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LOCAL & STATE
Chamber brings new events to 
Strawberry Festival next weekend

HARTFORD — What com-
bines all things strawberry with 
live entertainment, a mini renais-
sance fair, and more? The Hart-
ford Strawberry Festival.

The festival is sponsored by the 
Hartford Area Camber of Com-
merce and will take place Friday, 
June 9 and Saturday, June 10 
throughout Ely Park and Hart-
ford.

New this year is Nightwinds 
Renaissance Group from 10 a.m 
to 4 p.m. Saturday in the park 
and the Bob Hall Memorial 
Car Show at 9 a.m. Saturday on 

Main Street.
Festival Co-Chair Patty Schro-

eder said they’re very excited 
about these new events.

Some of the popular events 
of the festival include the musi-
cal entertainment, Shroeder said. 
The “Harbor Town Band”, a 
classic rock and R&B group will 
take the stage Friday night from 
8-10 p.m., “Sound of Elvis” with 
Steve Otto will perform 6-8 p.m. 
Saturday, and “Tom Askey Proj-
ect,” a rock/country/alternative 
group will close the festival 8-10 
p.m. Saturday.

Schroeder said the kids are al-
ways really excited to see Magi-
cian John Dudley perform. He’s 

on at 7:30 p.m. Friday.
The pie eating contest on Sat-

urday at 3 p.m. is always a big hit 
too, she said.

“People should come to sup-
port the community,” Shroeder 
said. “And it’s family oriented, it’s 
friendly for all ages.”

There is a Kiddie Parade Fri-
day at 6 p.m. and the Strawberry 
Parade Saturday at 1 p.m.

Vertical Edge Entertainment 
will provide rides from noon to 
9 p.m. Friday and 10 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Saturday. Attendees can visit 
food vendors from noon to 9 a.m. 
and a craft show from noon to 5 
p.m. both days.

Other events during the week-

end, include a pancake break-
fast at the Hartford High School 
cafeteria. This event is at 7 a.m. 
Saturday and is sponsored by the 
Hartford Band Boosters.

The Strawberry Run, spon-
sored by the Hartford Lions Club 
is Saturday at Hartford High 
School. Registration starts at 7:30 
a.m., the one-mile Fun Run starts 
at 8 a.m. and the longer walk and 
runs start at 8:30 a.m.

More information and a full 
schedule of the events visit hart-
fordmichamber.org/strawber-
ryfestival or look up Hartford 
Strawberry Festival on Facebook.

Contact: anewman@TheHP.com, 932-0357, 
Twitter: @HPANewman

By ALEXANDRA NEWMAN
HP Staff Writer

HARTFORD SOUTH HAVEN

‘We Care’ 
director 
tallies 
success, 
defers credit

SOUTH HAVEN —  Linda 
Olsen will begin a new chap-
ter in her life  after spending 
nearly three decades at the 
helm of  We Care in the Name 
of  Christ.

Olsen  retired Friday after 
29 years as the human service 
ministry’s executive director.

“It’s time to retire,” she said. 
“But it’s been an amazing trip. 
It’s changed my 
life.”

Olsen began 
her tenure with 
South Haven-
based We Care 
in 1988. She and 
her husband, 
Rick, had moved 
to South Haven 
a year prior. Linda was just a 
young mom then.

“I saw an ad in the South 
Haven Tribune and saw it was 
part-time, 20 hours a week, 
and thought, ‘that’ll keep me 
doing something meaningful,” 
she recalled.

“My son, Jonathan, was just 
2 months old, and I took him 
along with me to the inter-
view,” she said.

Olsen got the job and soon 
found she had her work cut 
out for her.

“Back then there were only 
12 member churches and sev-
en ministries –  two food pan-
tries, two clothing and house-
wares ministries, a medical 
loan closet, a furniture min-
istry and heating assistance,” 
she said.

Olsen served as executive di-
rector until 1992, but by 1994 
the We Care board asked her 
to return.

She  told them she  would 
come back and then hire 
an executive director. Howev-
er, Olsen couldn’t  fi nd some-
one.

Discouraged, Olsen turned 
to her family for advice.

“My daughter, Meg, said 
‘they need you and you need 
them,’” Olsen said. “Out of 
the mouths of  babes.”

Meg may have been young, 
but Olsen took her advice and 
jumped into the job once again 
– only this time with both feet 
fi rmly planted.

Under her guidance, We 
Care’s ministries began 
to grow and fl ourish. The 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
basket and gifts programs 
were supplemented by a num-
ber of  new initiatives.

Olsen helped develop a more 
comprehensive heating assis-
tance program called Warm 
Your Heart, whose volunteers 
raise about $25,000 each year 
to help low-income families 
pay their heating bills.

Personal care and infant 
care items ministries were ini-
tiated. We Care helped orga-
nize weekly suppers for low-
income and shut-in residents. 
A transportation ministry was 
started, as well as life skills 
and fi nancial budgeting cours-
es.

We Care’s volunteers began 
working with other human 
service agencies to provide 
help  to people in need. Most 
recently We Care began a 
work and mentoring program 
to provide jobs and training 
to unemployed and under-em-
ployed adults.

In looking back, Olsen said 
she was impressed with We 
Care’s growth.

“We went from 12-member 
churches and seven ministries 
to 33-partner churches and 36 
ministries,” Olsen said.

We Care’s number of 

By BECKY KARK
For The Herald-Palladium

Linda Olsen retires 
from Christian charity 
after nearly 30 years
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Flowerland owner Robert Wagner hoists a group of flowers onto a hook Monday in Benton Township. Wagner, whose family has been in the flower 
business for 38 years, spent his Memorial Day looking after plants. Wagner was drafted in 1965 for the Vietnam War and served for two years.

A SALUTE TO FLOWERS

LMC ties teaching program to Western Michigan

BENTON HARBOR —  Students pre-
paring for a teaching career at Lake Michi-
gan College can now transfer to Western 
Michigan University, without missing a 
beat.

LMC trustees have approved the new ar-
rangement, part of  a new associated in ap-
plied science program.

The program will prepare students for 
a transfer to WMU and completion of  a 
bachelor of  science degree with a choice of 
majoring in early childhood, elementary or 
special education, said Leslie Kellogg, vice 
president of  academic affairs.

“We created those three tracks that align 
with the need for teachers in our region,” 
Kellogg said. “When students complete 
that associate’s degree program (at LMC), 
they can transfer to partner programs, with 
a minimal loss of  credits.”

Students who get their degree will then 
meet state requirements for a Michigan 
Provisional Teaching Certifi cate.

The U.S. Bureau of  Labor Statistics ex-
pects the demand for teachers to grow 13 
percent by 2018.

That need is expected to be especially 
strong in Michigan, where nearly 30 per-
cent of  its current generation is retiring, 
“creating available positions for newly cer-
tifi ed teachers in all fi elds,” an LMC board 
memo states.

One is special education, where last year 
“100 percent of  WMU students who grad-
uated with this degree were hired in the 
fi eld,” the memo states.

Forty-three percent of  LMC’s teacher 
education students transfer to Western af-
ter two years, which is why it seemed like 
the logical starting point for an agreement, 
Kellogg said.

LMC is also discussing similar agree-
ments with Central Michigan and Grand 
Valley State universities, “who are strong 
transfer partners for our teacher education 

program,” she said.
In other matters, the board last week ap-

proved a new class scheduling that affi rms 
LMC’s commitment to a student-friendly 
schedule, one based on block scheduling 
standards, Kellogg said.

“We’ve always tried to develop a student-
friendly schedule, but this (policy) tightens 
that up a little bit,” she said.

For example, the policy requires a 
10-minute break for classes that run more 
than 90 minutes, with a 15-minute break for 
classes of  180 minutes or longer, a board 
memo states.

Classes that start after 3 p.m. must end by 
6 p.m., except for apprenticeship programs.

A faculty committee reviewed the issue, 
and came up with roughly a dozen recom-
mendations that made it into the fi nal lan-
guage, Kellogg said. The relevant academic 
dean must approve any changes.

LMC commits to ensuring that class 
times don’t overlap with each other, so stu-
dents can make higher education part of 
their lives, said Kellogg, who cited working 
parents as an example.

“Let’s make sure we’re offering classes 
after local public schools start, and give 
that student enough time to get the kids 
to school, and get to class,” Kellogg said. 
“The vast majority of  our classes are three 
credit-hour classes, so we focused on that.”

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent
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Western Michigan University Southwest, located next to Lake Michigan College in Benton Township is 
pictured Monday. LMC trustees have recently made it easier for teaching students to transfer to WMU.
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