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Putting their 
mark on it

COLOMA — Twelve 
years ago David Wil-
liams invented an easy 
way to replicate rivers and 
lakes for model scenery.

The Coloma resident 
found many obstacles with 
other products when it 
came to simulating water. 
That’s when he came up 
with a formula that led to 
the creation of  Magic Wa-
ter.

Williams sells Magic 
Water  through his parent 
company, Unreal Details. 
His biggest customers are 
the diorama makers who 
need to create lakes, rivers, 
streams and waterfalls for 
battlefi elds or model rail-
road layouts.

However, Williams had 
to be careful in protecting 
his product. To prevent 
anyone from stealing the 
product’s name, he began 
the process for registering 
a trademark.

“There’s a mountain of 
paperwork, and you really 
need a trademark attorney 
if  you’re serious,” Williams 
said. “I don’t know if  I 
could have done it by my-
self. You don’t know what 
you have when you start, 
so you want to protect it 
just in case. There are a 
lot bigger companies that 
would steal the idea.”

In an effort to protect 
the business name and logo 
from being duplicated, 
he, like other Southwest 
Michigan entrepreneurs, 
applied for a trademark 
with the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Offi ce.

A trademark can be la-
beled as a word, name, 
symbol or device used 

in business to indicate a 
source of  goods, and to 
distinguish those goods 
from those sold by an-
other business. Its cousin, 
the service mark, identi-
fi es and distinguishes the 
source of  a service, rather 
than a product.

Williams was put in 
touch with Bob Judd, a 
St. Joseph attorney who is 
known in the Twin Cities 
for his patent work with 
Whirlpool Corp.

Thanks to Judd, Wil-
liams was able to register 
Magic Water in 2005. The 
name has had a “TM” 
stamped next to it on his 
website ever since.

The tradeoffs
In the years Judd has 

worked on trademarks, 
he’s discovered that a 
trademark happens au-
tomatically when used in 
commerce. Then comes 
the process to register 
the trademark either in a 
particular state or federal 
manner. While a state-level 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Businesses discuss the process 
of securing a trademark

Don Campbell / HP staff

Curious Kids’ Museum in St. Joseph went through the renewal 
process to secure it’s federal trademark two years ago.

At least 4 people dead at 
Mich. lakes over weekend

HOLLAND (AP) — At 
least four people have died 
in Michigan lakes.

Police say a 27-year-old 
Lansing man was found 
fl oating face-down Satur-
day night in Lake Michi-
gan at Holland State Park. 
Yellow fl ags were fl ying 
at the time, a warning to 
swimmers that the water 
could be risky.

Across the state in 

Wayne County, a 61-year-
old man drowned in Bel-
leville Lake. A 23-year-old 
woman disappeared while 
swimming at Clear Lake 
in St. Joseph County, 40 
miles south of  Kalama-
zoo.

In northern Michigan, 
authorities are looking for 
the body of  a man in Lake 
Margrethe in Crawford 
County.

SJ Twp. seeks a little planning help

ST. JOSEPH —  It’s 
never too early to plan, 
which is why the St. Joseph 
Township Board has hired 
a consultant to fi gure out 
its long-term capital needs.

Tom Traciak of Um-
baugh & Associates of 
Okemos will develop a 15- 
to 20-year forecast of those 
needs – like buildings, cars 
and fi re trucks – and esti-
mate their potential costs, 
Township Manager Denise 
Cook said.

“The board will go out, 
saying, ‘OK, this is what 
we need, as far as capital 
items, according to our 

master plan,’” Cook said. 
“He (Traciak) will help us 
organize that, and we can 
fi gure out how to fund 
those (needs).”

The resulting document, 
or asset management plan, 
will serve as the framework 
in dealing with the town-
ship’s capital needs, Cook 
said.

The board hired Traciak 
last week to help write the 
plan for a $10,000 maxi-
mum fee.

“We used him for a water 
rate study. He’s done a lot 
of work in the area,” Cook 
said.

In other capital items, 
the board is preparing to 
hire the Spicer Group of 
Grand Rapids. The fi rm 
will make sure the town-
ship’s manholes comply 
with state permit require-
ments, Cook said.

“The manholes have to 
meet criteria. You can’t 

dump things into them 
that are hazardous and so 
forth,” Cook said. “There 
was a two-page permit, 
which we handled in-
house. Now, it’s grown, 
and it’s complicated.”

To get started, board 
members heard the fi rst 
reading of a stormwater 
system ordinance that out-
lines how the township will 
comply.

Spicer will oversee the 
process, including the per-
mit’s completion, Cook 
said.

Cook said she couldn’t 
recall how much the town-
ship will pay Spicer, but 
she doesn’t expect a major 
cost because Spicer has 
done similar work for mu-
nicipalities in Berrien, Cass 
and Van Buren counties.

Those municipalities, 
in turn, formed a group 
to keep the costs down, 
“which helps share the cost 

of getting those permits 
done,” she said.

The board awarded a bid 
to Siemens Ford of Bridg-
man for two 2017 Ford Ex-
plorer Interceptor police 
cars for $63,006, minus a 
$29,000 trade-in value for 
two 2016 Ford Explorer 
Interceptors – leaving a net 
bid of $34,006.

Siemens wound up beat-
ing out the only other bid-
der, Three Oaks Ford, by 
$2,000, Cook said. The 
township expects to get the 
cars by late August or Sep-
tember.

The board granted Mi-
chael and Terri J. Rush-
low’s request for a zon-
ing variance at 2251 Niles 
Road, where they’ll build a 
greenhouse.

The board based its ap-
proval on four factors – 
including the support of 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI 
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Consultant 
to assess 
capital needs

See PLANNING, page A8

There’s a mountain of 
paperwork, and you really 
need a trademark attorney 
if you’re serious. I don’t 
know if I could have done it 
by myself. You don’t know 
what you have when you 
start, so you want to pro-
tect it just in case. There 
are a lot bigger companies 
that would steal the idea.

DAVID WILLIAMS
Don Campbell / HP staff

CNN journalist Anderson Cooper speaks during a meeting of The Economic Club of Southwestern Michigan Sunday at Lake 
Michigan College’s Mendel Center in Benton Township. He has covered wars, famine, natural disasters and political conflict 
here and abroad during his 25-year career.

CNN’s Cooper speaks at Econ Club of Southwest Michigan Sunday

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Veteran CNN journalist 
Anderson Cooper has wit-
nessed genocide in Rwan-
da, famine in Somalia, the 
ravages of earthquakes in 
Haiti and the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina.

While seeing the worst, 
he has also experienced the 
best, he told the audience 
at the Economic Club of 
Southwest Michigan Sun-
day at Lake Michigan Col-
lege’s Mendel Center.

“You expect to fi nd the 
horror,” said Cooper, who 
has traveled to 55 coun-
tries in his 25-year career. 
“You also fi nd the human-
ity” with people willing to 
risk their own lives to save 
strangers. “That’s the thing 
that gives me hope.”

He commented that “we 
are at a fragile time in this 
country.”

Amid the political tur-
moil, he also fi nds a reason 

to be optimistic. He con-
ceded that things “are more 
challenging than they have 
been in a long time” but he 
also sees more people en-
gaged in ongoing events.

“It’s an exciting time, 
no matter what side of the 
political aisle you are on,” 
Cooper said, addressing 
the audience in a question 
and answer format.

Cooper, 50, was born in 
New York City, the son of 
heiress and socialite Gloria 
Vanderbilt and a descen-
dant of Cornelius Vander-
bilt. He graduated from 
Yale University, where he 
majored in political sci-
ence, and interned for two 
summers with the CIA.

He said that the sui-
cide of his older brother 
spurred him to want to be 
where people were facing 
real issues of life and death.

Cooper  joined Channel 
One, which broadcasts to 
middle and high schools, 
becoming their chief in-
ternational correspondent, 

covering  stories in Viet-
nam, Somalia, Bosnia and 
Rwanda.

In 1995 he became a cor-
respondent for ABC News, 
rising to the position of 
co-anchor for World News 
Now. He joined CNN in 
2001, and in 2003 was 
given his own show, An-
derson Cooper 360. He 
covered such stories as the 
aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina, a program that 
won a Peabody Award. He 
has been a “60 Minutes” 
correspondent since 2007.

He has covered crises 
in Egypt, Syria and Iraq, 
as well as domestic stories 
such as the Orlando shoot-
ings. He also had dived 
with great white sharks.

“What, they couldn’t get 
Leslie Stahl to do this?” he 
joked about his “60 Min-
utes” colleague.

Last year he moderated 
the second debate between 
presidential candidates 
Donald Trump and Hill-
ary Clinton. His books in-

clude “Dispatches from the 
Edge” and “The Rainbow 
Comes and Goes,” about 
correspondence between 
himself and his mother.

He credited Trump for 
being one of the candidates 
that made himself acces-
sible to journalists dur-
ing the campaign. He also 
cited the diffi culty of get-
ting facts out of the White 
House, which he blamed on 
the challenge spokespeople 
are having keeping up with 
the president’s Tweets and 
other pronouncements, 
that frequently contradict 
the offi cial line.

He said that discussion 
of any impeachment charg-
es from investigations into 
White House dealings are 
“premature. We’re a long 
way from anything like 
that.”

Cooper took exception 
to disparaging remarks 
Trump has made about 
journalists.

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer
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“It has been the greatest privilege of my life to be on 
the breaking wave of history and to tell people’s stories.”

ANDERSON COOPER

Finding 
hope 
among 
horror

See COOPER, page A8
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