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LOCAL & STATE
Forum slated for SH council candidates

SOUTH HAVEN — 
South Haven residents 
Friday will meet and hear 
from  City Council candi-
dates during a forum at the 
Senior Center.

Furthermore, the mod-
erator will be a  former 
journalist and chief  econ-
omist for CNBC.  Marci 
Rossell McCarthy, now 
a  South Haven resident, 
will moderate the 1:15 p.m. 

forum at Senior City, 1635 
Monroe 76th St.

“We are pleased to have 
an excellent local modera-
tor for this 
i m p o r t a n t 
event,” said 
South Ha-
ven resident 
Susan Ryan, 
a  forum or-
ganizer.

Prior to 
her career in 
broadcast journalism, Mc-
Carthy served as corporate 

economist and investment 
spokeswoman for Oppen-
heimer Funds, among the 
nation’s largest mutual 
fund companies. Before 
that she was an expert 
witness for Deloitte and 
Touche accounting fi rm in 
court cases involving eco-
nomic issues. She began 
her career as an economist 
with the Federal Reserve 
Bank of  Dallas, and earned 
a doctorate degree in eco-
nomics from Southern 
Methodist University.

McCarthy, who moved 
to South Haven four years 
ago, agreed to moderate 
the forum because she be-
lieves strongly in the power 
of  local government.

“I believe the beauty of 
the American system lies 
in strong, local govern-
ment,” she said. “I think 
it’s very important in this 
modern age for people to 
be involved in their local 
government.”

When she leads the fo-
rum, McCarthy said she 
plans to give each candi-
date fi ve minutes to talk 
about themselves and is-

sues they plan to address if  
elected.

“Given this is one of  the 
fi rst opportunities citizens 
have to meet the candi-
dates, I feel it’s important 
for the candidates to have 
plenty of  time to lay out 
their positions,” she said. 
“Once that happens, I’ll 
have questions to guide the 
discussion and take ques-
tions from the audience.”

McCarthy said one of 
the important economic 
issues facing South Haven 
is how to bolster the town’s 
full-time population.

“For the last few decades 

communities like ours have 
struggled with broadening 
the employment base, be-
sides tourism,” she said. 
But to do that, towns such 
as South Haven need to at-
tract more industries and 
younger adults willing to 
settle down and raise their 
families here.

“This isn’t something 
unique to our communi-
ty,” she said. “Pretty much 
any small community is 
struggling with the gener-
al trend of  urbanization. 
Millennials want to live 

By BECKY KARK
For the Herald-Palladium

Noted economist-journalist to moderate Friday event

MCCARTHY

SOUTH HAVEN

ABOVE: Sam Monte, right, of Monte Pack-
aging, talks with Alma Arent about a 1935 

Web Layer Stand Saturday during Satur-
day’s opening of the Southwest Michigan 

Crate, Basket and Veneer Collection at 
the North Berrien Historical Museum in 

Coloma. The museum’s newest permanent 
collection features 22 basket making 

machines made by the St. Joe Iron Works 
and Saranac Machine Co., between 1890 
and 1950 and used by Monte Packaging 

Co., based in Riverside.
RIGHT: Visitors inspect an 1890 84-inch 

Veneer Lathe, made by the St. Joe Iron 
Works.

Don Campbell / HP staff

SPECIAL MACHINES LMC goes hi-def

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Keeping up with a digi-
tal world isn’t cheap, but 
new high-defi nition video 
equipment will be in place 
by  fall at Lake Michigan 
College’s Mendel Center.

LMC board members 
unanimously awarded 
the lone  bid last  week for 
the project to TPC Tech-
nologies Inc. for $433,809. 
Board Chairman Mike 
Lindley and Trustees John 
Grover and Mary Jo To-

masini were absent.
The amount in-

cludes TPC’s base bid of 
$427,133 and $6,676 in de-
sired alternates.

The current analog sys-
tem has served the college 
well, but is over 20 years 
old,  said Kelli Hahn, vice 
president of fi nancial ser-
vices.

“You’re dealing with the 
technology that existed 20 
years ago, for which we 
can’t get tech support and 
repairs (so easily) any-
more,” Hahn said.

For those reasons, LMC 
often has to rent high-defi -
nition equipment “in order 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

College will upgrade 
video offerings 

EC schools project 
budget deficit

EAU CLAIRE — Eau 
Claire schools stand 
to take a big chunk out of 
reserves to cover a defi cit in 
the budget year that began 
Saturday.

Superintendent David 
Gray said the new bud-
get is conservative in that 
it projects just a 10-student 
increase in enrollment from 
the district’s 2016 count of 
845 students. State aid is 
calculated from 90 percent 
of the fall count and 10 
percent of the spring count 
during a calendar year.

“We took last year’s 
blended count and then 
increased it by 10 students. 
Hopefully that is a very 
conservative number,” 
Gray said. “We don’t want 
get caught like we were a 
couple of years ago when 
the district projected an 
enrollment of over 900 stu-
dents and we didn’t hit it.”

The new budget calls for 
general fund revenue of al-
most $9.35 million and ex-
penditures of about $10.1 
million for a $757,355 
defi cit. Covering the defi -
cit will leave the district 
with reserves of $673,636, 
which is less than 7 percent 
of expenditures.

Like most school dis-
tricts, Eau Claire has a pol-
icy that calls for reserves 
equal to at least 15 percent 
of expenditures. Gray said 
he expects the district will 

end the 2016-17 fi scal year 
with reserves of about 15 
percent.

He said board members 
in August will take a close 
look at preliminary enroll-
ment to see if any budget 
cuts need to be made going 
into the new school year. By 
then, he expects the district 
to have a good idea of the 
number of schools of choice 
students, kindergarteners 
and migrant students.

The big question appears 
to be the number of migrant 
students in the fall. Enroll-
ment in the summer migrant 
school program is down 
from past years with 120 
students. That number has 
been over 200 in past years.

Gray said the problem 
appears to be immigration 
concerns and not as much 
work available at area farms.

“Families are not com-
ing like they used to,” he 
said.

Despite the budget num-
bers, Gray said the school 
district is still able to pro-
vide all the services, includ-
ing small elementary class 
sizes, as it has in the past.

The fi nal 2016-17 bud-
get amendment approved 
last  week calls for general 
fund revenue of $9.35 mil-
lion and expenditures of 
$9.9 million, for a defi cit of 
$548,946.

In other action, board 
members canceled their 
July 10 meeting. The board 
will meet just once in July, 
on July 24.

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

New Buffalo Twp. celebrating new park

NEW BUFFALO — For 
your moment of zen, per-
haps the place to be is New 
Buffalo Township’s newly 
opened Glassman Park.

The township has installed 
a zen labyrinth maze for qui-
et meditation or a fun photo 
spot along the Galien River. 
The maze is part of some 
$200,000 in improvements at 
the park dedicated June 24.

The 45-acre park is along 
Glassman Road, just east of 
I-94, off of Kruger Road, 
between Red Arrow High-
way and Lakeside Road. In 
includes a new canoe and 
boat launch.  The park’s 
woodland areas are a good 
spot for spring trillium seek-
ers and year-round deer 
watchers while the riverfront 
areas are a hot spot for an-
glers, park boosters say.

Township Parks Direc-
tor Patrick Donnelly said 

township offi cials are hop-
ing to bring to Glassman 
Park some of the traffi c that 
crowds the launch area next 
to the Red Arrow Highway 
Bridge near Township Hall. 
Glassman Park  features a 
no-fee launch zone.

The township bought the 
land  in 1975 for less than 
$20,000 from the Michigan 
Department of Highways 
and Transportation. The 
site remained dormant un-
til 2014 when the township 

got  a $100,000 grant from 
the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources and 
a matching $100,000 from 
The Pokagon Fund.

“I want to again thank 
The Pokagon Fund and the 
Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources for their 
funding on these township 
projects, and I’m looking for-
ward to seeing our township 
residents using and enjoying 

By JANET HAYES
HP Correspondent

David Johnson / For The Herald-Palladium

Visitors check out the new canoe launch at New Buffalo Town-
ship’s Glassman Park. The park is along the Galien River.

Tour slated for Covert Twp. dune property

COVERT — Preserve the 
Dunes  will host a guided 
tour Saturday of the Ross 
Coastal Plan Marsh Preserve 
in Covert Township, the or-
ganization announced. The 
event will be 10 a.m. to noon.

“This is your chance to 
experience the preserve with 
an expert scientist who will 
be able to tell you why the 
area is unique and show you 
the rare plants and wildlife 
found there,” Marcy Ham-
ilton, president of Preserve 
the Dunes, stated in a news 
release.

Nate Fuller, conservation 
and stewardship director 
with the Southwest Michi-
gan Land Conservancy, will 

lead tour participants on 
a hike through the unique 
property. After the hike and 
tour, Preserve the Dunes 
will give away a framed print 
of a dune landscape by local 
artist Randall Higdon.

For the tour, attendees will 
meet at the preserve entrance 
along County Road 376 (44th 
Avenue) across from Dune 
Lake Campground. Attend-
ees must dress for the weath-
er, wear sturdy shoes or boots 
and bring bug spray and 
drinking water. The event is 
rain or shine. For questions, 
contact Marcy Hamilton at 
925-1137, Ext. 1525.

The Nature Conservancy 
owns the Ross Coastal Plain 
Marsh Preserve.

According to the  conser-

vancy’s website, “the preserve 
contains one of the last large 
blocks of northern hardwood 
forest in Southwest Michigan. 
Ancient sand dunes from the 
shores of postglacial Lake 
Nipissing created a mosaic 
of botanical communities on 
this 1,449-acre preserve, the 
most outstanding being three 
coastal plain marshes.

“These wet meadows oc-
cur in sandy basins along 
the shores of small lakes 
and ponds and harbor 
plants and animals ordi-
narily found in marshes 
along the Atlantic and Gulf 
coasts. The diverse fl ora in-
cludes eight species that are 
either endangered or rare.”

Preserve the Dunes 
is  people to take a new 

online survey about sand 
dunes. The survey takes 10 
minutes and can be found 
at www.howyoudunesurvey.
com. The survey will pro-
vide vital information about 
how residents and visitors 
use and value coastal dunes 
for recreation, relaxation, 
scenic enjoyment and more, 
the organization reported.

The survey is funded by 
the Michigan Offi ce of the 
Great Lakes and was devel-
oped by researchers from 
Michigan State University.

Citizens of Van Buren and 
Berrien counties formed Pre-
serve the Dunes in 1997, and 
now the nonprofi t has 1,300 
members. For more about 
Preserve the Dune’s efforts, 
visit www.sosdunes.org.

By HP STAFF
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next to lots of  millenni-
als. Is there a way to make 
a community attractive 
to millennials once they 
settle down and have chil-
dren?”

This year’s election 
could prove pivotal for 
South Haven because 
three council members 
and the mayor are not 
seeking re-election. Vic-
kiy Kozlik-Wall, Jeff  Ar-
nold and Andy Klavins 
have been term limited, 
while Mayor Bob Burr has 
chosen not to seek a fifth 
term.

That will pave the way 
for a group of  newcom-
ers for mayor and all three 
wards.

In the mayoral election, 
two people are seeking of-
fice, Ward 1 Councilman 
Scott Smith and former 
assistant city manager 
Paul Vandenbosch.

If  Smith loses, he will 
still retain his council seat 
through 2019. However, if  
Smith is elected mayor, he 

will begin his new duties 
in January, and  the coun-
cil will appoint someone 
to fill the remaining coun-
cil term.

But, there will still be a 
race in Ward 1 for Kozlik-
Wall’s seat, and there’s no 
shortage of  candidates. 
Three have filed – Ahm-
mad Goodwin, Joe Reeser 
and Steve Runkle. They 
will compete in the Aug. 8 
primary, when the two top 
vote getters will proceed 
to November’s  general 
election.

to meet Mendel Center cli-
ent expectations,” a board 
memo stated.

The memo further noted 
that, over the last decade, 
high-definition video sys-
tems have become the stan-
dard in classrooms and 
conference centers “due to 
the vast improvement in 
quality that comes with the 
higher resolution.”

Hahn said she expects 
the new equipment to be 
in place by mid-September, 
“just in time for our first 
Economic Club speaker,” 
she said.

LMC this year took over 
the series, which features 
an array of big names from 
finance, politics and show 
business.

LMC had been working 
on the video project since 
May, when it sent out a re-
quest for proposals.

Three companies re-
sponded, including Blue-
water Technologies, TEL 
Systems and TPC, who all 
participated in the man-
datory site visit and walk-
through, the memo said.

However, TPC was the 
only company to respond, 
which isn’t unusual in these 
situations, LMC President 
Trevor Kubatzke said.

Asked why only one firm 
pursued the project, Ku-
batzke replied, “We’re see-
ing a number of construc-
tion projects – for instance, 
you’ve got a number of 
hotels going up along the 
highway (by I-94). People 
are busy right now, so it’s 
difficult to get a contrac-
tor.”

In another Mendel-
related item, the board 
decided to seek a $20,000 

grant from the Michigan 
Council for Arts and Cul-
tural Affairs to help cover 
the cost of putting on the 
musical “Cabaret,” which 
is scheduled for May 3, 
2018. The show is part of 
the Mendel’s 26th annual 
performing arts series.

The series is intended to 
“make quality performing 
arts opportunities locally 
accessible in southwestern 
Michigan,” said Mendel 
Center Executive Director 
Mike Nadolski, in a memo 
to the board.

The college expects to 
cover its cash match from 
the show’s revenue, so no 
additional fundraising will 
be needed, Nadolski said.

this beautiful new park,” 
Township Supervisor Mi-
chelle Heit said at the dedi-
cation.

Environmental studies 
and more-than expected 
wetlands delayed the proj-
ect’s start, and high water 

this year delayed its official 
opening. Kalin Construc-
tion of Sodus Township 
was awarded the project, 
which included the en-
trance road and a 60-space 
parking area.

Upgrades being consid-
ered for the next five years 
include rustic camp sites, 
cabins, a pavilion, an office 
and a canoe rental space.

IN BRIEF
Landspout confirmed 
near Grand Junction

GRAND JUNCTION 
— A tornado-like land-
spout touched down near 
the Van Buren-Allegan 
County line Friday night, 
the National Weather Ser-
vice confirmed.

WZZM-TV in Grand 
Rapids reported the EF-0 
spout reached speeds of 

60 mph and caused minor 
damage along 56th Street. 
The spout struck at about 
8:30 p.m. as a thunder-
storm passed through the 
area.

The station reported that 
a landspout is a type of tor-
nado that develops from a 
heavy rain shower or weak 
thunderstorm. A well-de-
fined narrow funnel cloud 
extends from the cloud 
base and to the ground.
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ENJOY THE FIREWORKS JULY 4 AT 10:30 PM.

Thank you, Sponsors, for
lighting up our skies on July 4th!

ST. JOSEPH IS CELEBRATING AMERICA’S BIRTHDAY WITH A BANG!

• Abonmarche Consultants, Inc.
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• Edgewater Bank
• Garey Roofing
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• Jimmy John’s® of Benton
Harbor and St. Joseph
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• Kruggel Lawton CPA
• Lakeland Health
• Plante Moran
• Prism Science & Technology, LLC
• Silver Beach Pizza
• United Federal Credit Union
• Anonymous
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(269) 849 – 0109
vineyard2121.com

2 for 1 Wine Tasting
One Time Use - Coupon must be presented to redeem

Expires 08/31/2017 • HP

Check our Facebook
or Website for Hours,
Events, and More!


