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Pscholka to address 
SMC commencement

DOWAGIAC — Michi-
gan Budget Director Al 
Pscholka delivers South-
western Michigan Col-
lege’s 50th commencement 
address Saturday in the 
gymnasium of the Charles 
O. Zollar Building on the 
Dowagiac campus, the 
college announced. Com-
mencement is at 11 a.m.

Prior to joining Gov. 
Rick Snyder’s administra-
tion in January, Pscholka 
spent six years represent-
ing the 79th District in the 
Michigan House of Rep-
resentatives, chairing the 
House Appropriations and 
Fiscal Agency Governing 
committees.

As chairman of the 
House Appropriations 
Committee, Pscholka last 
year led legislative efforts 
for SMC to secure $4 mil-
lion in state funds for its 
$9.6 million nursing build-
ing renovation and expan-
sion breaking ground this 

spring, the college reported.
He was named “Fresh-

man Legislator of the 
Year” by Michigan Infor-
mation and Research Ser-
vice in 2011 and “Most Ef-
fective House Member” in 
2015.

During his three-term 
tenure Pscholka authored 
and passed 64 public acts 
–  more than any other 
House member during 
that time. Before his elec-
tion to the state House in 
2010, Pscholka, a Saginaw 
native, served as a Lincoln 
Township trustee in Berrien 
County for eight years. He 
served as district director 
for U.S. Rep. Fred Upton, 
2003-2010.

Prior to Upton’s staff  
Pscholka headed market-
ing and communications 
for Cornerstone Alliance, 
the nonprofi t southwest 
Michigan economic devel-
opment group.

Pscholka holds a bach-
elor’s degree from Western 
Michigan University.

Watervliet woman is SMC ag tech pioneer

DOWAGIAC —  She 
may not have grown up 
on a farm, but Shelby 
Pruett certainly likes all 
things agriculture.

Pruett is graduating 
Saturday from South-
western Michigan Col-
lege as among  the first 
eight students completing 
SMC’s Michigan State 
University Ag Tech part-
nership.

Pruett, 20, is a 2015 
graduate of  Watervliet 
High School and said 
she knew she would head 
to SMC when she heard 

of  the partnership with 
Michigan State.

“The head 
of  the pro-
gram came 
and talked 
to my ag 
class at the 
Van Buren 
Tech Center 
and I decid-
ed to come,” 
she said.

She said she has en-
joyed her time at SMC, 
where she’s been a Guse 
Agricultural Scholar.

“It really opened my 
mind a lot more,” she 
said. “I wasn’t raised on a 
farm, and this gave an op-
portunity to learn more 
about agriculture. The 
teachers have also been 
great. They’ve been very 

inspiring.”
Her SMC experiences 

have included taking crop 
production and ag opera-
tions classes and a sum-
mer internship at Green 
Valley Agricultural in 
Bangor. She just finished 
a vegetable production 
class in which she and 
classmates developed a 
do-it-yourself  hydropon-
ic system to grow veg-
etables in the new SMC 
greenhouse.

She was a crop scout 
during her internship. 

“I’d walk around fields 
to find bugs and disease,” 
she said. “It was pretty 
interesting. I also worked 
with the distribution of 
seeds, pesticides and fer-
tilizers. We would go out 
before and after fields 

were sprayed.”
Pruett won’t have much 

time to celebrate her 
graduation this weekend. 
She leaves Tuesday for a 
six-week trip to North-
ern Ireland as part of  the 
MSU student exchange 
program. She and seven 
MSU students will take 
classes and tour farms 
there.

“We’re going to their ag 
school. It’s pretty cool,” 
she said. “They have a flo-
raculture program, and 
maybe I’ll learn some new 
flower designs to show at 
fair. I’m looking forward 
to the classes. It’s more 
hands-on. They teach by 
having you do the work, 
and that’s the way I learn. 

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

Shelby Pruett to 
graduate Sunday

PRUETT

Health board opposes rolling 
back immunization waiver rules

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Berrien County Health 
Department staff and the 
Board of Health are asking 
local legislators to oppose 
proposed bills they believe 
will result in fewer children 
getting immunized, creating 
a greater risk of the spread 
of some diseases.

The board on Wednes-
day endorsed a letter stating 
its opposition to bills in the 
House and Senate that would 
roll back rules passed in 2015 
that require parents seeking 
immunization waivers for 
non-medical  reasons to at-
tend an educational session 

with a health professional 
before the waiver is granted. 
State law requires children to 
receive immunizations when 
they enter preschool, kinder-
garten and seventh grade.

Previously, parents who 
sought immunization waiv-
ers for other than medical 
reasons could obtain the ex-
emption simply by handing 
in a form at the school offi ce. 
Following the rule change re-
quiring the educational ses-
sions, the percentage of waiv-
ers requested in Michigan 
has decreased by 35 percent.

The proposed bills would 
remove the current require-
ments. Senate sponsor Pat-
rick Colbeck argued that the 
requirements go beyond the 

intent of the Legislature.
“It was never the inten-

tion of the Legislature to see 
a vaccination opt-out pro-
cedure put into place that 
essentially mandates that 
parents have to take time off  
of work to meet with specifi c 
people, view videos, or sign 
infl ammatory forms to exert 
a right they should be able to 
exercise more simply,” Col-
beck said.

Another attempt was 
made last year to wipe out 
the waiver requirements, but 
the bills failed to pass.

The Berrien Board of 
Health warned of the impact 
of the legislation.

“If passed, these proposed 
pieces of legislation would 

result in an increased risk 
to the public’s health and 
directly limit local health 
department ability to take 
effective actions when health 
threats emerge,” stated the 
letter to be sent to state Sen. 
John Proos and Reps. Kim 
LaSata and Dave Pagel.

Health Offi cer Nicki Brit-
ten said staff members are 
seeking meetings with the 
legislators to discuss their 
concerns.

Britten told the board that 
the legislation takes away the 
authority of a health offi cer 
to keep an unvaccinated child 
out of school if an outbreak 
of a vaccine-preventable dis-
ease occurs, except during an 
epidemic.

Before the rules were 
changed by the Department 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices in 2015, Michigan had 
the fourth-highest rate of 
unvaccinated kindergartners 
in the nation. The change 
was prompted by the re-
emergence of such illnesses 
as whooping cough and 
measles in some school dis-
tricts, diseases that had been 
virtually eliminated through 
widespread vaccination pro-
grams.

Immunizations have prov-
en to be effective. In 1990, 
Michigan saw 545 cases of 
measles. In 2014, that num-
ber was down to fi ve, with 
most cases coming from 
outside of the country. Two 

cases have been confi rmed 
this year, both passengers on 
the same international fl ight.

Opposition to mandatory 
immunizations for attend-
ing public schools surged 
because of since-refuted 
research  that some vaccina-
tions cause autism, and con-
cerns about other possible 
side effects.

Board member Linda 
Strohl said that many young 
parents today don’t remem-
ber when such diseases as 
polio were prevalent, and 
don’t realize the importance 
of immunizations.

Berrien County has seen 
its percentage of waiver 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

See AG TECH, page A5

In the blink of a light

ST. JOSEPH — For many 
years, traffi c lights on Niles 
Avenue and Main Street  in 
St. Joseph fl ashed red/yellow 
in the overnight hours, when 
traffi c is typically sparse.

But since new lights and 
poles were installed, that is 
no longer the case. Some 
motorists who travel to or 
from work in the wee hours 
are wondering “What’s up 
with that?”

We asked City Manager 
John Hodgson. He has an 
opinion on the matter, but 
referred us to the Michigan 
Department of Transporta-

tion for the facts.
“MDOT controls the 

lights, but personally I think 
it’s a safety improvement,” 
Hodgson said.

“Especially the lights at 
Lakeview, Lakeshore Drive 
and Main Street. North-
bound traffi c on Lakeview 
cannot see traffi c on Lake-
shore Drive until you’re half-
way into the street, in the 

way of Winchester Avenue. 
Speaking for myself, with 
the fl ashing lights it seemed 
dangerous for many years.”

Nick Schirripa, MDOT 
spokesman, confi rmed that 
the new traffi c signals in St. 
Joseph do not have any red/
yellow fl ashing cycles. He 
said this removes the need 
for motorists on cross streets 
to fi nd a gap in traffi c on a 
primary road.

Instead of the fl ashing 
light cycles, the new lights 
are equipped with vehicle 
detection hardware at lo-
cations such as Main and 
Broad Street, Niles Avenue 
at Main Street and Lakeview 
Avenue at Lakeshore Drive. 
Some have cameras. Others 
employ in-pavement devices, 
Schirripa said.

At these intersections, 
once a vehicle is detected 
on a side street and the sig-

nal on the primary road has 
run through its timing cycle, 
the light will turn green for 
the cross street motorist. In 
the overnight hours, absent 
any vehicles coming from a 
side street, the light will stay 
green for traffi c on the main 
street.

“Provided all drivers are 
paying attention, the new 
signals actually minimize 
delays and improve safety,” 
Schirripa said.

He said the new equip-
ment also eliminates the 
need to reset traffi c signals 
after a power outage. The 
previous signals, even during 
high traffi c daytime hours, 
would revert back to a red/
yellow fl ashing mode after 
a power outage, requiring 
a manual reset by MDOT 
workers.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-

0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

Graveyard shift 
commuters find new 
traffic signal scheme

What’s up 
with that
Do you have a question 
about something you’ve 
noticed in Southwest 
Michigan? Email it to 
localnews@TheHP.com 
and it may be featured in 
an upcoming article.

Don Campbell / HP staff

New street lights and poles have been installed at various locations in St. Joseph, including the intersection of Main Street, Lakev-
iew Avenue, Lakeshore Drive and Winchester Avenue. The lights no longer flash red/yellow in the overnight hours, but instead are 
equipped with traffic-detection devices.

Lessenberry 
weighs in

SOUTH HAVEN — It 
would be easy for De-
troit-born journalist Jack 
Lessenberry to look back 
on the good ol’ days of 
the 1970s when he was a 
young adult and the Mo-
tor City fueled Michigan’s 
status as one of  the top 10 
states in America for eco-
nomic activity.

But as Lessenberry and 
many other Michigan-
ders know, those days are 
gone. “Now we’re 34th,” 
he told a group of  200 
people who attended the 
South Haven Speaker Se-
ries on Thursday at Lake 
Michigan College’s South 
Haven campus.

It was Lessenberry’s 
task to talk for an hour 
about how to make Mich-
igan better, and he was up 
for the challenge.

During a career that 
has spanned nearly 40 
years, Lessenberry told 
the LMC audience that 
he has known every 
Michigan governor since 

G. Mennen “Soapy” Wil-
liams. Currently a com-
mentator for Michigan 
Public Radio and head 
of  journalism at Wayne 
State University, he used 
to work as a foreign cor-
respondent and executive 
national editor at The 
Detroit News and wrote 
for national and regional 
publications, including 
Vanity Fair, Esquire, The 
New York Times, The 
Washington Post and The 
Boston Globe.

His career has taken 
him to 40 countries. “A 
number of  those coun-
tries don’t exist anymore,” 
he quipped. But he’s al-
ways remained loyal to 
the Mitten State and De-
troit.

Especially now when 
Michigan faces great 
challenges.

“Michigan is an abso-
lutely wonderful state,” 
Lessenberry said. “In 
some ways we’re not the 
state we used to be. In 
1979 GM had more blue 
collar workers in Flint 
then they do in the en-
tire country today. ... We 
could become the best 

By BECKY KARK
For the Herald-Palladium

Public radio voice 
brings ideas to SH

See WAIVERS, page A5

By HP STAFF 

See A5 for more SMC graduation news

SOUTH HAVEN

See LESSENBERRY, page A4
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economy in the country, 
but we have to work at it.”

He presented five issues 
that confront Michigan 
and possible solutions:
• Roads, bridges and in-

frastructure. “Every year 
our roads deteriorate fur-
ther,” he said. “It’s very 
hard to attract new busi-
nesses when your roads 
look like Beirut after a 
shelling.”

But Lessenberry’s solu-
tion would probably trou-
ble people –  raise the gas 
tax 20 cents, maybe even 
40 cents to pay for the $3 
billion annual cost over 
the next decade to fix the 
state’s roads. Right now, 
the state Legislature is ear-
marking $1 billion annu-
ally for road upgrades.
• Public schools and 

higher education. “We 
are cheating our students, 
Lessenberry said. “We 
seem to be the first gen-
eration that doesn’t want it 
better for our kids.”

The problem mainly 
stems from fewer low-
skill, high-paying factory 
jobs and an increase in 
low-paying service sector 
jobs. But Lessenberry said 
the  state and federal gov-
ernment should contribute 
more money to colleges to 
reduce the tuition burden 
many students deal with.

State and federal gov-
ernment revenue once ac-
counted for 70 percent of 
a college’s budget. Now 
tuition from students ac-
counts for 70 percent of  a 

college’s budget. In regard 
to K-12 education, Less-
enberry thinks the state 
shouldn’t fund charter 
schools and should focus 
on fixing problems at pub-
lic schools. However, he is 
in favor of  private schools.

“They don’t get taxpayer 
money,” he said.
• Gerrymandering. Re-

districting political dis-
tricts in Michigan has hurt 
Republicans and Demo-
crats, Lessenberry said, 
pointing out that in 2014 
people in Michigan voted 
for more Democrats than 
Republicans for the state 
House of  Representatives, 
but Republicans ended 
up with a majority in the 
House – 64-47.

“It is impossible for 
Democrats to win a ma-
jority the way the lines are 
drawn,” he said.
• Term limits. “Term 

limits sound like a good 
idea, but it opens the sys-
tem up for corruption,” 
Lessenberry said. “In the 
last two years of  your term, 

who are you thinking more 
about, constituents or the 
lobbyist who will get you a 
job when your done?”

Most legislators are fi-
nally getting the hang of 
their job when they end up 
being term limited, Less-
enberry said. “You know 
who understands their 
job? Lobbyists. They’re 
there forever.”
• Jobs. Michigan needs 

to generate more jobs for 
its citizens. 

But it will take the 
combined effort of  bet-
ter roads, more affordable 
higher education, and a 
commitment by the state 
to help attract industries. 
Perhaps Michigan’s junior 
U.S. Senator, Gary Peters, 
has the solution –  driver-
less cars.

“Driverless cars need a 
huge upsurge of  AI (artifi-
cial intelligence),” Lessen-
berry said. “If  you could 
headquarter that here in 
Detroit it could do for this 
state what automobile au-
tomation originally did.”

LESSENBERRY
From page A3

Brownfield legislation goes to Gov.

LANSING — The Michi-
gan House sent Gov. Rick 
Snyder legislation on Thurs-
day that would ease the cost 
of cleaning up brownfield 
sites across the state. The 
legislation, which the Senate 
approved in February, seeks 
to help developers clean up 
areas with environmental 
hazards. The bills allow de-
velopers to keep a portion of 
taxes generated from busi-
nesses and residents moving 
into the site. The main bill 
passed 85-22 while others 
passed on 83-24 margins.

Additionally, developers 
would be able to receive up 
to 50 percent of taxes gen-
erated from the sites for a 
maximum of up to 20 years 
and calls for a $40 million 
cap that developers could be 
reimbursed for annually.

Some Republicans and 
Democrats voiced their op-

position to the legislation be-
fore a House vote like Troy 
Republican state Rep. Mar-
tin Howrylak.

“Senate bill 111 and its 
companion bills is noth-
ing more than a transfer of 
wealth from hard-working 
taxpayers to selected special 
interests,” Howrylak said.

The bills were initially in-
troduced by Republican Sen. 
Ken Horn and he said that 
his legislation is not crony 
capitalism or about picking 
winners or losers but about 
fixing problems in the cities.

Republican House Speak-
er Tom Leonard also said 
the legislation is not corpo-
rate welfare. “My top prior-
ity during this entire discus-
sion on this package was to 
ensure that taxpayers are 
protected. We have hundreds 
of brownfield sites around 
the state, I have visited some 
of them myself, we’ve got to 
get them cleaned up and I 
believe this package of bills 

is the most conservative way 
to do that.”

Michael LaFaive, director 
of fiscal policy at the conser-
vative think-tank Mackinac 
Center for Public Policy, said 
it would create an uneven 
playing field and only cater 
to developers with connec-
tions. 

LaFaive also said that law-
makers cannot prove it will 
work because they are “dan-
gling” millions of incentives 
in front of developers and 
others and just expecting 
developers to come forward 
because it would not have 
worked otherwise.

“I suspect that this one 
will not generate the eco-
nomic growth development 
that lawmakers believe it will 
as well,” he said.

Similar legislation was in-
troduced in the GOP-con-
trolled Senate last Novem-
ber but it later died in the 
Republican-led House dur-
ing the lame-duck session. 

By CHRIS EHRMANN 
Associated Press
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This Mother’s Day, give her the gift she wants 

most: time with you. Join us for an elegant  

brunch buffet at Bistro on the Boulevard. 

Call today to make your reservation.
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5 years and under FREE
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