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LOCAL 

Photo provided

The Commissioner’s Trophy, awarded the Chicago Cubs for their 2016 world championship, came to Capitol 
Hill on Tuesday. U.S. Rep. Fred Upton, R-St. Joseph, took a turn posing with the trophy, which he helped bring 
to St. Joseph High School in February. Upton, a passionate Cubs fan, put his Harry Caray bobblehead in the 
photo. Upton was joined for pictures and chatter by Democratic Reps. Jan Schakowsky and Cheri Bustos of 
Illinois and Republicans Jackie Walorski of Indiana and Ray LaHood of Illinois. The trophy was then hustled 
over to the Senate for a reception hosted by Illinois Sen. Dick Durbin.

TROPHY ON THE HILL

LMC sets budgets, adds instructors
BENTON TOWNSHIP 

— To address specifi c stu-
dent needs, Lake Michigan 
College is adding three new 
instructors and a writing 
center coordinator in  next 
year’s budget.

The new teaching posi-
tions include computer 
information systems, Eng-
lish As a Second Language 
and math, LMC President 
Trevor Kubatzke said after 
Tuesday’s board meeting.

“The positions are the 
big story,” Kubatzke said. 
“As in any budget, we 
looked for areas where we 

could affect the greatest 
number of students.”

LMC trustees  after a 
brief  public hearing unani-
mously approved a budget 
of $33.4 million in revenue 
and expenses for its 2017-
18 fi scal year, which starts 
Saturday.

Board Chairman Mi-
chael Lindley and Trustees 
John Grover and Mary Jo 
Tomasini were absent.

The college anticipates 
$16.2 million of its revenue 
to come from property tax 
collections, or 49 percent, 
followed by $11.1 million 
in tuition and fees (33 per-
cent), $5.5 million in state 
appropriations (17 percent).

Labor accounts for 65 
percent of next year’s pro-
jected expenses, or $21.7 
million, followed by de-
preciation ($4.5 million), 
building costs ($2.3 mil-
lion), services ($1.6 mil-
lion), and supplies ($1.5 
million), according to an 
outline prepared by Kelli 
Hahn, vice president of fi -
nancial services.

Most departments will 
get by with about the same 
appropriations as last year, 
Hahn said.

The college’s general 
operating millage rate will 
stay the same as last year at 
1.7854 mills.

Hahn  said the new po-

sitions will cost about 
$250,000 for LMC to ab-
sorb. However, though 
state revenue has stayed 
fl at, overall taxable values 
rose by 2 to 3 percent, she 
said.

“That gives us the fl ex-
ibility we need, especially 
when we’re dealing with 
these positions,” Hahn 
said.

The college is forecasting 
a 2 percent drop in enroll-
ment, another factor that 
prompted it to examine its 
budget and see what aca-
demic areas it needed to 
address, Kubatzke said.

“We need to see where 
we’re spending our dollars, 

to make sure that it affects 
the greatest number of stu-
dents,” he said.

LMC is adding the CIS 
and math instructors to 
keep pace with student 
interest, and demand for 
those skills in the work 
place, Hahn said.

“It’s one of the hottest 
fi elds out there right now, 
and it’s expanding so rap-
idly,” she said.

The ESL instructor’s ad-
dition refl ects the reality of 
a small, but growing inter-
national population of 88 
students, representing 17 
countries, Kubatzke said.

“We need to keep up 
with our ESL population 

as it continues to grow, and 
fi nd ways of serving those 
needs,” he said.

The writing center coor-
dinator’s position will help 
fi ll a need that LMC has 
sought to address for a long 
time, Kubatzke said.

The center should work 
better with a full-time oc-
cupant, instead of pulling 
in other employees to fi ll 
that role – as LMC has 
done, Kubtazke said.

“Writing is something 
that students really struggle 
with,” Kubatzke said. “We 
feel that it’s time to make 
some changes, and that 
includes more permanent 
staffi ng (of the center).”

BY RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Margaret 
Gast voted 
in as new 
trustee

BENTON HARBOR — By 
a 5-1 vote, Margaret Gast of 
Benton Township was named 
the new Benton Harbor school 
board trustee at a special meet-
ing Tuesday.

Gast said she 
grew up in St. Jo-
seph and moved 
to Minnesota for 
35 years before 
returning to the 
area four years 
ago.

“I was well 
aware of the issues going 
on with the Benton Harbor 
schools, which has been of 
great concern to me, even liv-
ing far away in Minnesota,” she 
said after the meeting. “I do 
believe that the school system 
is the heart of any community 
and decided to throw my hat in 
the ring and see if  I could help 
out in my capacity as a retired 
person who has the time to 
put in to helping the Benton 
Harbor schools get back to a 
place ... that I remember in the 
1960s.”

She said she’s an attorney and 
worked as the associate director 
of a housing agency in St. Paul, 
Minn., which sought to stabi-
lize neighborhoods where  at 
least 40 percent of the housing 
is owner-occupied.

The other candidates were 
Leroy Lane, Trenton Bowens, 
Antquanetta Dawkins and Lue 
Buchana.

Voting for Gast were school 
board President Joseph Taylor, 
Vice President Stephen Mitch-
ell, Treasurer Angelika Mac-
Gowan and Trustees Marletta 
Seats and Martha Momany.

Secretary Lisa Gulley voted 
for Bowens.

Gast replaces Elnora Gavin, 
who resigned June 2 after being 
elected to the four-year term in 
November.

“This was a hard decision,” 
Seats said. “I’m glad that we 
had so many people that were 
interested.”

Momany said she hopes that 
the other candidates will run 
for a trustee seat in the future. 

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-0361, 
Twitter: @HPWrege

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

GAST

BENTON HARBOR SCHOOLSBH man 
jailed in NJ 
in alleged car 
battery scam

ROXBURY, N.J. — A Ben-
ton Harbor man has been 
jailed in New Jersey for an 
alleged role in a four-state 
trade in stolen car batteries, 
The Daily Record of  Morris 
County, N.J., reported.

Adarius Ferguson, 26, 
of  Benton Harbor and De-
traie Mcrae, 18, of  Dearborn 
Heights, Mich., were arrested 
by Roxbury, N.J., police on 
June 16, the paper reported 
Tuesday. The investigation be-
gan with a citizen’s call about 
seeing a shopping cart full 
of  car batteries  in a Walmart 
parking lot.

Police arrived to see two 
men loading the batteries 
into an SUV, and one suspect 
ran after seeing police. In the 
meantime, a Walmart worker 
told police one man had tried 
get money at the return desk 
for what staff  suspected were 
stolen batteries.

Police nabbed the fl eeing 
suspect, Ferguson, a short 
time later at a nearby store. 

The investigation revealed 
that Mcrae, Ferguson and  a 
third unidentifi ed man had 
traveled from Michigan to 
New Jersey to off-load stolen 
car batteries, the paper report-
ed. Police seized fi ve batter-
ies. They  believe the suspects 
would buy car batteries legal-
ly, and then return the stolen 
batteries with the receipt they 
just received, leaving with 
them with refunds and new 
batteries.

Additional investigation 
found that on June 16 the sus-
pects returned stolen car bat-
teries at 10 Walmarts across 
Connecticut, New York and 
Pennsylvania before being 
caught in Roxbury.

Mcrae was charged with 
criminal attempt to commit 
theft, conspiracy to com-
mit theft and receiving sto-
len property. Ferguson was 
charged with criminal attempt 
to commit theft, conspiracy to 
commit theft, receiving stolen 
property, hindering and ob-
struction. Mcrae and Feguson 
were transported to Morris 
County jail  pending a bail 
hearing.

As of  Tuesday, both  re-
mained in jail with no listed 
bail amount, a jail staff  mem-
ber told the paper.

By HP STAFF

Watervliet Township, city consider joint master plan

WATERVLIET — Dis-
cussions have begun on 
what the future of  Waterv-
liet and Watervliet Town-
ship will look like.

City and township offi -
cials want to  update their 
respective master plans, 
and the option of  doing 
them together was present-
ed to the two municipali-
ties’ planning commissions 
Tuesday night. 

Carl Baxmeyer  of 
Wightman and Associ-
ates said the township and 
city, jointly or separately, 
could do a basic update as 
required every fi ve years 
by law, do a slightly more 
comprehensive update or 
start from scratch. 

He said there are ben-
efi ts of  doing the plans to-
gether if  the township and 
city have similar goals, like 
maintaining a quality of 
life and recreation spaces. 

Bob Becker, who heads 

Watervliet’s Downtown 
Development Authority, 
said he’s noticed a collab-
orative effort between the 
city and township, having 
served on both planning 
commissions, which leads 
him to believe a joint mas-
ter plan would work. 

Luke Strunk, a Waterv-
liet city commissioner on 
the city Planning Commis-
sion, said he thinks there is 
no reason not to consider a 
joint plan.

Watervliet Town-

ship Trustee Joe Stepich, 
who serves on the town-
ship’s Planning Commis-
sion, agreed, saying  he 
doesn’t  think  it’s a bad 
idea. 

“But I think it’s critical 
we have support from both 
the township and city ad-
ministrators and the com-
munity. And then we can 
get back and tell you what 
you want to do,” he said. 

Becker said the city 
and DDA have to discuss 
if  they are  committed to 

a  joint plan, if  the town-
ship wants it.

Baxmeyer said getting 
started is the hardest part, 
but once a route is decid-
ed, things can move pretty 
quickly. 

Kevin Schuhknecht, Wa-
tervliet Township Planning 
Commission chairman, 
said updating the master 
plan has been put off.

“It’s a rough process, 
but we’re going to get go-
ing and get through it,” he 
said. 

The city  is tentative-
ly going to update its 
plan either way, Baxmeyer 
said.

City and township plan-
ning commissioners de-
cided they wanted to see 
offi cial proposals of  what 
a joint master plan and a 
basic update to their ex-
isting plan would entail, 
talk about it more at their 
meetings in July and get 
back with Baxmeyer.  

Contact: anewman@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter: @HPANewman

By ALEXANDRA NEWMAN
HP Staff Writer

Water and sewer prices going up

DOWAGIAC —  Water and 
sewer rates will soon go up for 
Dowagiac residents.

City Council members had a 
fi rst reading of  new rates at their 
Monday meeting and will take a 
fi nal vote at their July 10 meet-
ing.

Rates proposed by City Man-
ager Kevin Anderson will result 
in water rates rising by 10 per-
cent and sewer rates by 6.3 per-
cent. The new rates will go into 
effect later this summer. Water 
and sewer rates last went up in 
April 2016.

Anderson said the monthly bill 
for the average residential cus-
tomer will go up by around $2. 
He said the average residential 
customer is a four-person house-

hold using 4,000 gallons of  wa-
ter. The new monthly water bill 
is expected to be $21.92, while 
the new monthly sewer bill will 
be $32.74.

He said the rate hikes are need-
ed to keep up with operating ex-
penses and capital investments 
and to address unfunded liabili-
ties. He said city staff  continues 
to monitor expenses and study 
capital investment needs.

“Part of  that increase is putting 
money aside for modest-sized 
capital projects,” he said. “This 
year, we’re spending $250,000 
to $300,000 for new clarifi ers 
for the sewage treatment plant. 
We’re able to do those projects at 
a steady, consistent rate.”

The city recently landed a 
grant for a complete assessment 
of  all equipment and pipes, 
which will allow staff  to further 

quantify long-term capital needs.
Several major improvements 

to the city’s water and wastewa-
ter systems have been made over 
the last four to fi ve years, includ-
ing $2.3 million in recently com-
pleted upgrades.

Even with the rate increases, 
he said Dowagiac’s rates will still 
be below the average of  10 other 
area municipalities and in the 
lower third of  rates statewide. 
For example, Dowagiac’s rates 
will be lower than those in South 
Haven, Coloma, Buchanan, New 
Buffalo and Cassopolis.

The city’s water and sewage 
treatment plants are managed by 
the Fleis & Vandenbrink fi rm, 
which was hired  for the job this 
year. Anderson said operations 
are now running smoothly after 
the city received notices of  re-
porting violations last year.

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent
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