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LOCAL 
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St. Joseph public safety officers on Tuesday plunge into the simulated smoke of a fire house as part of their ongoing training. 
In addition to its own officers and firefighters, the city is hosting crews from St. Joseph and Lincoln townships and Benton 
Harbor this week. The fire house, obtained in 2013 by the Berrien County Fire Chiefs Association, can be arranged for various 
scenarios for putting out types of fires and searching and rescuing victims.

WHERE THERE’S SMOKE

High-flying Maker Faire planned

ST. JOSEPH — For the 
past two years, the South-
west Michigan Mini Maker 
Faire in St. Joseph has dem-
onstrated that the sky’s the 
limit when it comes to inno-
vation and creativity.

This year’s event, set for 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. June 3 at 
Whirlpool Field, will take 
that a step further with aer-
ial drone demonstrations 
and races.

On Monday city commis-
sioners approved a request 
to use the surface of the 
Whirlpool Compass Foun-
tain for drone racing. The 
permit for the event, which 
includes hands-on displays 
of robotics, rocketry, 3-D 
printers and the arts, had 
been approved in January. 
But organizer Joe Rommel, 
a technology coordinator 
with Berrien RESA, ex-

plained that the opportuni-
ty to show off drones came 
up recently.

The fountain itself will 
be closed from 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Matt Quinn, director 
of fl ight operations with 
the Great Lakes Drone 
Co., which will mount the 
exhibit, said the fountain’s 
circumference will be cov-
ered with nylon netting 
that will enclose the drone 
race course. Another bar-
rier will surround the fi eld, 
and spectators will watch 
the races from behind this 
fence, he said.

The closure  period will 
provide organizers with 
enough time to set up the 
demonstration and then 
take it down so the fountain 
can be used by visitors.

The exhibit will include 
commercial and recreation-
al drones. Plans call for a 
Whirlpool Corp. drone tent.

Quinn said that drone 
racing is becoming as popu-
lar as NASCAR around the 
country. Operators where 
goggles that allow them to 
see from the point of view 
of the drone as they steer 
through a series of obsta-

cles. Some of the drones are 
small enough to fi t in your 

hand, he said.
Although the airspace to 

be used is supervised from 
South Bend, the project has 
the approval of the director 
of Southwest Michigan Re-
gional Airport.

Lake Michigan College 
and the Krasl Art Center 
are among the other orga-
nizations participating in 
the Maker Faire. The local 
event is one of more than 
150 held nationwide to en-
courage interest in science, 
engineering and technol-
ogy. Last year’s Southwest 
Michigan event had some 
30 makers, and 2,000 people 
attended.

Information on the event 
is at www.swm.makerfaire.
com or at their Facebook 
page.

In other news, the Heri-
tage Museum and Cultural 
Center received permission 
to erect signs at the city’s 
Tiscornia Park, providing 
information about its guid-
ed tours of the St. Joseph 
lighthouses.

Tracy Gierada, interim 
director of the Heritage 
Museum, said this will in-
clude placards that can be 
changed to alert visitors to 
hours of available tours and 

cancellations due to weath-
er or other conditions. An 
encased sign will be placed 
near the parking kiosk that 
will provide additional in-
formation about the tours.

Having the updated in-
formation near the parking 
meter will prevent people 
from paying the fee if their 
tour has been cancelled that 
day, Gierada said. 

It will be the responsibil-
ity of museum staff to place 
the signs.

The Heritage Museum 
began conducting tours last 
summer following the city’s 
completion of a $2 million 
restoration project of the 
lighthouses, built in 1907 
and acquired by St. Joseph 
from the federal govern-
ment.

North Pier walking tours 
and tours of the inner light-
house will be offered Fridays 
and Saturdays from Memo-
rial Day through Labor day, 
with special events includ-
ing the summer solstice sun-
set and Tri-State Regatta 
viewings. Information is at 
www.theheritagemcc.org.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 932-
0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Event to 
include drone 
demonstrations
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Volunteers show children soldering techniques during the 
2016 Southwest Michigan Mini Maker Faire at Whirlpool Cen-
tennial Park in St. Joseph. This year’s event, set for June 3, will 
include drone demonstrations and races along with other tech-
nology and art activities. City commissioners approved closing 
the Whirlpool Fountain for part of the day to make room for the 
drone race demonstration.

Racial Equity Hub 
planned for BH

BENTON HARBOR — 
If people would take the 
time to get to know each 
other, then many of the ra-
cial problems would disap-
pear.

That’s according to 
Emma Kinnard of Ben-
ton Harbor, the founder of 
Fresh Start Children’s Gar-
den.

To help bridge the gap be-
tween the races, she’s help-
ing to form a Racial Equity 
Hub in Benton Harbor that 
will increase the visibility of 
how structural racism af-
fects community members. 
She said  anyone interested 
can meet at 5 p.m. Satur-
day at The Oak Room at 
the Citadel, 91 Hinkley St., 
Benton Harbor. The public 
is invited.

The event is being coordi-
nated by her group and the 
Michigan Roundtable for 
Diversity and Inclusion and 
is being funded by the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation.

For more information or 
to RSVP, call 313-870-1500, 
Ext. 107, or email Race-
2Equity@MiRoundtable.
org.

In addition, Kinnard said 
she’s working with a group 
in Kalamazoo to possibly 
do some research locally on 
structural racism.

“What is it that keeps us 
so divided?” she  said. “I 
can’t understand why some 
people feel the races need to 
be divided.”

She said some people 
have bad experiences with 
people from another race 
and just can’t get over it. 
She said other people are 
brought up by their parents 
believing they are superior 
to other races.

“We need to pull together 
to try to stop racism,” she 
said. “We need to pull to-
gether and treat each other 
right. It’s just a human 
thing.”

Offi cials from Michigan 
Roundtable were in Ben-
ton Harbor in April 2015 
for the Healing Stories on 
Racial Equity project. A 
compilation video from the 
Healing Stories sessions will 
be shown. It includes stories 
from Benton Harbor, Ke-
weenaw Bay Indian Com-
munity, Flint and Detroit.

Kinnard said food will be 
available.

The Healing Stories Proj-
ect was started in 2013 in 
Detroit to look at the im-
pact of race-based housing 
segregation. 

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege
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Group highlights 
stories of 
structural racism

Plea reached in gunpoint robbery at BH house

ST. JOSEPH — A man 
who forced another man 
into the basement of  a 
vacant house and robbed 
him at gunpoint has 
pleaded guilty to armed 
robbery.

Latavious Beal, 24, of 
Benton Harbor was to 
have gone on trial later 
this month on charges of 
armed robbery, unlawful 
driving away of  a mo-
tor vehicle, first-degree 
home invasion, carjack-
ing, carrying a concealed 
weapon, being a felon in 
possession of  a firearm 
and felony firearm.

In a plea deal reached 

with pros-
e c u t o r s , 
Beal  plead-
ed guilty 
to armed 
robbery, a 
felony pun-
ishable by 
up to life in 
prison; and 

felony firearm, which re-
quires a  mandatory two 
years to be served prior 
to any other term. The 
other charges were dis-
missed.

Berrien County Trial 
Court Judge Scott Scho-
field accepted Beal’s plea 
and set sentencing for 
May 23. 

Schofield had bound 
Beal over for trial on the 

multiple charges follow-
ing a preliminary hearing 
in March.

At that hearing, My-
ron Schaffer Jr. testified 
about how a man had 
entered a house he was 
working on in Benton 
Harbor and forced him, 
at gunpoint, to strip off  
his clothes, then go into 
the basement.

Schaffer said after 
forcing  him downstairs, 
Beal  grabbed Schaffer’s 
truck keys. 

He said Beal then ran 
out and shortly there-
after, he heard his truck 
taking off. 

He said he went up-
stairs, saw the mailman 
outside and yelled to him 

to call 911. 
His truck was gone, 

Schaffer testified.
Schaffer told the court 

the man had taken his 
wallet and some money, 
his house keys and the 
keys to a work trailer.

In court in March, 
Schaffer pointed to Beal 
as the man who had 
robbed him while he was 
working on the remodel-
ing job in the house at 
607 McAllister St. last 
Aug. 30. 

He said the same man 
had been at the house a 
few days earlier, asking 
him for a job.

C o n t a c t :  j s w i d w a @ T h e H P.
com, 269-932-0359, Twi t ter : 
@HPSwidwa
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HP Staff Writer

Berrien recycling, 
document shredding 
event Saturday

BUCHANAN — Ber-
rien County residents 
can recycle household 
chemicals, home medical 
waste, electronics, and get 
their personal documents 
shredded 8 a.m.-noon Sat-
urday at the Southeast 
Berrien County Landfi ll 
Recycling Center, 3200 
Chamberlain Road, Bu-
chanan.

The household chemi-
cals and liquids will be 
recycled and disposed of 
properly to prevent poi-
soning and to protect 
environmental health. 

Accepted items include 
home, garden, garage and 
workshop liquids and 
chemicals, as well as bat-
teries, fl uorescent light 
bulbs, mercury items and 
home medical waste such 
as pills, liquids, aerosols 
and sharps.

The household chemi-
cal collection is open to 
Berrien County residents 
only, and no business 
waste is allowed. Dona-
tions are accepted to help 
offset some of  the collec-
tion and processing costs.

Items that are not 

By HP STAFF

Disposal of household chemicals, 
medical waste, electronics available

BEAL

See DISPOSAL, page A4

LOOKING TO EARN MONEY THIS SUMMER?
Local employers are looking for hard working, motiviated 
individuals who are 18-24 years old and searching for 
employment!
CONTACT COREY TO LEARN MORE
ErnyC@Kinexus.org or (269) 927-1064, ext. 1142 adnum=60843610


