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ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT

Berrien Springs’ Marissa Jaggi will graduate this spring and
has spent the last three years earning an associate’s degree in
mathematics from Lake Michigan College.

Marissa Jaggi:

A combination of math and tennis

By BEN SPENCER
HP Sports Writer

For Berrien Springs’
Marissa  Jaggi, balanc-
ing school and tennis has
come as a welcomed chal-
lenge.

Jaggi is a senior at Ber-

rien Springs High School *

and will be graduating
in early June, but she has
spent the last three years
earning her Associate’s
Degree in  mathematics
from Lake Michigan Col-
lege.

“1

not too difficult,
because basically you're
taking the same course
load, but it’s just harder
work,” said Jaggi. “Es-
pecially when you're tak-
ing Calculus 3 as a 17-,
18-year-old.”

Come next season, Jaggi
will be attending Holy
Cross to play tennis un-
der coach Steve Bender.
Bender, the longtime for-
mer state championship-
winning Buchanan coach,
will be coaching Holy
Cross in its first year with
a women'’s tennis program.

Jaggi carries a 3.4 grade
point average at Berrien
Springs and a 3.0 at Lake
Michigan College. The
increased workload, how-
ever, has not kept her from
finding success on the ten-
nis court.

The 18-year-old singles
standout has won the re-
gional tournament for the
past three seasons, and is
in contention for a fourth
straight come tournament
time later this month.

Last season, she was
given All-State honorable
mention honors, and she
has earned All-Conference
honors each year of her
career at Berrien Springs.

“She handles the stress
pretty well.” said Aly
Gorby, who is a fi
coach at Berrien Springs.
“I never see her over-
whelmed or stressed out.
There are some times
where she has to drive
herself to our matches,
just because of her college
classes. She doesn’t get out
of class in time to ride the
bus with us.

“But she seems to be
handling it really well.
She never complains, and
T know she’s doing well in
her classes academically
and she’s performing well
on the court.”

Jaggi is 10-3 on the sea-
son. Berrien Springs par-
ticipated in the Portland
Spring  Sports Carnival
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over the weekend, and
Jaggi was able to get some
needed practice for the up-
coming postseason. The
three other teams at the
tournament were top 10 in
the state.

“She’s at a really high
level of pla id Gorby.
‘Sometimes at  practice
she’s actually helping out
with the other girls and
helping feed balls or help
coach them, too. She
hasn’t really been chal-
lenged at the conference
level yet, but she’s hanging
in there.”

‘When did you first start
playing tennis?

I started when I think
when I was was eight, so
it’s been 10 years now. I've
always kind of been play-
ing, and I play all year
long. T play at the clubs
around here in the sum-
mer. It’s just kind of a
daily activity.

Have you set any records
as a tennis player at Ber-
rien Springs?

I have the school record
for the fastest match at 17
minutes, and, I don’t know
about the men’s, but I have
the girls record of the fast-
est serve at 105 miles per
hour.

Your degree from Lake
Michigan College is in
mathematics, so is that
what you want to study at
Holy Cross as well?

Actually, no. Holy Cross
doesn’t offer mathematics
other than in business, so
I'm going to go into biol-
ogy and hopefully become
a veterinarian.

Is there anything that you
find you like most about the
sport of tennis?

What 1 like especially
is that, in tennis, you're
on the court all by your-
self and you can be your
own individual person,
but when you're with your
teammates you're also a
part of the team. So it’s
just kind that you get the
best of both worlds.

Do you have any goals
set for yourself as far as
tennis goes?

1 don’t see myself go-
ing after college. Usually
if you're a pro, in tennis,
youre going when you're
16. So T just hope to do
really well at Holy Cross.
‘We're going to set some re-
cords, obviously, because
there are no records to
break. I just hope to help
kind of build that program
for future years.
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