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Stenhouse’s last-lap pass gives him first Cup win

TALLADEGA, Ala.  — 
Ricky Stenhouse Jr. used a 
strong Ford engine to blow 
past Kyle Busch in overtime 
at Talladega Superspeed-
way on Sunday for his fi rst 
NASCAR Cup victory.

It was the fi rst victory 
for Roush Fenway Racing 
since Carl Edwards at So-
noma in 2014. Stenhouse, 
who has led a resurgent 
Roush team, won in his 
158th Cup start. The vic-

tory makes him eligible for 
the All-Star race later this 
month, and likely a slot in 
NASCAR’s playoffs.

He was greeted in vic-
tory lane fi rst by car owner 
Jack Roush, then girlfriend 
Danica Patrick, who was in 
street clothes because she 
wrecked out of the race 
earlier.

“We’ve been terrible for 
a long time, but we’ve been 
getting better and better ev-
ery race,” said Stenhouse, 

By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer

Greg McWilliams / AP

Chase Elliott (24) get airborne as AJ Allmendinger (47) flips 
on the backstretch in a crash involving multiple drivers bring-
ing out a red flag during the Camping World 500 at Talladega 
Superspeedway, Sunday in Talladega, Ala.

Darren Abate / AP

Notre Dame coach Brian Kelly, left, runs onto the field with his players before a game against Army in San Antonio. 

Notre Dame relaunch

SOUTH BEND— The 
“new” version of Brian 
Kelly is fi tter, more con-
nected to his team, less 
connected to his offense, 
not as likely to unload on 
a player at practice and 
— for the fi rst time in his 
career — entering a season 
in real danger of losing his 
job.

Notre Dame football 
broke in 2016, a dysfunc-
tional 4-8 meltdown . Kelly 
knows as well as anybody 
that another season like 
that in 2017 could very well 
be his last as head coach of 
the Fighting Irish.

Faced with that real-
ity, Kelly has essentially 
relaunched his program, 
overhauling his staff, rede-
fi ning his role and imple-
menting a new culture that 
almost makes it feel as if  

there was already a head 
coaching change in South 
Bend.

It can be argued that 
no seat in college football 
gets hotter than the one on 
which the head coach of 
Notre Dame sits. But no 
one believes in Kelly’s abil-
ity fi x the Fighting Irish 
and deal with the weekly 
referendum that will be this 
football season more than 
... Brian Kelly.

“I use the analogy, if  
you’re a really good hitter 
and you’re in the major 
leagues and you have one 
year when you fall below, 
you make a couple of ad-
justments, you take some 
BP, you have a good off-
season and you start hit-
ting again,” Kelly said in 
an interview with The As-
sociated Press the day be-
fore spring practice ended 
for the Fighting Irish last 
month. “I’m going to 
hit again. I know how to 
coach.”

Kelly has reason to feel 
good about betting on him-

self. Last season was just 
the second in 27 years as a 
head coach in which he had 
a losing record. The other 
came in his fi rst season re-
building Central Michigan. 
In his previous six seasons 
at Notre Dame, Kelly was 
55-23 with an appearance 
in the national champion-
ship game — a season that 
has now been vacated by 
the NCAA for rules viola-
tions . That’s a long way 
from Knute Rockne and 
Frank Leahy, but there is 
no denying Kelly has been 
the most successful Notre 
Dame head coach since 
Lou Holtz left after the 
1996 season.

After winning 10 games 
in 2015, Kelly was reward-
ed with a six-year contract 
extension. The Fighting 
Irish started the 2016 sea-
son ranked No. 10 with one 
of the best quarterback 
prospects in the country.

Then everything went 
wrong.

Kelly performed a post-
season autopsy that in-

cluded meeting for the 
fi rst time in his career 
with every one of his play-
ers. Their message to him: 
“We (the coaches) weren’t 
hard enough on them. 
We weren’t demanding 
enough,” Kelly said. A 
lack of consistent leader-
ship that started at the 
top left Notre Dame with 
a team that wilted when 
facing adversity and lost 
seven games decided in the 
fourth quarter.

In remaking his staff  
— a process that started 
last September when de-
fensive coordinator Bri-
an VanGorder was fi red 
four games into the sea-
son — Kelly parted ways 
with some coaches who 
had worked with him go-
ing back to his fi rst head 
coaching job at Division II 
Grand Valley.

Between on-fi eld coach-
es, strength and condition-
ing coaches and support 
staff, Kelly made 14 offsea-

By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer

Confident Brian Kelly 
unfazed by hot seat

A’s get to K-Rod in 9th again, Tigers fall

OAKLAND, Calif. — 
Even though they’re still 
three games under .500, the 
Oakland Athletics are feel-
ing a lot better about them-
selves after their second 
consecutive ninth-inning 
rally against Detroit closer 
Francisco Rodriguez.

The Ti-
gers are 
a differ-
ent mat-
ter. Now 
manag e r 
Brad Aus-

mus and his staff are con-
templating a change at the 
back end of the bullpen.

Ryon Healy hit a two-run 
homer to cap a three-run 
ninth against Rodriguez, 
and the A’s came back for 
the second straight day to 
beat the Tigers 8-6 on Sun-
day.

“I think momentum ab-
solutely carries over,” said 
Oakland second baseman 

Jed Lowrie, whose double 
off Rodriguez tied the 
game. “When you’re play-
ing well you show up to 
the park the next day and 
there’s a different energy in 
the clubhouse.”

Healy’s game-ending 
heroics came less than 24 
hours after Adam Rosales 
hit a two-out, two-run 
single off Rodriguez in the 
ninth inning to beat the Ti-
gers.

Sunday’s loss marked 
the fourth blown save this 
season for Rodriguez, the 
35-year-old right-hander 
whose 437 saves are fourth 
all-time.

“Totally embarrassing,” 
Rodriguez said. “I just 
hope they don’t give up 
because I don’t want to be 
judged for the last 10 out-
ings of my career for what 
I’ve done for 15 years. I’m 
confi dent that I’m going to 
bounce back.”

Ausmus said Rodriguez’s 
role will be a topic of dis-
cussion for his staff.

“It’s something he’s done 

for decades so I think it’s 
pretty obvious it’s not 
the same Franky,” Aus-
mus said. “We’re going to 
have to have a discussion. 

He certainly has earned 
a degree of respect with 
his performance over the 

By MICHAEL WAGAMAN 
Associated Press

Ben Margot / AP

Detroit Tigers pitcher Daniel Norris works against the Oakland 
Athletics in the first inning of Sunday’s game in Oakland, Calif.

Marissa Jaggi:
A combination of math and tennis

For Berrien Springs’ 
Marissa Jaggi, balanc-
ing school and tennis has 
come as a welcomed chal-
lenge.

Jaggi is a senior at Ber-
rien Springs High School 
and will be graduating 
in early June, but she has 
spent the last three years 
earning her Associate’s 
Degree in mathematics 
from Lake Michigan Col-
lege.

“It’s not too diffi cult, 
because basically you’re 
taking the same course 
load, but it’s just harder 
work,” said Jaggi. “Es-
pecially when you’re tak-
ing Calculus 3 as a 17-, 
18-year-old.”

Come next season, Jaggi 
will be attending Holy 
Cross to play tennis un-
der coach Steve Bender. 
Bender, the longtime for-
mer state championship-
winning Buchanan coach, 
will be coaching Holy 
Cross in its fi rst year with 
a women’s tennis program.

Jaggi carries a 3.4 grade 
point average  at Berrien 
Springs and a 3.0 at Lake 
Michigan College. The 
increased workload, how-
ever, has not kept her from 
fi nding success on the ten-
nis court.

The 18-year-old singles 
standout has won the re-
gional tournament for the 
past three seasons, and is 
in contention for a fourth 
straight come tournament 
time later this month.

Last season, she was 
given All-State honorable 
mention honors, and she 
has earned All-Conference 
honors each year of her 
career at Berrien Springs.

“She handles the stress 
pretty well,” said Aly 
Gorby, who is a fi rst-year 
coach at Berrien Springs. 
“I never see her over-
whelmed or stressed out. 
There are some times 
where she has to drive 
herself to our matches, 
just because of her college 
classes. She doesn’t get out 
of class in time to ride the 
bus with us.

“But she seems to be 
handling it really well. 
She never complains, and 
I know she’s doing well in 
her classes academically 
and she’s performing well 
on the court.”

Jaggi is 10-3 on the sea-
son. Berrien Springs par-
ticipated in the Portland 
Spring Sports Carnival 

over the weekend, and 
Jaggi was able to get some 
needed practice for the up-
coming postseason. The 
three other teams at the 
tournament were top 10 in 
the state.

“She’s at a really high 
level of play,” said Gorby. 
“Sometimes at practice 
she’s actually helping out 
with the other girls and 
helping feed balls or help 
coach them, too. She 
hasn’t really been chal-
lenged at the conference 
level yet, but she’s hanging 
in there.”

When did you fi rst start 
playing tennis?

I started when I think 
when I was was eight, so 
it’s been 10 years now. I’ve 
always kind of been play-
ing, and I play all year 
long. I play at the clubs 
around here in the sum-
mer. It’s just kind of a 
daily activity.

Have you set any records 
as a tennis player at Ber-
rien Springs?

I have the school record 
for the fastest match at 17 
minutes, and, I don’t know 
about the men’s, but I have 
the girls record of the fast-
est serve at 105 miles per 
hour.

Your degree from Lake 
Michigan College is in 
mathematics, so is that 
what you want to study at 
Holy Cross as well?

Actually, no. Holy Cross 
doesn’t offer mathematics 
other than in business, so 
I’m going to go into biol-
ogy and hopefully become 
a veterinarian.

Is there anything that you 
fi nd you like most about the 
sport of tennis?

What I like especially 
is that, in tennis, you’re 
on the court all by your-
self and you can be your 
own individual person, 
but when you’re with your 
teammates you’re also a 
part of the team. So it’s 
just kind that you get the 
best of both worlds.

Do you have any goals 
set for yourself as far as 
tennis goes?

I don’t see myself go-
ing after college. Usually 
if  you’re a pro, in tennis, 
you’re going when you’re 
16. So I just hope to do 
really well at Holy Cross. 
We’re going to set some re-
cords, obviously, because 
there are no records to 
break. I just hope to help 
kind of build that program 
for future years.

Contact: bspencer@TheHP.com, 
429-1294.w

By BEN SPENCER
HP Sports Writer
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Berrien Springs’ Marissa Jaggi will graduate this spring and 
has spent the last three years earning an associate’s degree in 
mathematics from Lake Michigan College.
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