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Berrien County judges reassigned

ST. JOSEPH — Berrien 
County Trial Court Judge 
Dennis Wiley has been re-
assigned from the Criminal 
Division to the Civil Divi-
sion of the Trial Court.

Judge Sterling Schrock, 
who had been in the Civil 
Division, will take Wiley’s 
spot in criminal court.

Chief Judge Gary Bruce 
confi rmed Friday that he has 
reassigned Wiley to the Civil 

Division, but was vague as 
to why.

“These assignments are 
made from time to time by 
the chief judge and, as al-
ways, are made to improve 
the administration of jus-
tice,” Bruce said in a written 
comment. “This action was 
taken to improve our service 
to the public and ensure that 
the Berrien County Trial 
Court is run as fairly and ef-
fi ciently as possible.”

Wiley declined to com-
ment for this story.

Wiley was appointed to 
the Berrien County District 
Court bench by then-Gov. 
John Engler in November 
1996. He was then elected 
three  times, including most 

recently in 2016. His current 
term ends in 2023.

Before becoming a judge, 
Wiley was Berrien County 
Prosecutor from 1989-96, 
was chief assistant prosecu-
tor from 1983-89 and assis-
tant prosecutor from 1980-83. 
Prior to that he was a lawyer 
in private practice for several 
years and served in the U.S. 
Army’s Judge Advocate Gen-
eral’s Corps for four years.

Wiley’s 21-year tenure  on 
the bench has not been with-
out controversy.

In 2014, he was publicly 
censured by the Michigan 
Judicial Tenure Commission 
after he put a woman in jail 
for 10 days for cursing at the 
courthouse in Niles.

LaRue Ford was jailed 
over Christmas in 2012 after 
she muttered a profanity in 
the clerk’s offi ce while trying 
to take care of traffi c tickets. 
Wiley overheard the clerks 
talking about the interaction 
with Ford, and ordered that 
she be sent to his courtroom 
when she came back. She 
eventually served 10 nights 
in jail after  the contempt 
charge was fi led and her 

bond amount raised.
The prosecutor did not 

pursue the case and charges 
were dropped. The Judicial 
Tenure Commission found 
that Wiley had violated the 
Michigan Code of Judicial 
Conduct and he was repri-
manded by the Michigan 
Supreme Court.  Wiley sub-
sequently apologized to the 
citizens of Berrien County 
and state of Michigan and 
his colleagues on the bench.

Judge Schrock was ap-
pointed to the bench in 2008 
and was the presiding judge 
of the Civil Division. Before 
starting work in the Trial 
Court, Schrock practiced 
law for 31 years, beginning 
in the U.S. Navy Judge Ad-

vocate Generals Corps. 
After completing his ser-

vice in the U.S. Navy, he 
joined the Macon County 
States Attorney’s Offi ce in Il-
linois before coming to work 
at the Berrien County Prose-
cutor’s Offi ce as an assistant 
prosecutor. In 1988, Schrock 
joined the Straub, Seaman 
and Allen law fi rm where he 
practiced insurance defense 
law for 10 years.

He then joined the law fi rm 
of Smit and Kragt where 
he represented plaintiffs in 
workers compensation and 
Social Security disability 
cases until his appointment 
to the bench in 2008.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

Schrock and Wiley 
swap civil and 
criminal benches

Don Campbell / HP staff

Matt Quinn, with Great Lakes Drone Co., operates an Inspire I Version 2.0 drone at the Watervliet Municipal Airport. 

SCHROCK WILEY

Three Lowes, one 
commencement

BENTON HARBOR 
— When Edith Lowe went 
back to school in the fall of 
2013, she naturally felt ex-
cited – and nervous – about 
the commitment she was 
making.

“I was scared, on more 
than one occasion: ‘Am I 
going to be able to do this? 
Is this going to be an easy 
subject to tackle, or am I 
going to have a hard time?’” 
she said.

But those feelings soon 
disappeared after a success-
ful fi rst semester.

“I just went from there. 

Once I set my mind to 
something, I’m going to 
do the steps I can do, to try 
and accomplish my goal,” 
she said.

On Sunday, Edith Lowe 
will join her twin sons, Da-
vid and Matt, 21, for Lake 
Michigan College’s 70th 
commencement ceremony, 
which is at 2 p.m,, in the 
Mendel Center, 2755 E. Na-
pier Ave., Benton Harbor.

Edith, who works at 
LMC’s Wellness Center, is 
graduating with an associ-
ate degree in general stud-
ies, she said.

Her sons are  receiving 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Wherever, whenever

WATERVLIET — 
A circle of people 
stand  around a laptop 
and makeshift table at the 
fringes of the Watervliet 
Municipal Airport when a 
black-and-white object that 
makes the sound of a weed 
whacker approaches them 
from above.

The unmanned aerial 
vehicle, more commonly 
known as a drone, lands 
at the feet of Matt Quinn, 
thus ending the Friday 
demonstration.

Quinn, who was pilot-
ing the drone, has dozens 
of others that are part of 
his business known as the 
Great Lakes Drone Co. 
The company may not have 
a central offi ce, but one 
could argue it doesn’t have 
borders either.

The company, which op-
erates from the Coloma/
Watervliet area, has taken 
off less than a year after the 
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration began to grant com-
mercial licenses to drone 
enthusiasts.

“It’s an open market 
right now and the indus-
try is so fl edgling that the 
people who step up are the 
ones who, fi ve years down 

the road, will be an indus-
try leader,” Quinn said.

The  Watervliet na-
tive who took a hobby and 
ran with it fi nds himself in 
an interesting position. The 
use of drones in a commer-
cial  structure is in its in-
fancy – and no one knows 
where it will go.

As of August 2016, the 
FAA began to allow  indi-
viduals to use drones  in a 
sales and marketing plat-
form – only after an exten-
sive application process. 
Quinn kept track of what 
the FAA was doing last 
summer and got his certi-
fi cation. He then launched 
his business in September.

However, the paperwork 
side of it can be daunting, 
which might be why so few 
have that kind of certifi ca-
tion in the United States.

“What people don’t re-
alize is that running a le-
gal drone operation is just 
like running Southwest 
Airlines, except it involves 
much smaller aircraft and 
you’re not carrying people,” 
Quinn said. “It’s the same 
amount of paperwork.”

In good company
As the drone company’s 

founder, Quinn’s hesitant 
to call himself the owner.

“Do you know who 
owns Walmart?” he asked 

when broached with the 
question. “I don’t think it 
matters. It’s about the com-
pany and everything we’re 
doing.”

Quinn’s interest in drones 
began a few years ago as 
a hobby. At one point, 
Quinn said he and a few 
others thought of using the 
drones they fl ew as a busi-
ness model. Those dreams 
were temporarily put aside 
when the FAA put a ban 
on  all commercial drone 
operations in 2013.

After three years of wait-
ing and attaining a pilot’s 
license, the new FAA pa-
rameters were released, and 
Quinn’s business was born.

When it comes to a 
drone’s commercial use, a 
pilot is treated to certain 
rules and regulations con-
cerning when and where 
a drone can be fl own. 
Through this, Great Lakes 
Drone Co. has to check the 
weather, where planes are 
fl ying and what airspace 
they’re in.

If any of the company’s 
pilots are within 5 miles 
of Southwest Michigan 
Regional Airport in Ben-
ton Harbor, Quinn has to 
call South Bend Approach 
because they are in charge 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Drone company’s plans go beyond Southwest Michigan

Matt Quinn, center, with Great Lakes Drone Co., prepares to fly 
an Inspire I Version 2.0 drone Friday at the Watervliet Munici-
pal Airport. 

Photo provided

The Lowe family of Benton Harbor will see three of its members 
graduate Sunday from Lake Michigan College. From left, Rick 
Lowe, Matt Lowe, Edith Lowe and Rick Lowe. Edith and the twin 
sons earned degrees.

LMC to honor four alums
BENTON TOWN-

SHIP  — Lake Michigan 
College will honor four 
alumni with awards during 
the 70th annual commence-
ment exercise at LMC Men-
del’s Center at 2 p.m. Sun-
day. 

The Clarence Beckwith 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award will be presented to 
Gloria Ender of Stevens-
ville. Named for LMC’s fi rst 
president, the award is given 
to alumni who have achieved 
signifi cant success in their 
personal and professional 
endeavors. 

Two Alumni Achievement 
Awards will be presented to 

Melanie Owen of Benton 
Harbor and Cindy Reuss 
of Stevensville. The Alumni 
Achievement Award is pre-
sented to an alumnus(a) who 
attended LMC within the 
past 15 years and demon-
strated signifi cant achieve-
ment and distinguished 
themselves in their career, 
education or community 
such that they would be role 
models to LMC students.

The Alumni Service 
Award will be presented to 
Rick Smiedendorf of Ber-
rien Springs. This award is 
given to alumni who have 

See ALUMS, page A8

See LOWES, page A2

See DRONES, page A8
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associate degrees. Both are 
music majors who played 
in LMC’s Jazz Ensemble. 
David and Matt play drums 
and guitar, respectively, she 
said.

“I did this for personal 
accomplishment. It feels 
good – not only for me, but 
them, as well,” she said.

The Lowes, of Benton 
Harbor, are among 514 stu-
dents receiving 526 degrees 
and certificates for their 
various academic achieve-
ments.

The ceremony represents 
the first one for LMC’s new 
president, Trevor Kubatzke, 
who started in mid-April.

He’ll join LMC board 
Chairman Michael Lindley 
in welcoming students.

“Commencement here 
is a great time to recognize 
our students, and the com-
pletion of their degrees. 
The ceremony itself  is re-
ally about celebration of 
success,” Kubatzke said.

Kubtazke plans to keep 
his own remarks low-key.

“My philosophy is, it isn’t 
about me. It’s about the 
success of our students, so 
all of my remarks are go-
ing to be congratulatory, as 
well as encouraging them to 
continue, not only their ed-
ucation, to be the best suc-
cess they can be,” he said.

Sunday’s group will rep-
resent 60 high schools, 
seven states – including 
California, Florida, Ten-
nessee and Texas, plus Illi-
nois, Indiana and Michigan 
– and 15 countries, such as 
Canada, Haiti, Kenya, Ma-
lawi, Mexico, Peru and the 
Philippines, among others.

“The international stu-
dent population is growing, 
and really rounds out the 
experience because we are a 
global economy now,” Ku-
batzke said. “Our graduates 
don’t have to read about be-
ing in a global economy. 
They are in a global econ-
omy.”

Lifase Bilima is the stu-
dent speaker.

Bilima studied early 
childhood education, and 
her mother is a registered 
nurse who received her 
degree in that field from 
LMC, the release states.

Edith Lowe said she may 
return to LMC, if  she finds 
a class that appeals to her 
– having considered early 
childhood education be-
fore settling on her current 
path.

“I haven’t let the ear-
ly childhood education 
thoughts go just yet, now 
that I’m past this hurdle of 
actually getting a degree. I 
haven’t made a major deci-
sion yet. I’m not in a hurry,” 
she said.

She said she expects mu-
sic and other creative arts 
to remain a big part of the 
family’s life.

David fronts his own 
band, 45 to Argos, while 
Matt plays with her and 
husband, Rick, in Second 
Chance – which is a clas-
sic rock, modern rock and 
country band.

She and Rick play 
rhythm and lead guitar, re-
spectively. They also sing, 
and write original Christian 
songs, too.

“That’s something my 
husband and I have done 
for a long time,” she said.

A third son, Rick Jr., 
graduated from Grand 
Valley State University, in 
2011, with a bachelor’s de-
gree in writing. He likes to 
write fiction, and hopes to 
make his own mark in that 
field, she said.

– The Associated Press
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Friday drawings
Michigan

Poker Lotto
KC-JH-KH-2H-4S
Midday Daily 3
9-8-8
Midday Daily 4
2-1-9-9
Daily 3
1-5-2
Daily 4
4-3-6-4
Fantasy 5
12-16-22-30-34; Esti-
mated jackpot: $100,000
Keno
01-03-08-12-14-18-19-
23-28-36-39-44-46-
51-54-58-63-64-65-67-
69-71
Mega Millions jackpot
$20 million
Powerball jackpot
$147 million

Saturday 
drawings

Indiana
Cash 5 
04-07-21-23-37
Cash4Life 
01-02-17-24-38, Cash 
Ball: 4
Quick Draw Midday 
02-04-09-21-22-25-
26-31-34-42-44-46-49-
52-57-59-67-71-74-80, 
BE: 31
Daily Three-Midday 
5-0-6, SB:
Daily Three-Evening 
5-4-1, SB: 3
Daily Four-Midday 
0-1-5-5, SB:
Daily Four-Evening 
9-7-3-5, SB: 3
Quick Draw Evening 
01-05-07-16-20-35-
37-38-48-51-52-56-57-

60-61-65-66-67-72-76, 
BE: 66

Illinois
Lotto 
12-18-29-30-31-52, 
Extra Shot: 13
Estimated jackpot
$4.75 million
LuckyDay Lotto Midday 
09-14-34-41-45
Pick Three-Midday 
4-9-1, Fireball: 8
Pick Three-Evening 
7-3-5, Fireball: 3
Pick Four-Midday 
5-6-7-5, Fireball: 6
Pick Four-Evening 
5-2-0-0, Fireball: 7
Lucky Day Lotto 
02-21-30-34-41
Estimated jackpot
$450,000

LOTTERIES

LOWES
From page A1

Kellogg Foundation giving $51M to public schools 
DETROIT — The W.K. 

Kellogg Foundation an-
nounced Friday that it’s 
giving $51 million over five 
years to the public schools 
in its southwestern Michi-
gan hometown of Battle 
Creek, in the hopes of tack-
ling low academic perfor-
mance that has been linked 
to longstanding racial in-
equality and segregation.

The grant, among the 
largest to a single, public 
K-12 school system, comes 
as President Donald Trump 

is pressing for more federal 
funding for students to at-
tend public, charter or pri-
vate schools. Leading the 
charge on school choice is 
Education Secretary and 
area native Betsy DeVos.

Kellogg’s grant will be 
put toward hiring early lit-
eracy support staff  in Bat-
tle Creek public schools, 
offering a free pre-kinder-
garten summer program, 
and creating a plan to im-
prove student behavior that 
includes alternatives to 
suspensions. It also will be 
used to launch academies 
within the Battle Creek sys-

tem that are aligned with 
students’ fields of interest, 
invest in the arts and ath-
letics, and offer recruitment 
and retention incentives 
for teachers, among other 
things.

The gift comes after a 
year of planning by school 
officials and the January re-
lease of a study by a New 
York University-affiliated 
center that highlights de-
cades of racial disparities 
in a city of about 50,000 
people that’s roughly 70 
percent white, 18 percent 
black and 7 percent His-
panic or Latino, according 

to the 2010 U.S. Census.
The Kellogg-funded 

study found that of the 
more than one-third 
of Battle Creek Public 
Schools students who leave 
the district, most are white 
and richer than the black, 
Latino and poorer white 
students who remain. The 
remaining students have 
the lowest access to oppor-
tunities to prepare for col-
lege and careers.

Battle Creek schools’ Su-
perintendent Kim Carter 
said she’s determined to 
solve rather than dwell on 
the problem of racial in-

equality.
“We’re not really un-

packing the reasons why 
at this point,” she told The 
Associated Press. “The fo-
cus is developing a system 
that creates access and op-
portunity for all of the chil-
dren that I serve.”

Carter said the district 
took its plan to the Kel-
logg foundation, which is 
named after the breakfast 
cereal maker, because it 
couldn’t afford to imple-
ment it on its own.

Trump this week asked 
Congress to work on ex-
tending nationwide school 

choice programs that he 
said would benefit millions 
of students, including low-
income African-American 
and Hispanic children. The 
Education Department 
would not say what specific 
legislation the administra-
tion was proposing.

DeVos, who is from 
the Grand Rapids area, 
about 50 miles from Battle 
Creek, said having access 
to public, charter or private 
schools or distance learn-
ing programs should be 
every parent’s right. Critics 
say school choice can hurt 
public schools.

By JEFF KAROUB 
Associated Press

Lawsuit challenges 
Michigan driver’s 
license suspensions

FLINT (AP) — The 
state of  Michigan is be-
ing sued in a bid to re-
store the driver’s licenses 
of  people who say they 
can’t afford to pay traffic 
fines.

A lawsuit filed Thurs-
day in federal court says 
the secretary of  state is 
running a “wealth-based” 
scheme in which people 
too poor to pay fines are 
having their licenses sus-
pended. The lawsuit says 
a traffic violation can 
cause a “downward spi-
ral” of  lost opportunities 

for jobs and education.
The lawsuit says the 

secretary of  state doesn’t 
distinguish between peo-
ple who are intentionally 
skipping fines and others 
who can’t pay. Kitia Har-
ris, a 25-year-old Detroit 
woman, says her license 
was suspended when she 
couldn’t afford a $150 
ticket in Ferndale.

The lawsuit was filed 
by Equal Justice Under 
Law, a civil rights group. 
An email seeking com-
ment was sent to the sec-
retary of  state.
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Classifieds work!
To place a classified ad in The Herald-Palladium, please call  

429-4484. Phones are open 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Mondays through Fridays.

adnum=60842716adnum=XNLV445
77adnum=XNLV

Learning is a
Life Long Journey

We are pleased to provide a FREE educational series

presented by Attorney William Westerbeke:

They will be from 6-7 pm and light refreshments will be provided .

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

May 17th - Planning for Health Care Emergencies
June 20th - Estate & Elder Law Planning for your Home
July 18th - Dementia and the Law

Meeting Nursing

Care Needs and

Preserving

Independence

288 Peace Blvd.
St. Joseph

269-556-9050

ASK THE EXPERTS

adnum=60845831

Tired of reading 
‘fake news’?

Real. Local. News.

   In times of a rapidly changing 
national media landscape, readers 

aren’t sure who they can trust.

   Here in Southwest Michigan, we’ve been 
earning readers’ trust for nearly 150 years, and 

our mission has never changed. We strive every 
day to tell stories about people and issues that make 
a difference in the lives of our readers. And to do it 
with fairness and accuracy. 

   The Herald-Palladium’s award-winning journalists 
are your friends and neighbors, who love your 
community – because it’s our community, too. We 
never take your trust for granted.


