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LOCAL & STATE

Don Campbell / HP staff

Bethany Veverka of Coloma makes an opening statement Friday during the Classical Conversations 2017 Mock Trial at the Ber-
rien County Courthouse. Classical Conversations is a nationwide organization of home-schooled students and their parents. 
Local students competed Friday against home-schoolers from Kalamazoo.

Little lawyers

ST. JOSEPH — The case 
was about responsibility, li-
ability and restitution.

The victim was a high 
school-aged pizza delivery 
boy.

The defendant was the 
famous pop star who alleg-
edly ran him over.

The lawyers were sharply 
dressed, on time for court 
and articulate in their open-
ing statements, questions to 
witnesses and closing argu-
ments.

And they were just 13 
and 14 years old.

Middle school students 
who are home-schooled 
and part of the Classical 
Conversations home school 
organization competed 
in mock trials in courts 
throughout the nation this 
month.

Students from the Ber-
rien Center and St. Joseph 
Classical Conversation 
campuses competed against 
students from Kalamazoo 
in a courtroom in the Ber-
rien County Courthouse in 
St. Joseph on Friday.

Hillary Briolet, a home-
school parent and local co-
ordinator for the mock trial 
competition, said the stu-
dents had spent 15 weeks 

preparing for the competi-
tion by studying and ana-
lyzing police reports and 
laws. The students orga-
nized  facts and arguments 
into a logical and convinc-
ing presentation for a judge 
and jurors, who knew noth-
ing about the case before-
hand.

“They’re very good,” 
said Scott Sanford of the 
Berrien County Public De-
fender’s Offi ce, who volun-
teered to serve as a juror 
for the event. Rebecca San-
ford of Sanford Law Offi ce 
also served as a juror, and 
Sasha Boersma of Cony-
beare Law Firm served as 
judge.

Boersma was kept busy 
listening to witness testimo-
ny and  well-thought-out 
objections and arguments 
raised by the student law-

yers throughout the trial.
“It’s amazing to see how 

the students work through 
this process over the 15 
weeks of the course and 
how the fi nal product all 
comes together,” Briolet 
said. 

The case involved a pizza 
delivery person, hit by a car 
driven by a music idol, and 
suing for damages.

The St. Joseph/Berrien 
Center Team was made up 
of Esther Bard, Richard 
Pirri and Caleb Howard of 
St. Joseph; Bethany Vever-
ka and Charis Lemoine 
of Coloma; Jason Dubs 
of Berrien Center; Shane 
Fetzer of Niles; Isaiah Ro-
driguez of Bridgman; and 
Nate Nicholls of South 
Bend. 

Rodriguez, 14, played 
a defense lawyer in the 

morning session of the 
mock civil trial. Outside 
the courtroom, he said his 
fi rst career choice would be 
to play professional basket-
ball for the Golden State 
Warriors, but if that doesn’t 
work out he wants to be a 
lawyer.

“I hope to go to college 
on a basketball scholar-
ship, and I’ll study law,” he 
said. 

Classical Conversations 
uses mock trial competi-
tion to teach skills in re-
search, grammar, writing, 
rhetoric, public speaking, 
debate and drama. 

Adult tutors for the local 
students for the competi-
tion were Sara Bard of St. 
Joseph and Tanya Rodri-
guez of Bridgman.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

Local home-schooled 
students take 
part in mock trial

Nate Nich-
olls of South 
Bend plays 
a witness 
Friday during 
the Classical 
Conversa-
tions 2017 
Mock Trial at 
the Berrien 
County Court-
house. Classi-
cal Conversa-
tions is an 
organization 
of home-
schooled 
students and 
their parents.

More than 
homework

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— Whether they plan to be 
engineers or go to medical 
school, area high school se-
niors attending the Berrien 
County Math & Science 
Center know the value of 
being able to take college 
classes and conduct scientifi c 
research.

Friday, the research side of 
the experience was on full dis-
play as the Math & Science 
Center hosted the Michigan 
High School Research Sym-
posium. Southwest Michi-
gan students were able to 
mingle with students from 
around the state as and pres-
ent results of their year-long 
research projects  and short 
public service announce-
ments on a variety of issues.

Berrien Springs High 
School sophomore Joo 
Young Chung made lead 
poisoning the subject of his 
PSA, which touched on the 
Flint water crisis, effects of 
lead poisoning and what can 
be done to combat it. He said 
he’s been able to learn a lot of 
useful information this year, 
which will be helpful when 
he goes to medical school to 
become an oncologist.

Watervliet High School 
senior Mia Pelton studied the 
“synthesis and hemaggluti-
nation properties of arginine-
based boronic acids.” In lay-
man terms, that means she 
spent the last several months 
working to see if she could 
develop a solution able to clot 
blood and replace the use of 
gauze in medical procedures.

“I want to be a dentist, 
and this knowledge of chem-
istry and biology helps me a 
lot,” she said. “I chose this 
experiment because I knew 
I was going into dentistry, 
and I don’t like to feel gauze 
in my mouth. In the case of 
a tooth extraction, it would 
be good to be able to spray 
this solution instead of using 
gauze to clot the blood.”

Mia said she’s gained a 
lot from the research expe-
rience, though the results 
didn’t turn out exactly as she 
predicted. “Being able to do 
my own research gives me a 
better advantage,” she said. 
“This really has prepared me 
for my future career.”

She plans to attend St. 
Mary’s College and then 
transfer to the University 
of Detroit Mercy for dental 
school. At Watervliet, she’s 
on the cheerleading and 
wrestling teams.

Coloma High School se-
nior Greg Olsen drew on his 
own experiences when he 
chose his research project. 
He worked last summer for 
a farmer and traveled with 
him to Chicago-area farmers 
markets. He decided to try to 
fi nd pesticide alternatives af-
ter hearing people ask about 

what chemicals they used on 
their crops.

His project was “synthesis 
and insecticidal activities of 
indanol derivatives” in which 
he experimented with chlo-
ride ester material to see if he 
could develop pesticides and 
insecticides that are more 
environmentally friendly. 
He had mixed results with 
one ester mix proving to be 
somewhat effective.

He plans to attend Michi-
gan State University to take 
a pre-med course of study 
with the goal of becom-
ing a trauma surgeon in the 
Air Force. Besides attending 
the Math & Science Center, 
which he calls the best deci-
sion he’s made in his life, he 
takes an auto shop class at 
Coloma, a drama class at 
Lake Michigan College and 
an astronomy class at An-
drews University.

“This experience has pro-
gressed me as a person,” he 
said. “I’ve met incredible 
people. I never thought I’d 
do research like this in high 
school. A lot of college stu-
dents don’t do it. I now know 
different lab procedures and 
how to do research and write 
papers. I’m glad I did it.”

Mia, Greg and the other 
Math & Science students say 
that attending the center has 
been a good preparation for 
college and careers. They’ve 
learned time management 
and being able to work inde-
pendently.

Buchanan High School 
seniors Donovan McPher-
son and Taylor Sobolewski 
said they’re glad they de-
cided to be part of the cen-
ter four years ago and have 
learned a good work ethic. 
Donovan plans to attend 
the University of Michigan 
to study engineering, while 
Taylor will attend Indiana 
University at South Bend to 
study engineering.

Friday’s symposium gave 
two dozen Benton Harbor 
High School students a taste 
of what experiences they 
could have at the center. 
Freshmen Onjanae Howard, 
Mikelae Kirby, Takaijh Fa-
vorite and Desiree Malone 
said they liked what they saw 
and would be interested in 
taking classes at the center 
next year.

Benton Harbor does not 
participate in the Math & 
Science Center, but educa-
tion coordinator Rita Seay 
and teacher Tim Strong 
said they’re looking to send 
students to the center. “We 
like what we see, absolutely,” 
Seay said. “This will give 
kids the opportunity to see 
how math and science is 
used in the real world when 
it comes to research.”

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

Berrien County Youth Fair exhibitor 
handbooks available Monday

BERRIEN SPRINGS — 
Berrien County Youth Fair 
exhibitor handbooks will be 
available for pickup starting 
Monday.

Books and entry forms 
may be picked up at the fair 
offi ce in Berrien Springs, all 
county public libraries, the 
Berrien County 4-H offi ce 
and the following Berrien 
County businesses:
• Baroda City Mills and 

H.F.S. in Baroda
• Country Heritage 

Credit Union in Buchanan
• Red & White Feed and 

Family Farm & Home in 
Benton Harbor
• Tractor Supply Com-

pany and Rural King in 
Niles
• Watervliet Fruit Ex-

change in Watervliet
• Siefert’s Farm Supply 

in Three Oaks
• Tractor Supply Com-

pany in Stevensville
Exhibitor handbooks can 

be viewed online by specifi c 
department or the full book 
at www.bcyf.org. The hand-
books contain information 
on how to exhibit, exhibitor 
rules, registration deadlines 
and a complete listing of all 
classes available.

Exhibitors must be 5 to 
20 years old to exhibit all 
animals, including livestock 
and still exhibits (crafts, 
home economics, horticul-
ture, fl owers). Age is deter-
mined as of Jan. 1 of the 
current year.

Online registration will 
begin at 9 a.m. May 1. Once 
registered, exhibitors can 
return to the program and 
add more entries up until 
each entry deadline.

The exhibitor’s printed 
email confi rmation will 
serve as the traditional yel-
low copy of the entry form 
and is required on entry day, 
just as the yellow copy of 
the traditional entry form is.

Registration deadlines are 
as follows:

June 1: Large animals 
(beef breeding, dairy, sheep, 
goats, swine, llamas/alpacas 
and equine)

July 1: Small animals 
(rabbits, poultry, cats, dogs, 
pocket pets)

August 1: Still exhibits 
(crafts, home economics, 
fl owers, horticulture, variety 
classes)

No entries will be accept-
ed after the deadline. Entry 
forms can be turned in any-
time from May 1 until the 
appropriate deadline date.

The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture tag number 
must be on the entry form 
when it is turned in to the 
fair offi ce by the June 1 
deadline, so youth exhibi-
tors need to order their tags 
as soon as possible.

In addition to the USDA-
required ear tag, individuals 
registering market animals 

will also need to come to 
the fair offi ce and pick up 
the BCYF ear tags for those 
animals. Ear tags must be in 
the animals’ ears by Aug. 1 
or the entry will be disquali-
fi ed.

The fair offi ce is open 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. A spe-
cial drop box is outside the 
offi ce doors and contains a 
supply of books and entry 
forms.

Completed entry forms 
can be left in the slot of 
the drop box, mailed to the 
fair offi ce, P.O. Box 7, Ber-
rien Springs, MI 49103, or 
hand delivered during offi ce 
hours.

Early registration is en-
couraged so deadlines are 
not missed. Contact the of-
fi ce at 473-4251 or by email-
ing entry@bcyf.org.

This year’s BCYF theme 
is “Fairadise,” and runs 
from Aug. 14-19.

Cyclist hurt, say he 
was clipped by semi

NILES — A Niles man 
suffered injuries Friday when 
he lost control of the bicycle 
he was riding to work, the 
Cass County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
reported.

The department reported 
it happened at about 5:15 
a.m. on M-60 between Yan-
kee Street and Reum Road 
in Cass County’s Howard 
Township.

Behnke said police were 
called after Dominique How-
ze, 22, admitted himself to 
Lakeland Hospital, Niles, for 
treatment of injuries.

Howze told police he was 

on his way to work, riding 
west on M-60 when he was 
clipped by a passing tractor-
trailer, causing him to lose 
control and crash his bi-
cycle along the shoulder of 
M-60. Howze told police he 
continued on to work, but 
was sent from there to the 
hospital for evaluation and 
treatment. His injuries were 
not life-threatening, Behnke 
said.

The sheriff said it was 
dark at the time of the crash 
and Howze did not appear 
to be wearing refl ective 
clothing and his bicycle did 
not have a front light or rear 
refl ector on it.

By HP STAFF

Berrien students get 
serious about research

PELTON OLSEN


