demic services.

“The thing that’s cool is 
our faculty and dean part-
nered with Kendall Electric 
and Eagle Technologies to 
design and custom build 
this equipment  ... so that 
it’s not only state-of-the-art 
manufacturing equipment, 
but it allows us to effective-

ly use it as a teaching tool,” 
she said.

Mechatronics is a spe-
cialized fi eld of science that 
combines electronics and 
mechanical engineering.

PLC equipment, on the 
other hand, is used to run 
basic manufacturing pro-
cesses, such as assembly 
lines or robotic devices.

Eagle and Kendall 
worked with Ken Flowers, 
LMC’s dean of career and 
work force education, and 
instructional maintenance 
instructor Kevin Kreitner 
to design and build the 
equipment, Kellogg said.

“Tim Eichler, who’s a 
student in our apprentice-
ship program, actually 
served as the lead machine 
builder on the project. That 
was Tim’s fi rst time serv-
ing as a project leader,” she 
said.

LMC funded the equip-
ment through a $1.2 mil-
lion Trade Adjustment 
Assistance Commu-
nity College and Career 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Ralph Heibutzki / HP correspondant

It looks impenetrable to the uninitiated, but mechatronics stu-
dents at Lake Michigan College will find their around the logic 
control equipment seen here. Staff and students designed and 
installed the gear, supported by a federal grant. 

LMC staff/student 
team design 
key equipment

IN BRIEF
BH schools to hold 
community celebration

BENTON HARBOR 
— Benton Harbor Area 
Schools is holding a com-
munity celebration Thurs-
day to thank residents for 
renewing the district’s sink-
ing fund millage for capital 
improvement projects May 
2.

The event will further cel-
ebrate the district signing 
a Partnership Agreement 
with the state in April, Su-
perintendent Shelly Walker 
said in a press release.

The celebration will be 
4:30-6 p.m. at Benton Har-
bor High School’s library.

“The passing of the sink-
ing fund millage is a posi-
tive sign that our district is 
moving in the right direc-
tion – focused on continual 
growth,” Walker said. “The 
passage of the millage and 
signing of the Partnership 
Agreement further solidi-
fi es our schools will contin-
ue to remain open not just 
for next year, but beyond.”

BH schools hold 
Summer Safety Fair

BENTON HARBOR — 
All Benton Harbor Area 
Schools’ students and fami-
lies are invited to a Summer 
Safety Fair 4:30-7:30 p.m. 
May 25 at Benton Harbor 
High School.

A dinner, catered by the 
school’s CTE students, will 
be served followed by a 
variety of informative ses-
sions for families and fun 
activities for students on 
summer safety.

Watervliet sets 
city-wide garage sale

WATERVLIET — The 
city will hold it’s annual 
city-wide garage sale May 
11-13. No garage sale per-
mits are required.

The next week, May 15-
22, crews will begin picking 
up unwanted items from 
curbs. The city asks people 
to have their items at the 
curb starting Sunday eve-
ning, May 14.

The following items will 
not be picked up: tires, 
paint, oil, chemicals, house-
hold garbage, yard brush, 
leaves and appliances con-
tained Freon. It is asked the 
items be limited to an 8-by-
10 square-foot area.

A garbage container will 
be at the public works ga-
rage 8 a.m.-4 p.m. for larg-
er items. Appliances are 
the only items allowed to 

be placed next to the con-
tainer.

Berrien Dems set health 
care policy forum

The Berrien County 
Democratic Party will 
sponsor a forum on “Im-
proving Health Care and 
Health Insurance”  on Sat-
urday, May 20, at St. Jo-
seph’s public library, 500 
Market St., the party an-
nounced. The event is 10-
11:30 a.m.

Panelists will be: Drs. 
Larry Feldman, Eric Les-
ter and Katherine Kwon 
and  Lakeland Health Sys-
tem administrator  Debra 
Johnson.

The focus will be on iden-
tifying the strengths and 
limitations of the Afford-
able Care Act and the pro-
posed replacement plan; 
how these plans affect over-
all health care, women’s 
health care and hospital 
care; and what steps can 
be taken to improve and 
strengthen health insurance 
and health care. 

Palisades meetings 
Monday in Lawrence

LAWRENCE — The 
public will have a chance on 
Monday, May 8, to com-
ment about Consumers 
Energy Co.’s plan to end a 
power purchasing agree-
ment with Entergy Nuclear 
Palisades LLC as part of 
the decision to close the 
Palisades plant.

The Michigan Pub-
lic Service Commission 
(MPSC) has scheduled 
two information meetings 
at the Van Buren Confer-
ence Center, 490 S. Paw 
Paw St., in Lawrence to 
hear from community 
members and interested 
parties. The fi rst will be 
from 3-5 p.m. and the sec-
ond from 6-8 p.m. Both 
meetings will cover the 
same case material.

MPSC Chairman Sally 
Talberg and Commis-
sioners Norm Saari and 
Rachael Eubanks are 
scheduled to attend both 
hearings, along with other 
MPSC staff. The commis-
sioners will explain their 
role in Case No. U-18250, 
its timeline, the administra-
tive process for possible ter-
mination of the agreement, 
and fi nancial aspects of the 
case.

For those unable to at-
tend, meeting transcripts 
will be posted here: https://
goo.gl/g66Fre.

Brownfield decisions 
delayed due
to lack of quorum

BENTON HARBOR 
— The disbursement of al-
most $11,000 in tax incre-
ment revenue collected by 
the Benton Harbor Brown-
fi eld Redevelopment Au-
thority will have to wait an-
other three weeks due to a 
lack of a quorum Thursday.

The money was collected 
from 13 properties that have 
entered into brownfi eld 
agreements with the city.

Brownfi elds allow devel-
opers to clean up blighted 
and contaminated property 
and be reimbursed for eli-
gible costs for 10 to 30 years 
with the tax revenue gener-
ated from the property im-
provements.

Present were the author-
ity’s president, Emma Hull, 
and member Steve Ar-
chibald. Absent were mem-
bers Lisa Gulley, Rahim 
Abdullah and Sam Hard-
nett.

The next meeting will be 
at 4 p.m. May 25 at City 
Hall, 200 E. Wall St.

Also on the agenda was a 
request to add $9,851 to the 
authority’s Local Remedia-

tion Revolving Fund.
After the reimbursement 

period ends, brownfi eld 
redevelopment authorities 
are allowed to capture the 
increased tax money for up 
to fi ve years to build a Lo-
cal Remediation Revolving 
Fund. The authority’s con-
sultant, Marc Florian, said 
each brownfi eld agreement 
approved by city commis-
sioners includes that the 
increased tax money be 
placed into the revolving 
fund for fi ve years.

He said the revolving 
fund has collected $357,327 
since the reimbursement 
period for some properties 
in the city started ending in 
2013.

Florian said the money 
in the revolving fund can 
be used by developers or 
the city for eligible  brown-
fi eld projects, such as tear-
ing down blighted buildings 
or expanding infrastructure 
capacity to areas that have 
development potential.

He said how the revolv-
ing fund money is used 
has to be approved by the 
brownfi eld authority.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

LAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE

Bridgman police officers to get pay raises

BRIDGMAN — Bridg-
man’s police offi cers will 
get pay raises to take 
them to “near average” for 
Southwest Michigan.

Police Chief  Daniel Un-
ruh proposed a four-year 
step increase in offi cer pay 
from $19 to an average $26 
per hour.  He further  pro-
posed an increase in part 
time pay from $15.50 to 
$16.06 per hour.

He said the new pay 
scales would put the 
Bridgman force “near av-
erage.”

“I’m proposing a signifi -
cant increase in an effort to 
make us more comparable 
to others in the area and to 
retain the offi cers we have. 
The younger ones are fi nd-
ing better wages and ben-
efi ts elsewhere, and we’re 
becoming the trainers for 
area police forces,” Unruh 
told the council last Mon-
day, noting that wages are 

89 percent of  his budget.
The council last Mon-

day agreed to accelerate 
the pay increase to three 
years at the suggestion of 
Councilwoman Robert 
Liskey, who said “this is 
such an important func-
tion and hopefully we can 
save one or two from leav-
ing.”

“I can’t think of  any-
thing we should do more 
than take care of  our 
police,” Councilwom-
an Georgia Gipson said.

The department consists 
of  the chief, one sergeant, 
three full-time and fi ve 
part-time offi cers. The de-
partment has four unpaid 
reserve offi cers, two volun-
teer chaplains and a part-
time computer records 
clerk.

Police pay was part 
of  the council discussion 
of  the fi scal year 2018 
budget, which calls for to-
tal revenue of  $4.1 million 

By JANET HAYES
HP Correspondant

See GEAR, page B2

No need for speed

Fairplain residents op-
posing a 15-mph increase in 
the speed limit for Jakway 
Avenue are vowing to keep 
making their case against 
the change until the state 
listens.

Dan Roth and Shirley 
Schneck, who live across 
from each other at 555 and 
550 Jakway, respectively, 
told the St. Joseph Town-
ship Board they will keeping 

fi ghting the effort to raise 
the limit from 25 to 40 mph.

Both see the change as a 
bad fi t for a residential area 
that has a park and a large 
number of children.

“You can tell exactly the 
day the park opens – they’re 
all going by,” Schneck told 
the board. “Something is 
going to happen when they 
raise that speed limit even 
farther. If it’s not enforce-
able now at 25 (mph), I 
don’t know what we’re go-
ing to do when it hits 40 
(mph).”

Roth said he’s experienced 
his share of close calls.

“I’m with Shirley. It’s 
dangerous  and it’s got to 
stop,” Roth said. “I’ve been 

clipped. People have been 
killed. Dogs have been 
smooshed. If we had wide 
walking paths, curves, and 
sidewalks, it’d be a different 
story.”

Township offi cials, noting 
the change wasn’t their idea, 
said that they understood 
the concerns.

“We hear you loud and 
clear,” Township Supervisor 
Roger Seely said in the Tues-
day meeting.

Jakway is one of fi ve 
township roads due for a 
change, which the state Leg-
islature approved in 2006. 
The state took away local 
authority to set speed limits 
for roads that aren’t in plat-
ted subdivisions.

The others are Brown 
School Road, Fairplain Av-
enue, Hoover Avenue and 
Miami Road.

However, the Berrien 
County Road Commis-
sion held off making any 
changes, which affects  61 
roads countywide, to see if  
the :egislature would revisit 
the issue.

After deciding that’s not 
going to happen, the Road 
Commission is going ahead 
with the new speed limits.

But if that’s true, Roth 
questioned how the speed 
limit change could be le-
gal on his street, based on 
where he and Schneck are 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Fairplain residents 
vow fight against 
new speed limits

See OFFICERS, page B2

See SPEED LIMIT, page B2
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Training, or TAACCCTT 
grant.

“The grant that we got 
was specific to our manu-
facturing program,” Kel-
logg said.

The U.S. Department 
of Labor is offering TA-
ACCCT funds through 
September 2018, according 
to a summary posted on its 
website.

TAACCCT funding has 
helped community colleges 
develop or redesign 2,600 
programs of study nation-
wide – as well as “help 
adults learn skills that lead 
to family-supporting jobs,” 
the department’s summary 
states.

Each state received four 
years of funding from 256 
grants that totaled $1.9 bil-
lion, according to the sum-
mary.

The PLC equipment pur-
chase gives LMC a shot at 
developing an advanced 
PLC course, Kellogg said, 
in a written report to the 
board.

“The new trainers will 
create a better student 
experience and increase 
hands-on programming 
opportunities for students. 
The new equipment will 
complement our robotics 

and motors controls cours-
es,” she said.

The equipment purchase 
reflects a commitment to 
stay on top of what the 
college’s local business 
partners need while help-
ing them figure out where 
tomorrow’s jobs are com-
ing from, LMC President 
Trevor Kubatzke said.

“The (presidential) cabi-
net and I will be working 
over the next couple weeks 
to really start addressing 
what areas we want to fo-
cus on,” Kubatzke said.

Kubatzke, who took of-
fice in mid-April, said he 
looks forward to fleshing 
out those efforts with local 
employers shortly.

“We’re going to be hav-
ing some forums with man-
ufacturers, (and also in) 
health care, to ask them, 
‘What do you need now, 
five years from now, 10 
years now?’ And then, we’ll 
just plan our actions on 
how to move those things 
forward, that we need to 
move forward,” he said.

GEAR
From page B1

and expenditures of  $4.5 
million, with $400,000 
transferred from reserves 
to balance the budget.

City Manager Juan Ga-
num said he and Treasurer 
Debbie Lambrix devel-
oped a budget that is “a 
very conservative on the 
revenue side” and comes 
within the city’s new poli-
cy of  retaining a fund bal-
ance of  at least 40 percent 
of  operating expenses.

He said the budget does 
not include any large-
scale capital improvement 
projects because the city 
plans to issue a $1.5 mil-
lion bond to cover three 
upcoming projects: re-
building the Baldwin Road 

sewer main station; reno-
vating the Public Works 
building and a new salt 
bin, and repairing Donna 
and Vista Drives.

The budget will be the 
subject of  a public hearing 
Monday, June 5, followed 
by its expected passage 
June 19. The draft budget 
will be available at City 
Hall or on the city’s web-
site. The fiscal year starts 
July 1.

Another budget item 
getting council attention 
was the boat ramp, for 
which $7,000 in repairs 
is projected for next year, 
with only $2,700 in rev-
enue, which Councilman 
Rick Fuller said didn’t 

sound like a good business 
venture.

Superintendent Tim 
Kading said the ramp is 
very much underused and 
mentioned the additional 
cost and time for daily 
routine maintenance. Ga-
num said the ramp has 
traditionally offered direct 
access to Lake Michigan, 
a very difficult challenge 
due to the direct wave ac-
tion at Weko Beach.

“I know we’re not sup-
posed to make money on 
the beach, but we’re not 
supposed to go broke ei-
ther,” Mayor Hannah An-
derson said, and suggested 
getting ideas  from the 
community.

OFFICERS
From page B1

situated.
“My house is Lot Num-

ber 1, Pine Ridge subdivi-
sion. I’m right in the middle 
of Jakway, so Jakway is a 
platted subdivision,” Roth 
said. “So there’s no way the 
speed limit could go up on 

that road, legally.”
Township Manager De-

nise Cook said she’d have 
to check with the Road 
Commission to clarify the 
issue that Roth raised.

Cook said  residents 
should join forces to take 
their concerns to state law-
makers because the board 
can’t do it alone, even if its 
members are also against 

the idea, she said.
“I’m sure they’re (the 

state) hearing from other 
folks, too, so maybe col-
lectively, we can make some 
changes,” Cook said.

Cook said the Road 
Commission informed the 
township of the changes 
driven by the 2006 state law 
through an advisory letter 
in March.

SPEED LIMIT
From page B1

Light road duty in Lake Township

BRIDGMAN — Traffic 
disruptions in Lake Town-
ship will be minimal this 
construction season with 
only three seal-coating proj-
ects planned by Berrien 

County Road Commission.
Lake Township Super-

visor John Gast said the 
township’s $88,200 share 
of  the three projects was 
well below the estimated 
budget of  $109,600. Th 
work includes 3.5 miles 
of  Date Road between 

Hinchman and Snow 
Roads for $46,900; 1.5 
miles of  Gast Road be-
tween Browntown and 
Snow Roads for $20,100, 
and 0.39 miles of  North 
Hildenbrandt Road from 
Red Arrow Highway to its 
dead end for $21,200.

By JANET HAYES
HP correspondent
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